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Town Hall and Congregation Meetings
There will be a town hall-style discussion on Sunday, May 1,
during the 9:00 hour in the fellowship hall. We will discuss the potential purchase of a church bus and other important matters. On Sunday, May 15, we will have a congregational meeting at 9:00 a.m. to
vote on the potential church bus purchase. There will be no 9:00
a.m. Traditional service on May 15 only. Please join us for these
important meetings.

Summer Worship Schedule
Our summer worship schedule will begin on Sunday, June 19.
Traditional services will be in the sanctuary at 7:45 & 10:15 a.m., and
our NewSong contemporary service will be in the fellowship hall at
9:00 a.m. We will have several outdoor worship services this summer,
with our first one on Father’s Day, June 19.

St. John’s Mission Trip
St. John’s will be joining the NALC Disaster Relief and other
Heartland Mission District churches for a mission trip the week of
June 12-17. We will be working in the Mayfield/Benton area of Kentucky, which received a lot of damage from the December 2021 tornadoes. We will be staying at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Metropolis, IL, while serving the community. Our costs will be transportation,
some meals, and a fun activity if we decide to participate in one.
Please let Melanie Crapser know if you will be joining us for this service opportunity.

Sunday School Closing Program
On Sunday, May 22, at 9:00 a.m., we will wrap up this year's
Sunday School with our closing program. We will acknowledge the
students that memorized their verses, thank the teachers for teaching
all year, and celebrate the growth our children and youth experienced
in their faith.

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles
SOMETHING MORE THAN TWITTER
Whether you tweet or not, Elon Musk’s $45 billion
purchase of the social media platform Twitter is a big
deal because he promises to curtail the censorship of
certain perspectives. While the promise to curtail censorship of public discourse is promising, what is more
remarkable is the apoplectic response of many to the prospect of more
free speech. You would think more public discourse would be a good
thing.
Perhaps we should be cautious. Do we want more public discourse of pornography or paganism or prejudice? Probably not. Who is
to say whether more public discourse will mean a civil exchange of
ideas? Based on past social media performance where anonymous
posters lob word bombs at distant strangers, probably not.
So, how are we as Christians to consider this potential Twitter
loosening of tongues? Already we see posts and memes begging Musk
The Benefactor to take over Facebook so the untweeting generation
can be freed from FB prison. One of the complaints for how these social media platforms operate is their use of computer code to limit the
reach of messages they deem unwanted. Many Christians think their
bible posts could get more eyeballs. Maybe.
Is the intolerance of this world to the posting of God’s message
new? When the Logos of God, the Word of God was posted in the
world, the world did not receive it (Jn 1:11). Even the very people to
whom the Word was shared rejected and tried to censor it completely
by hanging it on the cross.
What limits the reach of the Gospel message in people’s lives?
The Bible prophesied about social media. “For the time will come
when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around them a great number of tweeters
to say what their itching ears want to hear.”(2 Tim 4:3) Jesus anticipated the hours and hours this generation would spend on their phones,
saying, “they may be ever seeing but never perceiving”(Mk 4:12)
The censorship of the Gospel message is not new, even if it is
new to us. Apostle Paul dealt with so much more than mean tweets, restrictive algorithms, or shadow banning. So, what is the answer to getting more follows and subscribes on social media? Do we have an advocate? What will overcome the censorship of this generation that
does not want this Word?

The Word of God relies not on Twitter or Facebook, nor does it
even rely on us. The inherent power of the Word comes from the Holy Spirit. The Word creates faith
where there was none, not by
boosting posts, but because the
Spirit speaks the Truth of God.
So, our Advocate encourages us to
pray the Holy Spirit will open
doors (Col 4:3, Rom 15:30-31). Paul’s request applies to every Christian, “Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me
so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel.” (Eph
6:19). Rather than worry about Sam in San Francisco or Denise in
Dallas, we will share with our relative, co-worker or neighbor the reason for our hope with gentleness and respect.(1 Pet 3:15)
May the name of our Lord Jesus be glorified in you, and you
glorified in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ. (2 Thess 1:12)
Preacher of the Word and your servant in the Gospel,
Pastor Douglas
Current Worship Series:

EASTER
A humiliating tortured death. A chiseled
tomb. A stone door.
The last thing anyone expected.
An empty grave. Frightening.
Encountering Jesus alive! Shocking.
Hear the Good News of the event
where all of history was changed,
where new life begins.
Join the disciples in the

Resurrection Shock
5/1
5/8

Resurrection Stimulus
Resurrection Calling

Upcoming Worship Series:

CARRIED AWAY: The Workings of The Holy Spirit
Jesus promised the Spirit would guide us. The Spirit is absolutely
about demonstrating God’s
glory. Repeatedly the apostles
and the church are surprised
where the Spirit leads. Join us
and ponder where the Spirit is
carrying you!

