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Advent Services 
 Please join us as we celebrate the Advent season with 
Wednesday evening services at 7:00 p.m. 

 December 1, Traditional Service 
 December 8, Youth-led Service 
 December 15, NewSong Service 
 December 22, Traditional Service 

 

Drive-Thru Caroling 
Please join us for an evening of caroling here at St. John’s! 

Remain safe in your car as you drive thru our praiseful pods of cheer-
ful carolers. Enjoy some hot cocoa and cookies provided by Santa 
and his elves while you take in some festive lights and a holiday at-
mosphere. Arrive anytime on Friday, December 17, between 6:30 and 
7:30 p.m. to enjoy some seasonal sounds. Would you like to partici-
pate? Have your fabulous family at St. John’s ready to sing by 6:15. 

 

Christmas Services 
Please join us for our traditional Christmas services as we cel-

ebrate the gift of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services   

 4:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service  
 10:15 a.m. 

Carolfest Service, Sunday, December 26 
 10:15 a.m.  

 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

Take Courage, Don’t Be Afraid 

Fear is hardwired into our psyche. We are programmed for 

fight and flight in the deepest recesses of our brain in the amygdala, 

our reptilian brain. When something triggers fear in our lives, the 

amygdala gets the rest of the body responding with heart pounding, 

breath quickening, muscle tensing, sweat beading stress. 
We all have been in a stress induced fight or flight response for 

the past 20 months, wouldn’t you say? Our bodies and psyches have 

been overacting to the pressures of the societal chaos we have all been 

slogging through. This overdrawn activation of the stress response to 

fear is taking its toll on us, body, mind and spirit. 
We can all recognize that regardless of economic or political 

persuasion the entire $130 billion news industry thrives on pumping 

fear into our society. They herald bad news to inspire fear and dread. 
While we are hardwired to respond to fear, we are not created for Fear. 

You certainly are not redeemed through Christ to live for fear.  The 

promise of the resurrected Christ over fear and death is “Peace be with 

you.” (Luke 24:36, John 20:19, 21, 26, Rev 15:33) 
The entire bible addresses the stress of fear. A word that ap-

pears more 340 times in scripture. The answer to fear is not fight or 

flight, but faith. Faith is trusting the LORD cares for us in the midst of 

the chaos and threat of this life. 
When we let fear overrun our 

lives and our spiritual devotion, we 

are not living by Faith and trust in the 

LORD. When we let fear overrun our 

lives and spiritual devotion, we are 

listening to Satan and his lies.  Do 

you trust the Lord is with you? (Luke 

1:28)  
Some version of “Be Not 

Afraid” occurs 110 times in the scrip-

ture. The encouragement to move past 

fear occurs in all critical stories of 

scripture. Over and over again people of faith are urged to keep up 

their courage; to be steadfast and courageous.  As the angels say to the 

shepherds, the Spirit says to you, “Do not be afraid, I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy.” (Luke 2:10)   



When we look at the story of the birth of the Messiah we hear 

over and over again the heavenly heralds urging Zechariah, Elizabeth, 

Joseph, and Mary not to be afraid and to trust the LORD.  As Mary 

proclaims, the promise of God is: “to rescue us from the hand of our 

enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our days.” (Lk 1:74–75).  

Join us throughout the season of Advent and Christmas to be 

encouraged and strengthened by the Word of God and the Presence of 

Christ. May the Holy Spirit come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High overshadow you. (Luke 1:35).    

Your Servant in the Gospel, Pastor Douglas 

New Worship Series: Christmas Courage  

Over and over again 
the message from God 
is, “Do not Fear.”  The 
Lord gives us courage 
to face the brokenness 
and darkness of this 
world as we await the 
coming Messiah. Wait-
ing for the Christ is 
courage.  

 
11/28 Courage Of The Name   
 Jeremiah 33:14-16  Luke 19:28-40  
 

12/5  Courage Of Repentance 
 Malachi 3:1-7b  Luke 3:1-6/14     
 

12/12 Courage From Honor 
 Zephaniah 3:14-20  Luke 1:26-38   
 

12/19 Courage From the Spirit 
 Micah 5:2-5a  Luke 1:39-56   
 

12/24 Courage of Hope  
 Isaiah 9:2-7 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-20   
 

12/25 Courage of the Truth 
 Isaiah 62:10-12 Titus 3:4-7 John 1:1-18  

 

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

In November during Group, TCC focused on living an active 

faith. Our youth who had the pleasure of Pastor Mike teaching their 

Confirmation class have an important part of our Lutheran faith 

stitched into their hearts: We are saved by faith. While this is absolute-

ly true, I wanted to throw a curveball at them by taking a look at James 

2:19-20: 

“You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one 

God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they trem-

ble in terror.  How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good 

deeds is useless?” 

