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Outdoor Service and Ice Cream Social 
St. John's will be having our second outdoor service of the sum-

mer on Sunday, July 3rd, at 9:00 a.m. This will be a contemporary ser-
vice featuring our NewSong worship team. There will be no 10:15 a.m. 
Traditional Service on this Sunday. Following service, all are wel-
come to stay for an ice cream social. Bring a chair, sunscreen, and 
invite your friends and neighbors to this fun time of worship and fellow-
ship. 

Lake Luther Sunday Service 
The Lake Luther Worship Service will be at 10:30 a.m. on Sun-

day, July 17, featuring our NewSong worship team. After service, all 
are welcome to stay for a Chicken BBQ dinner and ice cream social at 
noon. For directions to Lake Luther and further information, please 
visit LOMIK.org. On this Sunday we will have Traditional Services 
at 7:45 and 9:00 a.m.  

 

Prayer Vigil and Meeting 
 A Prayer Vigil is a time for our community of faith to come be-
fore God to acknowledge that we are the body of Christ, and to ask for 
God’s guidance and presence. Even if you are alone during your time 
of prayer, this is a community time, for this prayer vigil is an act of our 
entire congregation.  

Please join us for a Prayer Vigil on Friday, July 8 beginning at 
6:00 p.m., through Saturday, July 9. Please sign up at church or 
online at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DACAB2CA6F8C34-prayer 

On Saturday, July 9, from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m., we will meet to 
pray over the church and join in a prayer meeting. 

 “Rejoice always! Pray without ceasing” Give thanks in all cir-
cumstances! This is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-18) 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles    

Bring Kids To Church Any Way. 
      At the start of the sermon I said we all know what it’s like to 

have someone throw you under the bus. Emily didn’t. In her 4 year-old 

voice she gasped, “No!” The back rows of the church broke out in 

laughter. 

      Bringing children to worship can seem like a battle from get-

ting their socks and shoes on to encouraging them to be quiet during 

the sermon. At times parents may wonder if all the effort is really 

worth it. Lean into the grace of Christ, push through the emotions and 

distractions to bring yourself and your kids to worship. What God has 

for you and them is totally worth it. 

      As we look around our post-Christian society, raising kids in 

the faith and having a Christ-centered marriage are so hard. Even 

though you may feel worn and broken, remember the Lord is near. 

      When your child misbehaves and people look around, remem-

ber most of the adults have gone exactly what you are going through. 

They are sympathetic, not judgmental. As disheartened and discour-

aged you may feel, redirect your focus to be in the presence of God. 

God knows every parent struggling through difficulties of bringing 

children to worship is engaged in a heroic spiritual battle. 

      To all our parents who are fighting the good fight of faith do 

whatever you have to do to get your family to worship; especially you 

fathers: be the pathfinders. Remember the only audience you come to 

see in worship is God. The one who says to bring the little children to 

him delights in your attendance. 

      The LORD has great blessings for your family that cannot be 

obtained at the school, the mall, or any streaming TV. Knowing God 

created you, redeems you and walks with you through the challenges 

of this life are blessings every one of us needs no matter our age. This 

Gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us forgiveness and freedom is critical 

to both your spirit and your children’s spiritual development. 

      When your family has a late Saturday night with everyone snail 

moving Sunday morning, unable to locate shoes and whining about 

having to go, rally your troop, wear whatever is presentable and bring 

your kids to worship anyway. 

      Hair might not be brushed, socks don’t match, and the only 

outfit your four year old will wear is a superhero costume; let the kids 

look a bit disheveled, unkempt, and festive. Bring your kids to worship 

anyway. 

I’m the vine, 

You're the branches” 

- John 15:5 



      Restless toddlers are often resistant to confined spaces for ex-

tended periods of time, climbing up, down and all around, making 

multiple escape attempts down the aisle. Bring your kids to worship 

anyway. 

      Siblings often must be strategically seated in the pew and 

bribed with promised donuts afterwards to keep the mischief to a mini-

mum for a solid hour. Bring your kids to worship anyway. 

       Know that you have supporters at St. John’s. Activity bags 

right inside the door in both worship spaces if you need them. Grand-

parents are around always eager to hold babies. The kids message is a 

special time for the children to know I am their pastor too. We offer 

children’s chapel during the contemporary worship so kids receive a 

message on their level while you get to listen to the sermon. We offer 

Sunday School during the academic year and VBS in the summer. And 

we are launching a young family group.   

        Let the LORD build your family so your efforts are fruitful. 

Let the LORD watch over your family so you may strengthen them for 

this life. (Psalm 127:1) 

        Being rooted and established in love, may you have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ. (Eph 3:18)  

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Douglas 
 

24 Hours of Prayer   
During these uncertain times, our prayers petition God for on-

going guidance and strengthening, growth in faith, boldness, and obe-

dience as we put Jesus’ words into practice Join us as St. John’s holds 

a 24-hour prayer vigil to give thanks and pray for our church, commu-

nity and country. 