5/15 Spirit Going Its Way
5/22 Spirit Carries Us
There
5/29 Spirit Speaking Up
6/5

Spirit Poured Out

New Member Reception May 8 at 9:00
If you went through the Newcomer’s Brunch and are ready to
join our church, we will offer another New Member Reception on May
8 at the 9:00 Traditional service. Please contact the church office for
more information.
Sprechen sie Deutsch? Habla español?
If anyone can read and speak any languages beyond English,
we would like to use your gift during our Pentecost service. This
would involve reading one or two lines. Please let the Church know.
You do not have to be fluent.

Mother's Day: ON MOTHERHOOD
Motherhood is evidence of God’s mercy.
The Bible teaches that God made mankind to be his image bearers. He gave
Adam and Eve the royal task of filling
the earth with more image bearers of
the one, true King. When our first parents disobeyed God in the garden of
Eden, all of their descendants fell into
sin along with them. Because of our
sin, we all deserve God’s just wrath.
Life, therefore, is an undeserved gift
from God, never to be presumed or rejected. Motherhood is evidence that
God is patient toward us, not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should reach repentance.
Motherhood is a gift even when your feelings disagree.
Even though we believe what the Bible says about life being an undeserved gift, we often treat the presence of life as the gift we didn’t ask
for. The dirty dishes in the sink or the laundry in the basket—evidence
of God’s provision for hungry mouths and naked bodies—become a
burden. A baby’s cries in the night or a child’s exuberant “outside
voice"—evidence of God’s grace to sustain life in this sin-sick
world—become an annoyance. Our fickle feelings about the gift of
motherhood must submit to God’s truth.
“Mother” is a verb. Whether we have zero biological children or
twelve, our opportunities to nurture others and “mother” others in the
faith are overwhelming. Adoptive mothers mother. Fostering mothers
mother. Biological mothers mother. Disciple-making women mother.
The nurturing work of motherhood is not constrained to biological
birth alone.
Motherhood is more than you can handle. You’ve probably heard
the phrase, “God won’t give you more than you can handle.” Mothers
know that this isn’t true; raising children to the glory of God
is always more than we can handle. We teach our children to sing,
“We are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me,” and we live out
those truths. Our sufficiency comes from Christ, through his gospel, to
the praise of his glorious grace.
A mother’s prayerful reliance on Christ shows the world that he is the
one who is doing the work, so he gets the glory (not us).

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director

Do you, like me, have family members who do not believe in
Jesus? If so, we are in good company. So did Jesus. At our first Group
after Easter, we took a look at Jesus’s brother James. I started the discussion by asking the youth, “How would you react if your sibling said
he or she was the Messiah?” I have to admit that I laughed to myself
for a week leading up to this question, imagining their reactions. They
can be a hilarious group of young people. Then we took a hard look at
the fact that Jesus’s own siblings (at least many of them) did not believe He was the Son of God. There is evidence of this in several areas
of scripture, including John 7:5. That’s incredible. Those who had
lived with Jesus for 30 years really did not know him. Not one of Jesus’s brothers is mentioned as a disciple during his earthly ministry.
More pain than we know must have been behind Jesus’s words, “a
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own
household” (Matthew 13:57.)
However, I think this is meant to give us hope.
The story of Jesus’s brothers can actually give us hope for our
loved ones. At the time his brothers claimed that Jesus was “out of his
mind” (Mark 3:21), it must have appeared very unlikely that they
would ever become his disciples. But eventually they did! And not only followers, but leaders and martyrs in the early church. So take heart!
Don’t be discouraged when you feel that you don’t have the right
words, or you fear that your own sin will make you look like a hypocrite. As we assess the role our weak, stumbling witness plays in our
family members’ unbelief, let’s remember Jesus—not even a perfect
witness guarantees that loved ones will see and embrace the gospel. Don’t give up praying for unbelieving family members. Don’t take
their resistance as the final word. They may yet believe, and be used
for the Kingdom! That is the power of the Gospel!
It is moving to hear James refer to his brother as “our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” (James 2:1) Can you imagine what this
phrase meant for James? The Lord of glory had once slept beside him,
ate at his dinner table, played with his friends, spoke to him like a
brother, endured his unbelief, paid the debt of his sin, and then brought
him to faith.
It may have taken 20-30 years of faithful, prayerful witness by
the Son of God, but the miracle occurred: his brothers believed. May
the Lord of glory grant the same grace to our beloved unbelievers.