 Does this passage contradict our belief in salvation by Grace 

alone? Is salvation by faith alone, or by faith plus works? This ques-

tion was one of the causes of the Reformation, the split between the 

Protestant churches and Catholic Church. But if we look closer, James 

is making the point that genuine faith in Christ will produce a changed 

life and good works. James is not saying that justification is by faith 

plus works, but rather that a person who is truly justified by faith will 

have good works in his/her life. Paul says the same thing in his writ-

ings. Paul informs us that we were created to do good works. Paul ex-

pects just as much of a changed life as James does: 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17) 

James and Paul do not disagree in their teaching regarding sal-

vation. They approach the same subject from different perspectives. 

Paul simply emphasized that justification is by faith alone while James 

put emphasis on the fact that genuine faith in Christ produces good 

works.  

 Why did we spend time on this lesson from Confirmation? Be-

cause I pray that they will have an active, personal faith. God’s Word 

has moved in the hearts of people since the beginning of time, and its 

inspiration has led to the transformation of cities, nations, and conti-

nents. I want them to know that the Bible is alive and active in our 

world and has the ability to pierce darkness, bring hope, restore lives, 

and change the world. I pray they will do more than just believe, I pray 

they will allow God to move in them and inspire them to do more 

through Christ than they could have ever imagined.  
 

 



Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

 Despite Christians’ efforts to honor the true meaning of 

Christmas, each December we battle against our consumer-oriented 

culture.  Parents often give in, either because they can or because they 

don’t want their kids to feel deprived or left out. From a spiritual 

standpoint, materialism shifts our priorities and dependence from God 

and heavenly things to what the world offers. As the Christmas 

season approaches, keep these concepts in mind. Children desire time 

with you, deep down, they want relationships more than things. 

During this season, prioritize spending time together as a family, 

whether you’re engaged in experiences and activities or spending 

quiet time at home. It's important to watch the example you set 

regarding shopping and spending, what are you prioritizing this 

season?  

 Jesus gave us the best guidance for living in a culture that 

overflows with materialism. In Matthew 6:33 (NLT), he challenges us 

to “seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and 

he will give you everything you need.” When we trust Jesus to 

provide, we can be generous and find joy in giving to others. When we 

help children develop a heart of gratitude, it is the best cure for a sense 

of entitlement. Gratitude moves the focus off of ourselves so we can 

consider other people’s needs and act generously in response. You can 

start by talking with your children about sharing. Then discuss why 

God wants us to be generous—and how sharing our blessings with 

others becomes a blessing for them. As a family, 12 Days of Serving 

to nurture generosity and a giving spirit this Christmas. As a family, 

come up with 12 acts of service you can perform together during 

December. For example, shovel snow for a neighbor, donate extra 

blankets to a homeless shelter, and deliver cookies and hot cocoa to 

homebound senior citizens. 

 

Confirmation Gatherings 
    Sunday, December 5th Noon to 2p 

Sunday, December 12th Noon to 2p 
 

Sunday School Christmas Break 
No Sunday School on Sunday, December 26th and Sunday, 

January 2nd.  
 

 Children's Christmas 
Program 

Please join us at 9:00am on Sunday, 
December 19th, for our Children's Christmas 
Program. The children have been working 
hard to spread Christmas cheer this holiday 
season. There will be refreshments in the 
Narthex following our program.  

 
 

Kids Club with extended hours  
On Friday, December 10th, 6:00pm to 9:30pm, all children 

aged 4 years old through 5th grade, are invited to wear their pajamas 
and enjoy a pancake dinner at church.  Kids Club has extended 
hours, 6:00pm to 9:30pm, to help parents get ready for Christmas or 
just enjoy a little more quiet time during this busy season.  We will 
have a Bible lesson, craft, games, and watch a Christmas movie.  The 
children will have a children's book exchange, please have each child 
bring a brand new wrapped children's book. Please RSVP to Katie by 
December 5th, sundayschool@stjohnslaketownship.org 
 

Senior/Junior Friend Gingerbread Bash 
On Sunday, December 19, 

11:45am until 1:30pm, all senior/ 
junior friends are invited to enjoy 
lunch and make a gingerbread 
nativity scene together. 