The vigil will begin at 6 pm on July 8 and conclude at 6 pm on 

July 9 with the prayer service. 

We will be asking for people 

to sign up to pray for 30 

minutes. 

We will focus our 

prayers on God to be at work 

in the lives of our people to 

transform our community. 

Prayer topics and scripture 

verses will be provided. The 

Prayer Guide will guide you through what you should be praying, even 

if the concept of a prayer vigil is new to you. 

Where would I do this?  Any place that you feel led to. God 

hears our prayers no matter where we are. 

May I pray with other people?  All are welcome to pray. The 

goal is to have an ongoing stream of prayers during this 3-day period. 

Find a quiet place to pray. Finish up refreshed! 
 

Healing Service  

            In His ministry, Jesus performed many different acts of healing 

– forgiving sins, casting out demons, curing physical disease. At his 

command, his disciples continued a min-

istry of healing which included the laying 

on of hands and anointing with oil those 

who were ill. 

           “Is anyone among you sick? Let 

him call for the elders of the church, and 

let them pray over him, anointing him 

with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 

prayer offered in faith will restore the 

one who is sick, and the Lord will raise 

him up, and if he has committed sins, 

they will be forgiven him.” (James 5:14-15) 

A very important component of our healing services has al-

ways been prayer; and we know how powerful prayer is. God knows 

our hearts, our sickness, and all our needs. Come to ask for healing, 

and we will pray with you. The healing service will be held at all three 

service on July 10. 
 

 Growing Together as Families 

We are starting a young families group to offer a community of 

friendship and accompaniment for parents and also for the children. 

It’s organized and led by parents in our church, so it’s created by and 

for families!  Mom’s befriend other mom’s, young children make their 

first “Church friends,” and dad’s befriend other dad’s. 

We welcome families in various stages of life, from pregnancy 

to elementary age kids.  In our ministry, “family” encompasses fami-

lies in all shapes and sizes- married couples, single parents, adopted 

children, one child, multiple children, etc.   We will be meeting at An-

drew & Brittney Kuehnert’s home for a cook-out and get to know you 

gathering on Sunday, July 10 @ 12 noon. Please join us. 



Buying Chickens for Uganda  

Sheep On His Right, a Lutheran ministry in Uganda we are 

supporting, has finished their 

chicken house and is just 

waiting on God to provide 

the funds to buy chicks. This 

poultry farm will be generat-

ing daily income to the or-

ganization and providing 

food to needy families in 

their church and community. 

A chick cost $2 each. We are 

challenging St. John’s to pro-

vide 500 chicks for this ministry.   If you want to give, mark an enve-

lope or check: "Uganda Chickens" 
 

ARE YOU CRAZY ENOUGH TO BE OUR MENTAL HEALTH 

ADVOCATE? 
We all go through times when our psychological well-being is 

challenged. The church helps all of us in our mental well-being. Our 

congregation is participating in The Lutheran Foundation’s Mental 

Health Advocate initiative to promote mental wellness within our con-

gregation that supports overall well-being, and provides encourage-

ment and hope for those with mental health concerns and their fami-

lies. If you feel called to serve as our congregation’s Mental Health 

Advocate for the coming year.  The Lutheran Foundation will help 

equip you with information and resources to help our congregation 

with matters related to mental wellness.  

If you would like to join in being part of this important  

endeavor here at St. John's, please contact Pastor Douglas. 
 

A TECH SAVVY PERSON OR SOCIAL MEDIA GURU? 

St. John’s seeks to hire a part-time tech director to oversee the 

technology and online ministries. Objectives include recruiting and su-

pervising a team of volunteers to run the sound, worship presentation 

software, and streaming worship services each week; and to maintain 

and expand the social media and the digital marketing of St. Johns’. 

  This part-time position is 6-10 hours per week. We are willing 

to hire someone who learns and grows in the position. A full job de-

scription can be obtained by emailing the church office. 

 

Current Worship Series: 

BREAKING BONDS 
We like to imagine we are free. Yet we all are constantly straining to 

demonstrate our freedom.   

Whether it is racing the open road, 

defying social convention, or yell-

ing political slogans, people want 

to show no one holds them. But 

the more we strain against the 

bonds, the chains only seem to 

tighten. 

There is a revolutionary way you 

can be free. True freedom does not emerge from violent overthrow, 

political institutions or through economic prosperity. True freedom 

flows from the heart of God. Come as we look at the letter to the Gala-

tians.                        

July 3       Joy of Freedom 

July 10      Freedom from Burden  

 

Upcoming Worship Series: 

 Recognizing the Heart of God  

How would you respond if 

your kids ignored, dismissed, 

disrespected, rejected and  

denied you?   