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director

Memorial Day means many things to many people. To sports
fans Memorial Day is a great weekend for many sports. There’s a little
car race in Indianapolis you might have heard of. For movie fans,
Memorial Day is a big weekend, the official start to the summer
blockbuster season. For students and teachers, Memorial Day is a happy day because you get the day off. It also means that summer and
summer break is about to start. Memorial Day is kind of a bittersweet
day for parents for the same reason - it’s almost summer, and the kids
will be home all day instead of at school… there goes any sort of routine your family established during the school year. Everyone looks
forward to Memorial Day for the long weekend and summer fun, but
that’s not the reason the holiday began. Memorial Day was created so
we could remember those who sacrificed for our freedom.
On Memorial Day we honor those who paid the ultimate price
and died for our country. The brave heroes who died for our country
remind us that, sometimes, we need to put the needs of others ahead of
ourselves. They remind us that God wants us to put serving him and
serving others ahead of serving our own interests. Jesus set the standard for us when he sacrificed Heaven to come live among us. Jesus
never sought any personal gain. He wasn’t rich, he wasn’t powerful,
and he wasn’t popular with those who had power. Jesus spent his time
with the sick, the poor, and the needy. He chose sinners as his best
friends. He died on a cross for our sins. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice,
the one man who could die for all. He put us first, and he showed us
how we need to put others first. If we want to call ourselves Christians,
we need to do the same. Sacrifice doesn’t come naturally to us. We are
sinners, and sin is a selfish act. We want to take care of our wants. We
want to do what we please. We don’t want to listen to someone else,
and we don’t want to put the needs of others ahead of our own.
There’s only one cure for that kind of selfishness. We need to remember what Jesus did for us. Jesus didn’t die because he had something to
gain. He did for us what we could never do for ourselves. Because of
Jesus, we can have our sins forgiven, and we can have eternal life.
When we consider what Jesus did for us, how can we not sacrifice for
others? Sacrifice doesn’t mean we will lay down our lives as he did.
Sometimes sacrifice means giving money. It may mean holding off
buying something for ourselves so we can give to God. It may also
mean sacrificing our time, choosing to serve God instead of playing
video games. Whatever you do, don’t do it for personal gain. Do it

because of what Jesus did for you. Being a living sacrifice means putting God and others ahead of ourselves. When we do that, we show the
world just how much Jesus loves us!

Kids Club
Our last Kids Club for the school year is on Friday, May 13th,
6:00pm-8:00pm. This is a very special Kids Club for all the children
aged 4yo-5th grade. Our senior friends will join the children at 7pm
to play Bingo together. We will have a short devotion to do before our
senior friends arrive.
I would appreciate donations of BINGO prizes for both
age groups! Kids- stickers, candy, bubbles, race cars, sidewalk
chalk, etc. Seniors- tissue packets, snack foods, devotional booklets.... there's donation box in the narthex! The dollar store is a great
place to purchase these prizes. Any amount of donations is greatly
appreciated. I would love to have numerous middle and high school
helpers for the event. Please RSVP to Katie, SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org by May, 7, 2021.

Junior/Senior Friends Bingo
You are invited to play Bingo with your junior friend on Friday,
May 13th, 7:00pm-8:00pm. If you are a "senior"(older member of our
church family) and are not currently matched up with a junior friend,
please feel free to join this fun event. There are a few junior friends
that could use a senior friend. If you have any questions, please contact Katie (260)417-4758, SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org

Confirmation Gatherings
Sunday, May 1 Noon to 2:00pm, roller skating afterwards!
Confirmation Lock In Friday, May 20th 6:00pm- Saturday,
May 21st Noon
Confirmation students should bring their Bible, Confirmation
journal, sleeping bags, toiletries, and any other overnight necessities.
We will eat dinner and breakfast together, plus lots of snacks!! Confirmation Lock Ins are jammed packed of diving into God’s word with
breaks that involve high energy games!