Please RSVP to Katie, 
sundayschool@stjohnslaketowns
hip.org by December 12th.  

 

MYFROG and TCC Youth Group 
MYFROG and TCC will meet, 6:00pm-8:00pm on Wednes-

days in December. We will participate in Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts, 
and at 7pm, we will attend the Advent worship services together. No 
Youth Group on Wednesday, December 29, 2021. 

 

mailto:sundayschool@stjohnslaketownship.org


MYFROG Lock In 
On Friday, December 10th, 6:00pm, MYFROG will help with 

Kids Club. After the Kids Club children leave, MYFROG will stay and 
enjoy snacks and games during our overnight lock in. We will have an 
ornament exchange. Please have your youth bring in a brand new 
wrapped ornament for the exchange. The lock in will end at 9:00am 
on Saturday, December 11th. Please RSVP to Katie by December 
5th.   
 

Confirmation Day Lock In 
On Tuesday, December 28th, 9:00am-8:30pm, all 

Confirmation students will spend the day together. We will drive into 
God's Word during 3 Confirmation Lessons, let out some energy 
playing games together, fuel our bodies with (unhealthy) food, and 
head out to ice skate together! Please RSVP to Katie by Dec. 22nd.   

 

TCC Christmas Party and Lock-In 
 On, Friday, December 17, from 7:30 p.m.-9:00 a.m. Saturday, 
TCC will have a Christmas party and lock-in. The Youth Leadership 
decided to have a Secret Santa gift exchange, so please RSVP by 
Sunday, December 5 so that we have plenty of time to assign names. 
Bring your favorite treat to share. 
 

TCC Ice Skating 
 On Tuesday, December 28, TCC will be joining MY FROG for 
ice skating at Headwaters Park. We will meet at church at 6:00 p.m. 
for pizza, and return to church by 8:30 p.m. Please bring $5 to help 
cover costs. 
 

Link Christmas Party 

 On Saturday, December 18, from 6:00-10:00 p.m., Link will 
have their annual Christmas party at the Mattes’s. Bring a $5 white el-
ephant gift and your favorite Christmas treat to share. All high school 
seniors and college-ish age young adults are welcome to join us! 
 

 

December Youth & Link Events 

Wednesday, December 1, Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 4, Advent Service Practice 

 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 4, Caroling to Shut-Ins 

 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 5, Confirmation 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 8, Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 8, Youth Advent Service 

 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

 Please Arrive at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 10, Kid's Club  

 6:00-9:300 p.m.  

 RSVP by December 5 

 Bring a new, wrapped children’s book 
Friday, December 10, MY FROG Lock-In 

 6:00 p.m.-9:00 a.m. Saturday 

 RSVP by December 11 

 Bring a new, wrapped ornament 
Sunday, December 12, Confirmation 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 15, Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 17, Drive-thru Caroling 

 6:15-7:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 17, TCC Christmas Party Lock-In 

 7:30 p.m.-9:00 a.m. 

 Secret Santa 
Saturday, December 18, Link Christmas Party 

 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

 $5 white elephant gift 

 At the Mattes’s 
Sunday, December 19, Children’s Christmas Program 

 9:00 a.m. 
 



Sunday, December 19, Gingerbread Bash 

 11:45-1:30 p.m. 

 Senior/Junior Friends 

 RSVP by December 12 
Wednesday, December 22, Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 28, Confirmation Day Lock-In 

 9:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

 RSVP by December 22 
Tuesday, December 28, TCC & MY FROG @ Ice Skating 

 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Please bring $5 
 

Newsletter Deadline: December 15 
 

 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, December 2 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, December 14 — 9:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Study — Thursday, January 6 — 9:30 a.m. 

Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, January 11 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will not meet in December due  
to the holidays. 