Yet for all our rebellion, Jesus 

showed us that our Heavenly 

Father is deeply committed to 

bringing us home. 

Jesus Christ revealed the very 

heart of God to us. 

Do you recognize the heart of 

God that desires to bring his children home? 

July 17     Seeking the Lost                

July 24     Waiting for Rebels     
July 31     Taking in the Lawless 

Aug 7        Inviting the Ready 
 



Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

One Sunday last fall, the Confirmation class was studying the 

seventh petition of the Lord’s Prayer – “Deliver us from evil” -  and 

invited me to speak on how I experienced this petition during my time 

as a police officer. After 32 years of service, I had a lot of stories to 

choose from. There was one story though that I didn’t tell, because I 

had always viewed this incident as a failure on my part and an embar-

rassing moment in my career. But after pondering this incident in light 

of the seventh petition, it occurred to me that maybe my failure was 

God’s protection. Maybe if I had reacted the way I thought I should 

have in retrospect, things would not have ended well. It was a danger-

ous situation in the middle of the night and I had little back up other 

than my best partner – my military working dog. Maybe my failure to 

react “perfectly” was saving grace.  

This summer, TCC & MY FROG are participating in a four -

week series on lessons learned from the dreams of Joseph, Solomon, 

Nebuchadnezzar, and Daniel. In our first lesson we talked about living 

God’s dream for us in the pit, the prison, or the palace. What a great 

sentence! We know God loves us and knows us, we know He can warn 

us of future trouble and set our hearts back on Him, and we know that 

God’s plans are for His glory and kingdom. But even with that 

knowledge, it can be difficult to realize how God is still working in 

those hard moments. Those painful, confusing, and even embarrassing 

moments. Most of the time God’s timing does not match what we want 

for our lives. How do we trust that God is good in these circum-

stances? How do we trust Him when we do not understand what is 

happening? When we cannot see a resolution? These are valid ques-

tions, and God wants to help us navigate them. 

Because God loves us, we can show our trust in Him by talking 

about all our feelings and circumstances with Him — the good and 

hard — through prayer. We should not let our emotions rule our life; 

we need to bring them to God so He can help us address them. He is 

not disappointed or frustrated by our struggles, doubts or pain. He 

cares about us, and we can trust Him with these things. God is com-

pletely trustworthy, but He does not ask you to trust Him blindly. He 

wants you to learn to trust Him as you get to know Him. You can get 

to know God through prayer with Him and through His Word.  

In those hard moments, remember His promises. Remember 

who He has always been. Even in doubt and uncertainty, if you keep 

going to Him, He will continually show Himself to be trustworthy. 

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

During VBS, we celebrated God’s Greatness! Each evening, 

we focused on a different area of God’s Greatness.  One evening the 

theme was God is with us everywhere we go. It was a great reminder 

especially during the summer months, that God is with us everywhere 

we go… or don’t go. Over the summer, church attendance naturally 

decreases. School Sunday is on Summer Break. Vacation (and sleep-

ing in) gets in the way of attending church on Sunday. Routine goes 

out the window, which might even include your daily scripture read-

ing! We can embrace the facts that God is always with us! We can 

spend extra time singing praises to him in the car to the lake. Encour-

age your family to look for God sightings on vacation and during your 

daily adventures around town.  

 What a blessing it is, that no matter where our summer adven-

tures take us, God is always with us. As we are in the dog days of sum-

mer, don’t spend these days forgetting God is right there with you. Re-

member, we can pray to Him while we are on vacation. We can plan 

and pack a devotional. As a family, we can talk about how you have 

seen God working in your daily life!  
 

MYFROG Wednesday Group- 
Summer Schedule 

This summer, MYFROG will meet every 1st, 3rd, and if there's 
a 5th Wednesday in June, July, and August. We will meet at church 
from 6:30p-8p, unless otherwise stated. This month MYFROG will 
meet on Wednesday, July 6th and Wednesday, July 20th. 

 

Summer Pop-Ups 
Summer Pop Up Events are for the whole family! Come and 

hang out with our church family this summer. Please RSVP to Katie a 
few days before each Pop-Up Event.  
*The outdoor activities are weather dependent. Katie will update fami-
lies that RSVP'd if the event is cancelled due to weather. Katie's Cell- 
(260) 417-4758 

~ July 21 6:00pm-8:00pm  
Roller Dome 

~ August 8 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Buckner Playground/Splash Pad* 

 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/prayer/prayer-starter-kit.html


July Youth & Link Events 

Wednesday, July 6, TCC & MY FROG Group 

 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 20, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 20, TCC & MY FROG Group 

 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, July 21, Summer Pop-Up 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Roller Dome North 
Sunday, July 24, Link Lunch @ Ziano’s 
Tuesday, July 26, Pine Lake Water Park 

 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 Bring $5 and a sack lunch 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, July 7 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Thursday, July 21 — 9:00 a.m. 