Save the Date for Confirmation Sunday
This year's Confirmands will be confirmed on Sunday, June 12th.

MYFROG Service Project
On Wednesday, May 11th AND May 25th, MYFROG will go
and help run the concession stands at the Arcola Baseball Diamonds
again! Youth can either meet us at church at 5:45p and return to
church by 8:30p. Or you can drop your youth off at the baseball diamonds at 6p and pick them up at 8:15p.
Please let me know as soon as possible if your youth can
help out. (I need to arrange proper transportation and the Arcola
Baseball league needs to know if they need to schedule anyone else
to help in the concessions.) It would be AMAZING if you could let me
know by Friday, May 6th.

MYFROG Social Event
On Sunday, May 1st, immediately following our Confirmation
gathering, MYFROG will head out to roller skate together! Please
send $5 with your youth to help cover some of the cost to skating. We
will return to church by 4p. I will need additional drivers, please let me
know if you are available to help drive! RSVP to Katie by April 25th.

TCC at the Drive-In
On Saturday, May 21, TCC will be enjoying a movie or two at
the Auburn/Garret Drive-In. Please meet at church at 8:00 p.m. and
bring $5. Weather permitting.

TCC at Team Brookie Walk
On Sunday, May 15, TCC will be joining the family and friends
of Brooklyn Pranger in a walk to support patients of IBD. We will meet
at the Parkview Regional Family Playground at 1:00 p.m. Wear comfortable walking attire.

Link at Escapology
Link cannot get enough of Escapology! We will meet there
again on Tuesday, May 17 at 6:45 p.m. This time our challenge will be
the Arizona Shootout!

May Youth & Link Events
Sunday, May 1, Confirmation Gathering
 12:00-2:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 1, MY FROG @ Roller Skating
 2:00-4:00 p.m., Bring $5
Sunday, May 1, Youth Leadership
 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 4, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 4, TCC & MY FROG Group
 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 11, Group - MY FROG Service
 5:45-8:15 p.m.
Friday, May 13, Kid’s Club
 6:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner Included
 Please RSVP by May 7th.
Friday, May 13, Jr./Sr. Friend’s Bingo
 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 15, TCC @ Team Brookie Walk
 1:00 p.m. @ Parkview Regional Family Playground.
Tuesday, May 17, Link @ Escapology
 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday, May 18, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 18, TCC & MY FROG Group
 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Friday, May 20, Confirmation Lock-In
 6:00 p.m.
 Ends Saturday, May 21, 12:00 p.m.
 Bring overnight items, Bibles, and journals.
Saturday, May 21, TCC @ Auburn/Garret Drive-In
 8:00 p.m., Bring $5
Sunday, May 22, Sunday School Closing Program
 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 22, Link Lunch @ Church
 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 25, Group - MY FROG Service
 5:45-8:15 p.m.

Time to Register for Camp!

Young Adult Bible Study

The summer camping season is just around the corner! Sign
up your children for one of our church camp weeks. REGISTER
EARLY!! LET’S HAVE A GREAT ST. JOHN’S TURNOUT AT LAKE
LUTHER!! Please turn in your camp registration to the church office.
It is our intention to have no child denied a summer Christian camping
experience due to financial difficulties. If further assistance is needed,
please see Julie Mattes. Camp brochures are available in the west
entrance.

All young adults are invited to a Bible Study every first Friday at
7:00 p.m. at the BrewHa in Columbia City. In May they will meet on
Friday, May 6.

All Graduates
We would like to recognize all of our 2021 graduates in our
June newsletter (you should receive a form in the mail to fill out and
return to the church office). Graduates will also be recognized at all
three services on Sunday, June 5. If you are graduating from High
School, College, Trade School, etc., please contact the church office
with information about your graduation. We would like to include everyone! (If you don’t receive a form in the mail, please call the church
office with your graduation information.)

Women of the NALC
Bible Study — Thursday, May 5 — 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, May 10 — 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study — Thursday, June 2 — 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, June 14 — 9:00 a.m.

Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Friday morning at 9:00
a.m. Their current study is Where Do We Go From Here? By Dr. David Jeremiah.