Thank You 

To Our Church Family, 
 Thank you for the cards, prayers, food, etc., that you had for 
us in the death of our sister and mom Glenda Harmeyer. It was very 
unexpected, but your warmth and caring really comforted us at this 
time. 
 Lowell & LuAna Felger 
 Daughters Monica Kline & family and Marla Wigent & family 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped out to clean my windows. It was 
very much appreciated. 
 Connie DeWald 
 
CELEBRATE THE GIFT OF JESUS 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you 
and yours. 

Pauline Olson 
 

Baptism 
On Sunday, November 28, we rejoiced in the baptism of Brin-

ley Raye, daughter of Brad and Brianna Bassett. We welcome you in-
to the Lord’s family! 

 

Open House 
The Children and Grandchildren of Dan and Cindy Houser 

would like to invite you to an open house to celebrate 50 years of mar-
riage. Please join us on Saturday, December 18, 2021 from 1:00-4:00 
at St. John's Lutheran Church, Lake Twp. 

In lieu of gifts, Dan and Cindy would like non-perishable food 
donations for the St. Matthew's Food Bank.  Donations can be 
brought to the church the day of the party. 
 

Condolences 
St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to the 

family of Glenda Harmeyer. She was a cherished member of our 
church family and will be dearly missed. 

 

 



Bible Challenge for All 

This fall I had the honor to lead a class of our young people in 
an introduction of their new Bibles.  I gave them a challenge and I told 
them I would remind them.  I am extending that challenge to all fami-
lies and I hope it will be a blessing to you and your children. 

There are 24 chapters in the book of Luke in our Bible.  I chal-
lenge you to read one (only one) chapter a day in the month of De-
cember.  You will have read that entire book by Christmas.  It will be 
an extra blessing if you do this together as a family. 

Pray to the Holy Spirit for wisdom and understanding.  We all 
have trouble sometimes with the big words or names in the Bible.  
Don’t be intimidated, we all do! Don’t worry if you don’t understand 
everything.  None of us are trained scholars! But the one who is, is the 
Holy Spirit, and He will lead you and teach you.  Just ask him! 

Father open our eyes to see Jesus in all of scripture. Bless our 
study and bless our families! In Jesus name, Amen 

Penny Heggen 
 

Cookies, Cocoa, and Crafts 
 Please join us every Wednesday during Advent for a special 
time for all members – youth and adults – to have some fun and fel-
lowship. Each Wednesday we will be making watercolor Christmas 
cards and stamped wrapping paper. All supplies will be provided and 
no special talent is needed. We will meet in the sewing room from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. Please join us for some holiday fun! 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 Church-wide Christmas Caroling Event: Please join us on 
Saturday, December 4th, from 6-8pm as we Christmas carol to our 
homebound church members! This is always a beautiful time to set 
aside our "busy-ness" and share Christ's love with those who cannot 
easily leave their homes or even attend worship services. Meet at 
church. Cookies and hot chocolate afterwards. 
 

Check Out the Library 

There are Christmas books and movies for both children and 
adults in our library. Check one out today. There are also books and 
movies to check out, as well as puzzles for those cold winter days. 

 

2022 Flower Chart 

The 2022 flower chart is now in the binder in the library.  Two 
or more families can sign up per Sunday.  The cost of the flowers is 
$20.00 per family.  You can place your donation for the flowers in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  If you do so, please be sure to designate 
this in the appropriate box on your offering envelope. 

 

Stuff A Duffel! 
It has recently been brought to our attention by a representa-

tive of Fort Wayne Community Schools that there are approximately 
50 high school students in the system who are classified as “unac-
companied youth.” These students are for various reasons homeless 
and are not in the physical custody of a parent or legal guardian. 
Shonda Lay-Ankenbruck of the FWCS Families in Transition Office 
reached out to St. Mathew’s Lutheran Church on Goshen Road in the 
hope that they might be willing to help provide a small gift for these 
children at Christmas time. St. Mathew’s has accepted this challenge 
and asked St. John’s to partner with them. 

We have agreed to join them in this challenge with a program 
we’re calling “Stuff a Duffle.” We are inviting our members to bring in 
items to provide fifteen sets. 
Here is a list of suggested items provided by Ms. Lay-Ankenbruck: 

 Duffle Bag (with a closure) 

 Fleece Blanket ($5 ones from Wal-Mart or Dollar General) 

 Body Wash Gift Set 

 Travel container for soap 

 Chapstick 

 Candy/Holiday Candy 

 Games (travel size) 

 Cards (ex: Uno) 

 Hair Brush 

 Nail Polish 

 Lotion (travel size) 

 Push Pop Bubble Fidget Toys 

 $5 or $10 Fast Food Gift Card 
Check out the sign up in the narthex and help us Stuff A Duffle! 
 