Bible Study — Thursday, August 4 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Thursday, August 18 — 9:00 a.m. 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet on Saturday, July 23, at 
8:00 a.m. at the Liberty Diner on Goshen Road. All men are invited for 
time in fellowship, food, and prayer. 
 

Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study 
 The Women’s Bible Study will not meet during the month of July. 
Please join us in August as we begin a new study.  
 

Ladies Bible Study 
The Ladies Bible study meets every third Wednesday. In July 

they will meet on July 20 at 6:45 p.m.  
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
           The Young Adult Bible Study will not meet in July. Please join 
us on Friday, August 5. 

VBS 

 
St. John’s had an amazing five-night adventure of exploring 

God's monumental love and greatness! Thank you to all who partici-
pated, and a HUGE thank you to all who helped! We are blessed to 
serve an amazing God! 

 

Thank You 
Thank You, St. John’s, for your Outreaching Response! 
   Our congregation continues to show the compassion of Christ 
as we focus on a different ministry each month. Each of these ministries 
are recipients of our church Benevolence Giving. 
  To NALC Disaster Relief we delivered 51 complete health care 
kits, 2 large boxes of Bibles and 34 beautiful quilts and blankets.  Mary 
Bates, the NALC Missionary will be at St. John’s in September to do 
Disaster training for those in our conference who may wish to work in 
this ministry. 
  To A Hope Center we gave $1,533.23 along with many pack-
ages of diapers and wipes. 

This week St. John’s delivered a donation in excess of $620 of 
flip-flops, razors, towels, soaps and cash to the Fort Wayne Rescue 
Mission.  

We have been focusing on St. Matthews Food Bank in June.  
July we turn our attention to the NALC Mission Congregations and 
Seminaries. 

Again, thank you for your attention to our Outreach Table and 
Focus this year! 
St. John’s Outreach Committee 
 
Thank you to Mark Handy for the wonderful organ concert! Thank you 
for blessing us with your gifts and talents! 



Dear Church Partner, 
 Thank you for your congregation’s gift of $1,045. Churches like 
yours are empowering kids and families to rise above poverty and build 
futures once thought unreachable. 
 As we continue to see God’s miraculous hand transforming 
lives, know that you are an essential part of this work. We all have a 
part to play, and your congregation is truly a champion in working along-
side vulnerable children and families. 
 World Vision is truly blessed to have you as a church partner – 
and a champion for kids. Thank you for your gift and compassion for 
others. 
In His Name, 
Anthony Williams, senior director, Donor Contact Services 
  

Baptisms 
 On Sunday, June 12, we rejoiced in the baptisms of Anika, 
Noah, Alexandria, and Maximilian MacDonald. Welcome to the family 
of God! 

 

Congratulations 
 Congratulations to Rebekah Groeling and Isaac Titche who 
were married on June 11. May God bless, keep and guide you the 
rest of your lives! 
 

Condolences 
 St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to the 
family of Dorothy Salesman. She was a cherished member of our 
church family and will be dearly missed. 
 

 
 

St. John’s Blood Drive 

St. John’s will be hosting a Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, July 19 
from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm in the fellow-
ship hall. To schedule an appointment, 
please sign-up on the sheet in the nar-
thex, contact the church office, or 
visit  www.redcrossblood.org  and enter 
sponsor code ‘stjohnlktwp’. Save a life! 
Give blood!   

Summer Reading Program 
Do you love to read? Or do you want to encourage your children 

to read more this summer? It’s not too late to pick up reading logs and 
instructions in our church library to join the reading program for this 
summer for all ages. Prizes and awards will be given after summer 
break at Rally Day. Please return logs by the end of August or through-
out the summer with whatever you accomplish! We encourage reading 
in Christian-based books, and in fiction as well. Pick up the instructions 
in the church library to find out about an extra activity you can partici-
pate in this summer by reading and writing about something you find in 
our own church library!  

 

 
 

Getting to Know You! 
Sunday, August 14, at 11:30 am, we invite you to the New 

Comer's Brunch.  It's a great opportunity for you to meet us face-to-
face and enjoy some fellowship with other people who live in the 
area.  You can ask any questions you may have about St. John’s.  This 
is an opportunity to get to know Pastor Douglas and other leaders 
here.  You will also find out about our Journey of Faith, and our Vision 
and Purpose.  We will provide a meal and child care. 
Please RSVP to office@stjohnslaketownship.org, so we know how 
many to expect. 
 

Keeping Christ’s Body Moving 
The Worship Committee needs your help. They are in need of 

more volunteers for Deacons, Lectors and Choir members for both the 
7:45 and 10:15 am (summer schedule) services. We also need a few 
people willing to work with Pastor and the NewSong Director to learn to 
operate the overhead presentation program. More information is avail-
able on each of these from the Worship Committee in the narthex. 