Ladies Bible Study
The Ladies Bible study meets every third Wednesday. In May
they will meet on Wednesday, May 11, at 6:45 p.m. Their current
study is Living a Chocolate Life by Deb Burma.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet on Saturday, May 28, at
8:00 a.m. at the Liberty Diner on Goshen Road. All men are invited for
time in fellowship, food, and prayer.

Thank You
Dear St. John’s
Thank you so much for the Newcomer’s Brunch. Wonderful
meal and welcoming program. I look forward to a new home at St.
John’s.
Nancy Bittner
St. John’s Lake Township,
When you made the decision to host a blood drive, you helped
change lives. Thank you for sponsoring a blood drive on April 12. You
had twenty-one total donors, including two first time donors. Seventeen units of blood were collected which have the potential of saving
fifty-one lives.
American Red Cross

Baptisms
On April 24, we rejoiced in the baptism of Kendon Dafforn, son
of Tori Dafforn, and Jovie Hyde, daughter of Jacob and Taylor (Dafforn) Hyde. Welcome to the family of God!

New Members
On April 24, we also rejoiced in officially welcoming our new
members. We are so pleased to have Jon, Kati, Kamrin, and Kylan
Parker; Mark, Alayne, Zach, Olivia, and Isabelle Johnson; Bill and
Barb Overdeer; Steve Weaver; Janet Parker; Nancy Bittner; and
Christine Habegger, Corbin and Gavin Weible, join our family of St.
John’s. Welcome!

Change of Address
Marilyn Long
3832 Kingsbrook Way, Ft. Wayne, IN 46818

Condolences
St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to the
family of Connie DeWald. She was a cherished member of our church
family and will be dearly missed.

Monthly Outreach Focus:
The Fort Wayne Rescue Mission
Each month the Outreach Committee is highlighting one of the
organizations where we give our congregation Benevolence dollars.
St.John’s Mission Focus for May is the Fort Wayne Rescue Mission.
Their mission is to provide, through the power of Jesus Christ, a home
for the homeless, food for the hungry, and hope for their future. The
Rescue Mission has been a faith-based nonprofit serving Fort Wayne
and surrounding counties since 1903. With our Thrivent Action Team,
we will be collecting bath towels, flip flops, disposable razors and
travel size soaps and shampoos. Stop by the Outreach table for more
information.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township
Council Meeting, April 12, 2022
Present: Jeff Groeling, Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Brad Bassett, Sarah
Kuehnert, David Pranger, Monica Getts, Gabrielle Getts, Sue
Dowling, Rick Niman, Tine Kurtz, Marcia Dicke
-Meeting was called to order at 7:00
-Devotion was given by Jeff Groeling
-Minutes from the March 8th, 2022, Council meeting were presented.
Motion was made by acclamation to accept the minutes. Motion Carried.
Financial Reports- Tina Kurtz went over the financials for the month
of March. The total income for March was $27310.99, with the total
expenses being $36154.93. The year to date was $78724.63 with the
year-to-date expenses being 139,789.59. A motion to approve the reports was made by Monica Getts, 2nd Marcia Dicke.
Staff Reports
Pastors Report- Pastor Douglas Schoelles- Pastor continues to do
pastoral visits, shut ins, and leadership visits. Pastor said the Prayer
Vigil went very well there was a nearly two full sheets and many children signed up. Homebound communion is up and running and getting
a good response. Pastor has a new phone number with a (260) area
code and will be having new business cards made.
Youth/Young Adult Director- Melanie Crapser- Melanie continues
to plan events with TCC and Link group. TCC had Youth Leadership
on Sunday March 6th with 6 in attendance. The topic was over initiative, inquisitive and involvement. TCC attendance has been low for the
month of March, hopefully with the ending of spring breaks attendance will start to rise. Link will meet on Saturday April 30th for the
Great American Clean up from 9am to 12:30pm. TCC will take a bike
ride on Saturday April 30th from 1-4 pm, they will meet at the church.
Children’s Ministry Director-Katie Pranger- Kids club met on
March 11th with 18 kids and 4 MyFrog helpers. The lessons for that
night were sharing the Gospel with everyone. Katie has started to order
VBS supplies and decorations. She is as well starting to plan for the
Closing Program for Sunday May 22 and 9am. Upcoming events for
April included a boys only Kids Club on April 29th and Memory Work
Reciting Day on Sunday May 1st. MyFrog will continue to meet every