 

Wedding Coordinator Needed 
St. John’s is looking for a new Wedding Coordinator to assist at 

the weddings held here at St. John’s. This is a paid position through the 
wedding parties, and you would be paid per wedding. For detailed in-
formation about this position, please contact the church office. Applica-
tions will be accepted through July 10. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:office@stjohnslaketownship.org


 Make A Joyful Noise to the Lord,  
All the Earth! 

 We invite you to join us in making the sounds of worship and 
praise to our Lord! 
 A couple of our veteran choir members are relocating, and our 
traditional service choir is in need of willing voices to serve in worship. 
You may choose which service you would like to sing in, and you are 
welcome to bring a friend(s) or family member(s) to sing with. We nor-
mally practice for 1 hour on Wednesday evenings, and then warm up a 
bit before services.  There are no expectations other than a heart to 
serve, a willingness to learn, and a desire to love on the Lord with your 
voice.   
 His Word tells us that the heavens, the earth and all of creation 
shall sing for joy and thankfulness to our God. From the soft, loving 
lullaby that a mother sings to her child; to the exuberant praises of 
choirs of angels proclaiming God’s Glory, we are taught that singing 
voices are an essential part of how we deepen our relationships with 
God and each other. The prophet Zephaniah tells us that the Lord will 
“quiet us with His Love; He will exult over us with loud singing”. The 
Gospels of Matthew and Mark tell us of The Lord Jesus singing a hymn 
with his disciples after the Last Supper. The Apostle Paul in his letters 
to the early Church, instructed them to “sing psalms, hymns and spir-
itual songs with thankfulness in our hearts to God.” 
 There are many gifts, skills and abilities that God gives his chil-
dren; that we return to Him as offerings that bless Him for His Glory, 
Love and Grace. Music and singing are one of them.  If you are led to 
share your voice as a spiritual offering of service to Him, we would love 
to share that with you!  We know that in blessing the Lord, our hearts 
and spirits continue to be blessed with His spiritual nourishment! 
 As a growing, vibrant and worshipful congregation, St. John’s 
needs to continue having a choir with voices that lead worship, offering 
songs of thanksgiving and praise, expressing our love and joy in our 
relationship with Him—for His Glory! 
 If this opportunity to serve is on your heart, please prayerfully 
take it to the Lord for His Guidance. 
 We hope to all get together in the early Fall season to meet, 
sing some familiar songs/hymns together, and have a good time! If 
you are interested, please contact Mike Overdeer—phone or text 260-
229-0233, or email mwoverdeer@gmail.com. 

 

Church Bus Update 
At the Congregational Meeting on May 15, the congregation ap-

proved the purchase of a new church bus! The down payment has been 
made and delivery is expected in mid-September. We are still short a 
portion of the cost. If you would like to make a donation, please mark it 
on your giving envelope or contact the church office. 

 

Strides of Hope 
Join us for the 31st Annual Strides of Hope Walkathon on Sat-

urday, August 20, 8:30 a.m., at the beautiful Morsches Park in Colum-
bia City. 

The goal of this event is to raise funds for the ministry of A Hope 
Center. Motivated by the love of Christ, A Hope Center heals hearts 
and saves lives by providing free pregnancy services, resources, and 
education to nurture sexual, emotional, and spiritual health. They have 
the opportunity to get to know people who are struggling with an un-
planned pregnancy and feel hopeless in their circumstances. Difficult 
emotional pain is sometimes expressed in rushed and pressured preg-
nancy decisions. We are here to help clients in this situation with a mes-
sage of hope, excellent medical services, and accurate options educa-
tion. Without judgment, we share the truth in love and promise to walk 
with our clients beyond their pregnancy decision.    

You can find more information about A Hope Center at ahope-
center.org. This is a family-friendly event with a walk on a 2-mile paved 
path. Bikes, scooters, strollers, and wheelchairs are all welcome! 

 

Monthly Outreach Focus: NALC 
We belong to a vibrant Lutheran denomination, the North 

American Lutheran Church. We are a church family committed to the 

authority of the Bible as 

the inspired Word of 

God devoted to the mis-

sion of Christ to spread 

the Gospel and make 

disciples. During the 

month of July, we will be highlighting NALC efforts to plant new 

churches. Look for the display in the narthex to find out more.  

On July 24, Rev. Doug Gast, Dean of Heartland Mission Dis-

trict will be here to speak with us about what is happening in the 

NALC.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001s4kYIkwwqXn_SWru4336G87NlcHAOVGS_oalcvODhRzQvI_434lnvnTzvmkmdHjfHxoFvRjjybEFhG6jpklGuJfg4w4UGFwm3lH6tynn-wPY-cjxzisvNfhQM4FBAUyS_c852uMxTl8J7T0IMI-w7cvsSlSHzk0bC3nJMPjffqc56P591BogQO3A3lq-BM4ZRJTELhwkvp4=&c=2NoZOqd79G4mFgt9inIqR5cbm6EjvXJ0RqOX0OTnjRI_LYQZu1r9sA==&ch=xBUNAPzZGT2CHgFAFMCldArX7z3Lb1dN_yOPQ-M9u1cRwAj2pDPTOQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001s4kYIkwwqXn_SWru4336G87NlcHAOVGS_oalcvODhRzQvI_434lnvnTzvmkmdHjfHxoFvRjjybEFhG6jpklGuJfg4w4UGFwm3lH6tynn-wPY-cjxzisvNfhQM4FBAUyS_c852uMxTl8J7T0IMI-w7cvsSlSHzk0bC3nJMPjffqc56P591BogQO3A3lq-BM4ZRJTELhwkvp4=&c=2NoZOqd79G4mFgt9inIqR5cbm6EjvXJ0RqOX0OTnjRI_LYQZu1r9sA==&ch=xBUNAPzZGT2CHgFAFMCldArX7z3Lb1dN_yOPQ-M9u1cRwAj2pDPTOQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001s4kYIkwwqXn_SWru4336G87NlcHAOVGS_oalcvODhRzQvI_434lnvnTzvmkmdHjfHxoFvRjjybEFhG6jpklGuJfg4w4UGFwm3lH6tynn-wPY-cjxzisvNfhQM4FBAUyS_c852uMxTl8J7T0IMI-w7cvsSlSHzk0bC3nJMPjffqc56P591BogQO3A3lq-BM4ZRJTELhwkvp4=&c=2NoZOqd79G4mFgt9inIqR5cbm6EjvXJ0RqOX0OTnjRI_LYQZu1r9sA==&ch=xBUNAPzZGT2CHgFAFMCldArX7z3Lb1dN_yOPQ-M9u1cRwAj2pDPTOQ==


St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township 

Council Meeting, June 14, 2022 
 

Present: Jeff Groeling, Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Brad Bassett, Sarah 

Kuehnert, David Pranger, Monica Getts, Gabrielle Getts, Sue 

Dowling, Rick Niman, Tine Kurtz, Marcia Dicke 

-Meeting was called to order at 7:00 

-Devotion was given by Jeff Groeling 

-Minutes from the May 10th, 2022, Council meeting were presented. 

Motion was made by David Pranger, 2nd Monica Getts to accept the 

minutes.  Motion Carried. 
 

Financial Reports- Tina Kurtz was absent, council looked over the fi-

nancial reports for the month of May. A motion to approve the reports 

was made by Marsha Dicke, 2nd Sarah Kuehnert. Motion Carried 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Pastors Report- Pastor Douglas Schoelles- Pastor continues to do 

pastoral visits, shut ins, and leadership visits. He is continuing to meet 

with committees to help aid them in any way, this last month he met 

with Outreach,  Stewardship, Outreach, and Worship committees. Pas-

tor stayed up with the kids during Confirmation Camp the week of 

June 5th through the 10th and was very happy with the outcome. 15 

kids from St. Johns attended and they all had a very good week. He 

was also very happy with the outcome of the Conformation Exam on 

May 22nd and that the kids did very well and enjoyed it. 
 

Youth/Young Adult Director- Melanie Crapser- Melanie continues 

to plan events with TCC and Link group. On Saturday May 21st TCC 

went to the Auburn/Garrett Drive In, 7 attended and all had a great 

time TCC continues to meet every other week throughout the summer. 

On Wednesday, June 29th TCC will take a destination group with 

MyFrog to Chain O’ Lakes from 3 to 8 pm. Link will go to Escapol-

ogy on Tuesday, June 29th at 6:45pm. 
 

Children’s Ministry Director-Katie Pranger- The kids had Memory 

Work Reciting Day on Sunday, May 1st, 19 students were able to re-

cite their memory work. The students received a sweet treat and a Bi-

ble activity book or devotional in return for completing their memory 

work. The Closing Program was on Sunday May 22nd  with a good at-

tendance , the children sang a song, teachers received a potted flower 

as a thank you gift and Memory Awards were handed out to the 19 stu-

dents that recited their memory assignment. MyFrog continues to meet 

every other Wednesday in the summer along with fun activities and 

Service projects. On Wednesday, May 25th the youth went to the Ar-

cola Baseball Concessions to help out, 7 youth attended. MyFrog had 

Confirmation Camp June 5th through the 10th and 15 students attended 

and all had a blast.  
 

A motion was made by Brad Basset, 2nd David Pranger to accept the 

reports as presented. Motion Carried. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Outreach Committee- Outreach is continuing with a ministry focus 

each month. This month they are focusing on the St. Matthew's Food 

Bank with a speaker coming June 26. They will be trying to encourage 

a Friends Sunday in the month of July. They will also be hosting the 

Disaster Relief Conference Training coming up September 17th. 
 