Wednesday with the closing of the Lent Services. MyFrog went bowling on Sunday March 13th after Confirmation class, 13 were in attendance. Upcoming events for MyFrog are a Confirmation class on Sunday April 24th from noon to 2. As well as a service project with the
NALC Disaster Relief on Saturday April 23.
A motion was made by Brad Basset, 2nd Rick Niman to accept the reports as presented. Motion Caried.
Committee Reports
Education Committee – The women’s Wednesday evening Bible
Study is up to 14 women. This summer Pastor would like to invite
people to be part of a mentor program to help be leaders in our church.
Katie would like to have summer pop ups, this is where the Children’s
Ministry will show up at different places in the community to have fellowship with our community member and church members.
Finance Committee- audited the MyFrog and Children’s Ministry’s
Funds as well as the general fund

Van Update- Sarah Kuehnert made a motion to hold a Townhall
Meeting at 9am in the Fellowship Hall on May 1st followed by a Congregational Meeting on May 15th at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for the
proposal for a van purchase and to vote on committee members for endowment committee, 2nd by Brad Bassett
Library Repairs- All the structural library repairs were made, and
everything is completed
Tech Position- Pastor is trying to spend more time on the outlook of
this position, he is looking at it more like an internship. He wants to
get in contact with high schools and colleges, or people in our congregation that are interested. He is looking for someone who has some
skills but can still do training with and have the availability to be at
church on Sundays.
Sound Treatment in Multipurpose Room- Ben has been working
with Rob to try to work in more sound treatment. It is going to be too
expensive to replace doors, but Ben is working with someone and they
have some ideas for sound treatment along the walls.
New Business

Outreach Committee- The congregation seems to be responding well
to the idea of focusing on one of our church’s benevolence recipients a
month. For the month of April, we are focusing on the NALC Disaster
Relief, and for the month of May the focus will be The Fort Wayne
Rescue Mission.

Children’s Chapel- Pastor passed around a written description of
what Children’s Chapel is and its purpose. There was a discussion
amongst the council and there is going to be changes made to it and
brought back in next month’s meeting.

Property Committee- The property committee has gathered several
quotes for possible prospects for the lawn care, until then the members
of the property committee will take care of it. There is a minor leak in
water softener, it is working on being fixed.

New Space Request
- Request for use of the Fellowship Hall by Jill Nelson on Saturday, April 30, 2022, from 12 noon to 5:00 pm for a family
gathering. Motion to approve the space request for Jill Nelson
was made by Tina Kurtz 2nd by Marsha Dicke.

Stewardship Committee- They discussed the new member luncheon
Worship Committee-The first outdoor service is planned for June
19th, along with July 3rd, August 7th and September 4th. There will be
two services offered on those days, a 7:45 early service and 9am outdoor service with a church wide activity to follow. The next prayer
vigil will be July 22-23.
A motion was made by David Pranger, 2nd by Sarah Kuehnert to accept the reports as presented. Motion Carried.
Old Business

The next council meeting is May 10th, 2022 @ 7:00pm. Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Sarah Kuehnert, 2nd Marcia Dicke. The
meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Gabrielle Getts, Secretary

Newsletter Deadline: May 15

General Fund Financial Info
$ Received for the General Fund thru April 24, 2022
Total Received for the Year - $ 103,983.00
4 months of 2022 Budget - $ 130,900.00
Amount Under Budget - $ 26, 917.00

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of
Jesus thru St. John’s. Contribute by:
1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp”
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click
on it. Follow directions.
3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP

St. John’s Golf League
The St. John’s Golf League begins on Monday, May 2 and will
run through August. The Golf League meets Mondays at Eel River Course at 5:00 p.m. We welcome both men and women to join
the golf league, players of all levels, and we look forward to a time
of fellowship and fun. If you would like to sign-up, or have any
questions, please call Terry Heck at 433-5331 or Tony Eagle at
437-3567.

Ft. Wayne Lutheran Softball League
Hola! Greetings from Peter Trevino, President of the FWLSL.
I’ve been a player/coach in this league since 1986. It’s time for me to
recruit teams for the upcoming season. I am hoping someone at St.
John’s would be interested in forming a team. League begins May 15.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
260-602-7915 (please leave a message), fwluthsoftball@yahoo.com.