Property Committee- The arm on the door closer to the sanctuary 

was fixed. 
 

Finance Committee- Audited the general funds for the month of May 
 

Worship Committee- Mark Handy will be having a organ recital for 

the congregation on June 26th at 6pm, Refreshments to be provided by 

worship committee.  The next prayer vigil is set for July 8 through the 

9th, with the healing service on Sunday July 10th.  
 

Elders Committee-  Finalizing the wedding coordinator position, they 

had two internal people interested, they will be posting the position in 

the bulletin. They will be having meetings with staff members soon. 
 

Education Committee- Was unable to meet this month, Melanie had 

to cancel the mission trip. 
 

A motion was made by Monica Getts, 2nd Marsha Dicke to accept the 

reports as presented. Motion Carried. 
 

Old Business 
 

Van Update- The deposit was put down on the van and it is still set to 

arrive in September. 
 



Tech Position- The church is still in search of someone wanting to fill 

this position, he is looking into local High Schools and Colleges and is 

looking for those in our congregation that are interested. 
 

The next council meeting is July 13th, 2022 @ 7:00pm. Motion to ad-

journ the meeting was made by David Pranger, 2nd Marcia Dicke. The 

meeting was closed with the Lords Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Gabrielle Getts 

Secretary 
 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru June 19, 2022 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 147,520.00 

 6 months of 2022 Budget -  $ 192,500.00 

               Amount Under Budget -   $ 44,980.00 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

 

2.  Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click  
on  it. Follow directions.  
 

3.  St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple     
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline: July 15 
 

 

Going Where We're Not 
In addition to leading and visiting my staff teams, one of my key 

responsibilities as the director of the Southeast Region is to find ways 
to get us where we're not. This part of the job is HIGHLY motivating 
since it is a distinctly Great Commission endeavor. It's also one of the 
hardest things to accomplish because it's largely out of my control. 
          This desire to help fulfill the Great Commission led Meaghan and 
I to go to Stanford 8 years ago. At the time, Athletes in Action had a 10-
year absence from Stanford, and the 3 Christian ministers in the athletic 
department at the time were all about to leave Stanford. As a result, we 
felt compelled to go to this significant mission field because there would 
have been a huge gap if we didn't follow God's call and direction. 
          As an RD, one of the key ways I look at our region is by simply 
studying a map and figuring out the geographical gaps that we have. 
Also, as I've mentioned in the past, our region has 28 HBCU's (Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities) and we current have only ONE 
full-time staff on those 28 campuses (Florida Memorial University in Mi-
ami).  
         To go after the unreached campuses in our region, I took a vi-
sion trip to Jackson, MS in mid-April with Corwin Anthony. Corwin is 
our Athletes in Action Chief Ambassador Officer, and getting where 
we're not falls under his responsibility nationally. 
         We don't have any AIA staff in the state of Mississippi. Zero. But 
Corwin and I believe that God is aligning something in Jackson. From 
the time I interviewed for this Southeast RD role, God was already 
putting Jackson on my heart. Little did I know that it had been on Cor-
win's heart as well, and he'd already been there twice. As our CAO, 
he'd already made some amazing local connections in Jackson, and 
we met with those people while we were there.  
        One of those places is Mississippi College. A Baptist school, we 
met with the President of the university, who directly asked us to place 
AIA staff on his campus. Once we find those staff, we will be able to 
reach out from that hub campus to four nearby HBCU's (Jackson 
State, Tougaloo College, Alcorn State and Mississippi Valley State). 
        Corwin and I made connections at each of those HBCUs on our 
vision trip, but by far the most promising one was at Alcorn State. The 
athletic director was a strong Christian man in his third week on the 
job. While we were sharing about the Ultimate Training Camp, he 
looked across his desk and asked, "What else could Athletes in Action 
do for us?" He is a person of peace and I believe he will provide wide 
open doors for ministry in the Alcorn athletic department. 
Prayer 



The table is set. Now, I just ask for one prayer. That's it. 
Pray that God raises up a team of 4 Athletes in Action staff, call-
ing them to pursue the Great Commission in Jackson, MS. 
           This is the part that we can't do. We can make the connec-
tions, we can cast the vision, but God has to call the staff. So, I'm pray-
ing for a team of 4 in Jackson. Will you join me in praying for that 
too? 
Jon & Meaghan Easterhaus 
208 Santa Barbara Ave. 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 
850-687-6120 
 

 

 

Disaster Shed Update 

With thanks to James Fritsch Architects in Batesville and re-
vised build plans, on May 19th we had approval from both the state and 
county to begin construction on the storage shed for disaster relief ma-
terials and supplies.  On May 25th, eighteen, four-foot holes were dug 
around the foundation pad which will house the posts for the walls and 
ceiling of the building.  In addition, an electrical line was dug from the 
main church building to the site of the shed.  On May 26th, the post 
holes and electrical line passed inspection by the county so that con-
struction could resume.  By May 27th, each of the holes had a cement 
footer poured.  All that work took a total of twelve hours over the course 
of two days to complete with a small crew of five people.  Dan Richard, 
the shed project manager, left for a Florida vacation with his family for 

a week which gave time for the cement to cure and harden.  The week 
of June 5th, saw the arrival of the remaining materials for the shed: 
gravel, lumber for posts, and the roof trusses.  Today, June 9th, Dan 
Richardson completed an outside power box for work equipment.  

The plan is to begin to use each of the next few Saturdays, June 
11th, 18th, 25th, and July 2nd to construct and complete the shed, weather 
permitting. The Saturday work schedule, for any of those dates listed 
above, is from 9AM to 3:00 PM.  Lunch will be provided for workers on 
those days.  Attached with this email is the schedule and work that is 
planned for on each of those days and some of the equipment/tools 
needed.  If you have a group of people from your congregation that 
would like to help and plan to come to Connersville on any of those 
Saturdays, please call Dan Richardson at 317-435-2768 (mobile) with 
the number of helpers.  He’ll also be able to answer any of your ques-
tions regarding the build and tools needed. 

On Saturday, July 23rd, the Heartland Mission District council 
will meet at Peace to see the completed structure and to complete plans 
for the fall Heartland Mission District convocation which will take place 
at Peace Lutheran Church in Connersville, IN.  As part of our convoca-
tion gathering, we will dedicate and fill the shed.  Information for that 
convocation will come from the Heartland Mission District council soon. 
Yours in Christ, Pastor Norm, Peace Lutheran Church 
 

Lutheran Night at the Tin Caps 
 Tuesday, August 2, is Lutheran Night at the Ft. Wayne Tin 
Caps! Tickets are $12.00 if ordered by Monday July 18, and $1.00 
from each ticket will help pay for all of the teachers in the Lutheran 
School system as a Teacher Appreciation event. This will also be a 
Family Feast Night with select concession items for $2.00, and there 
will be a 
firework 
display 
after the 
game! 
Ticket  
orders  
received 
prior  
to July 1 
will be  
entered 
in a special drawing. Order tickets online at  
https://www.tincapstickets.com/group/event/lutherannight22/ 

https://www.tincapstickets.com/group/event/lutherannight22/


Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

Violet Blessing Norman Felger  
235 Clingerman Ave 8834 Goshen Road 
Apt 5   Ft. Wayne, IN 46818       
Churubusco, IN 46723  

 
Joan Doctor 
8330 W. Washington Ctr. Rd. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46818  

 
Lois Grim  
11430 Coldwater Rd   
Suite 113  
Bright Star Senior Living   
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
 
Marcella Kronmiller      
St. Anne Communitie   
1900 Randallia Drive  
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectors 

                     7:45 — Sam VanEvery 
9:00 — Cindy Houser 

                       10:15 — Linda Eagle 
 

         Deacons                  
7:45 – Andy VanEvery 
10:15 – Linda Eagle 

  

NewSong Hosts  
Dan & Cindy Houser 

 

Altar Care 

Sarah Kuehnert 
 

Acolytes 
Sunday, July 3 Carter Jagger 

      Sunday, July 10                                        Bryar Kuehnert  

      Sunday, July 17 Brady Getts  

      Sunday, July 24                Elliot VanEvery 

     Sunday, July 31                                        Allie Kuehnert  
 

Youth NewSong Hosts 
Sunday, July 3                            Sophia Meyers    

Sunday, July 10                  Corbin Weible     

      Sunday, July 17                  Lake Luther Service 

      Sunday, July 24             Braylon Niman   

      Sunday, July 31      Alyssa Jonas 
 

Flowers 

July 3 –  In honor of Terry and Judy Heck’s 27th wedding anniversary. 
 

July 10 – In memory of Milan Blessing’s birthday from their children. 

                In honor of Marcella Kronmiller’s birthday from her family. 
 

July 17 – In honor of David and Katie’s 15th wedding anniversary. 

 In honor of Kameron DeWald’s birthday from Grandma           

Connie. 
 

July 24 – In memory of Edward and Margaret Fick from Andrew  

                Swihart Family and Diane. 

     In memory of Herb and Dorothy Kuehnert from Jeff and  

                Janet Crow and Family. 

July 31 – OPEN 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, vac-
uum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * 
Pasta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert 
Mixes: Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal 
Hygiene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their wor-

ship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs        — 615-7016  
Mark Handy, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald 
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Susie Groeling, Librarian  
Wedding Coordinator, (Open) 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator   

  

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the commu-

nity and throughout the world. 
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