This is God’s House (And Kitchen!)
Thrivent Members of St. John’s!
Are you aware that you are eligible to get $250 from Thrivent
twice each year to donate as you choose? It is a quick process to go
on line and “apply for a Thrivent Action Team”. This does not interfere
with directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars!
Here at church and at our camps we have been putting some of
these $250 dollars to great use … yet there are many more $250s
that could be used in many ways. For Example: Materials for our
blanket sewing, transportation for youth events, supplies for food and
cleaning events, Jr- Sr. events …. The list of possibilities is long!
We have 2 big challenges/obstacles:
1. We do not know who are the Thrivent members – Please
give your name to Jim or Sue Dowling so we can compile a list
for the church to have of St. John’s people who are Thrivent
members. Then when our staff has a project that needs to
purchase supplies, they will have names to call for help.
2. You may feel unprepared for applying on the Thrivent
Website - Watch for a brief training session to be planned on
a Sunday during the Summer. We will explain and demonstrate the process so you can do it!

As we move in to the happy season of weddings, graduations,
and family get-togethers, we would like to kindly remind everyone of
the kitchen use guidelines. These apply to all uses of the kitchen – big
and small. When you use the kitchen, please:
 Do not leave anything in the refrigerator or freezers after your
event – take it home, give it away, or throw it away. Clearly
marked items for the youth may be left.
 Wipe off all counters and stoves and wipe out sinks. The sinks
don’t drain well so you may have to push the water to the
drain.
 Put things away after you have washed and dried them.
 Make sure the ovens are off.
 Put the towels and dish cloths you used in the basket under
the sink. The kitchen committee will wash the towels and dish
cloths.
 Sweep and mop the floor. The mop is located in the closet
near the north door.
 Take out the trash – there are new garbage can liners in the
east cabinet by the sinks.
 If you borrow something from the kitchen, PLEASE let the office staff or someone on the kitchen committee know.
Thank you for helping our kitchen stay clean!

Family Life – An Online Resource
4 Tips for Talking to Kids About Ukraine (and 4 Ways to Pray)
1. Speak truthfully, but keep conversations age appropriate.
When your kids ask, be honest, but keep it age appropriate.
For a school-age child, what she doesn’t hear from you she might
hear at school or elsewhere. So ask what she has already heard.
Your conversations from there will depend on both the age of the child
and their emotional maturity.
If your teens are on social media, they likely have quite a bit of
information—both truth and rumors. Fear of the next world war is legitimate to them. So don’t brush off their concerns, the past two years
have already taught them life is filled with uncertainties. Do some research if you need to so you can give a thoughtful response, but also
know you don’t have to have all the answers. And remember, even
older teens need a little reassurance. If you act fearful or stressed,
they’ll pick up on that in a heartbeat. Stay calm, parents.
My son asked if people were getting hurt. I explained that, yes,
people get hurt during war. But I also reminded him there are a lot of
people working together to get the hurting people help and others to
safe places. Reassure your younger kids that they are safe at home
with you. Yes, life is full of negative possibilities, but younger kids (for
the most part) can’t process most of that yet.
If your kids are young enough not to notice what is going on,
don’t tell them. A toddler or preschooler is easily wrapped up in his
own little world, and, for now, it is a safe and secure one. Don’t unnecessarily burden a child with something they are not old enough to
understand.
2. Consider a media break when younger kids are around.
Images of war are all over the news and social media. These
scenes are honestly hard for us to take in as adults. Young kids have
no need to see them. Even radio stations might be discussing topics
your child isn’t ready for. You can catch up on what’s going on in the
world when they aren’t within view or earshot.
Instead, use the time to engage with your kids—play a board
game, take a walk, share highs and lows of the day. When life feels
chaotic, remind them with your actions and words that some things
(your love for them) will never change. GET REST FOR YOUR
3. Remind them good still exists, and encourage them to do good.
We’ve all heard the quote from Fred Rogers from Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood: “When I was a boy and would see scary things in the
news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”

Since hearing this, I’ve looked for the helpers (or heroes) with my
kids. When she was young, my daughter was always quick to notice
the first responders—the police, firemen, paramedics, etc.—who devote their lives to making people safe in unsafe conditions. Then there
are the everyday people who lay down their lives for another, or the
ones who give all their resources to help those who have lost so
much. Mr. Rogers’ mother was right. There are always helpers.
In Romans 12:21, Paul said “Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” Since this isn’t a local event for most of us,
it can be hard to know how to help.
Vet some charities and talk to your kids about making a donation to help those impacted by war. Is there something your family can
go without (a movie night or dinner out)? Some are able to leave the
country, some are not. Some are determined to stay and preach the
gospel. And as people flee the country, missionaries in the surrounding areas are preparing to receive them. Cru staff teams across Europe are mobilizing to help our Ukrainian brothers and sisters.
Attend a prayer vigil or start one in your community. Invite kids
to do simple acts of kindness right now, whether it’s taking cookies to
their teacher or dropping dinner off at a neighbor’s house for no reason at all. Spreading kindness helps “overcome evil with good.”
4. Pray with them.
Let your children see you relying on the Prince of Peace.
Model for them how to take your worries, your burdens and fears,
your concerns and heartache over a deeply divided world, and give
them to God through prayer. And lead your kids in praying for those
even 5,700 miles away. As you’re talking to your kids about Ukraine,
here are four ways to pray:
1. Pray for the safety of those impacted by the war. Have your kids
pray for kids just like them, that God would protect them from harm
and fear. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous man
runs into it and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10).
2. Pray for those who mourn. Ask God to comfort those experiencing
the loss of friends and family, their homes, and sense of security.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew
5:4).
3. Pray that the people of Ukraine would not lose faith but maintain
hope. “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah
29:11).
4. Pray for peace between these countries. “I have said these things
to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Please remember these members:
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards!
Violet Blessing
235 Clingerman Ave
Apt 5
Churubusco, IN 46723

Norman Felger
8834 Goshen Road
Ft. Wayne, IN 46818

Acolytes
Sunday, May 1
Sunday, May 8
Sunday, May 15
Sunday, May 22
Sunday, May 29

Allie Kuehnert
Elliot VanEvery
Olivia Johnson
Carter Jagger
Bryar Kuehnert

Youth NewSong Hosts

Joan Doctor
8330 W. Washington Ctr. Rd.
Ft. Wayne, IN 46818

Sunday, May 1
Sunday, May 8
Sunday, May 15
Sunday, May 22
Sunday, May 29

Lois Grim
11430 Coldwater Rd
Suite 113
Bright Star Senior Living
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845

Paige Studebaker
Ariana Meyers
Braylon Niman
Kylan Parker
Alyssa Jonas

Flowers

Marcella Kronmiller
St. Anne Communitie
1900 Randallia Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46845

May 1 – Michael & Rhonda Dennon on their anniversary
May 8 – Happy Mother’s Day to Grandma Cindy Kuehnert from
Allie, Bryar, Kennedy, and Carson Kuehnert.
May 15 – In memory of Mike and Connie DeWald.
In honor of IBD patients from the Pranger Family

Lectors
7:45 — Teresa Salesman
9:00 — Barb Overdeer
10:15 — Vicki Gilbert

Deacons
7:45 – Greg Salesman
9:00–Brandon Seifert

NewSong Hosts
Steve & Vicki Gilbert

Altar Care
Sarah Kuehnert

May 22 – In honor of Howard and Yoko Marken’s anniversary.
In memory of Colter Schlatter’s 23rd birthday on May 25.
May 29 - In honor of Virginia Fick’s birthday from Bill & Marsha.
In honor of Melvin and Dolores Kuehnert’s anniversary
from all their family.

REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT.......
In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or labeled boxes in the basement across from the elevator:


A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes.



Cross Borders –
Clothing: all kinds and sizes
Household: bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains
Furniture: beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture



The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church.
THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSSROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH.

Worship Times:

Sunday School:

7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.

9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May)

Telephone Numbers:

Church Office Hours:

(260) 489-5031 - Church

9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs.
9:30 – 1:30 / Fri.

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials
Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers,
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc.

E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up.

Church Staff:

*Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric,
thread, used bed linens.



Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses
and hearing aids.



Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard
drawer).

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand.

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List
Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pasta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes:
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hygiene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please
respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their families. Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions
to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be
given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their
worship and reflection. Thank you!

Prayer Chain:

Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor
Rose Biggs
Mark Handy, Organist
Virginia Fick
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer
Julie Mattes, Office Manager
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director
Susie Groeling, Librarian
Wedding Coordinator, (Open)
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator

— 615-7016
— 625-4384

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake
Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to
spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will do this mission by
word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the community and throughout the world.
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