Church Office Hours 

The church office will be closed on Mon. December 27, Fri. 
December 31, and Monday, January 3 in observance of the holidays.  



Offering Envelopes 
The church office will soon be ordering new offering envelopes 

for 2022. If you no longer need offering envelopes, please contact the 
church office by December 12. 

 

2022 Calendars Available 
Sheets and Childs has graciously provided us with 2022 cal-

endars for our members to take home, to the office, or to share. 
Please look for these new calendars in the narthex. 
 

Christmas Ornament Appeal 
Each year at this time, Lutheran Military Veterans and 

Families Ministry begins their Annual Ornament Appeal. For each 
donation received from the first of 
November through the end of Jan-
uary, a one-of-a-kind Christmas 
tree ornament will be selected and 
tagged with either your name or the 
name of someone you wish to hon-
or and then placed upon their 
Christmas tree. Once there, it will 
be photographed and featured on 
their website and Facebook page 
for your enjoyment. 

Though a joyous time for 
most, the holidays often are the 
hardest for our warriors more than 
any other time of the year. The 
emotional hardships with which 
they suffer are amplified. This is 

when LMVFM’s mission statement: “Serve with Christ’s love those 
who serve” is given its greatest test. 

Won’t you please consider serving those who have served 
this nation with a new or renewed generous gift toward the success 
of this ministry? Your year-end gift will make a difference in 
spreading the Word of Christ and its healing effects on His many 
hurting, heartsick sons and daughters who suffered in war so that 
we might celebrate these holy days in freedom and joy. 
 

 

How Do You Celebrate Advent? 
With the holiday season in full swing in the wider popular cul-

ture, followers of Jesus have traditionally used four Sundays leading 

up to Christmas to prepare their hearts and minds to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, as well as to anticipate with great hope His triumphant return. 

The celebration of Advent goes back centuries, with Advent customs 

like prayer, fasting, acts of services, and special messages or sermons 

serving as the cornerstone of traditional observance. Advent, meaning 

“arrival” or “coming,” was firmly in place by the mid-7th century, 

though there are some indications Advent was taking shape as early as 

the 5th and 6th centuries. 

You’ve probably heard of Advent Calendars, those little decorative 

collection of numbered doors or windows opened each day to reveal a 

chocolate or little trinket. Marking each passing day in the calendar is 

familiar to the wider culture, even though many may not recognize its 

basis in anticipating Jesus’ arrival. 

You may be decorating for Christmas this weekend, and that might 

include a nativity scene on your fireplace mantel or in your Christmas 

village. Through the years, some have chosen to place one character in 

the scene each day, finishing the scene with the placement of the baby 

Jesus on Christmas morning. 

Whether it’s making special donations to organizations, serving at 

a local food kitchen, or visiting a nursing home, generosity with time 

and positions is a hallmark of Christian service this time of year. 

Many find this to be a time of year when spending time reading 

the Bible or devotionals comes much more naturally. The themes 

and stories are more familiar, which allow many to find comfort, 

strength, and joy in the presence of God through the Bible. The 

YouVersion Bible App and Bible.com offer more than 30 devotional 

plans for Advent and Christmas. 

 

“The Church Basement Ladies” 
“The Church Basement Ladies” Musical is coming to the Hon-

eywell Center in Wabash, on Tuesday, March 29, 2022 and we would 
like to put together a group of 20 or more to attend the matinee per-
formance at 3:00 pm.  The group cost $33 per person. To sign-up or if 
you have questions contact Lori Schlatter at 260-438-1746. Please 
sign-up by December 26. 

 



In Search Of… 
St. John’s is looking to fill two important rolls at church. We are 

looking for a new Wedding Coordinator to assist at the weddings held 
here at St. John’s. This is a paid position through the wedding parties, 
and you would be paid per wedding. For detailed information about 
this position, please contact the church office. 

St. John’s is also in need of an additional funeral dinner coor-
dinator. This person would lead a funeral dinner team and be on a ro-
tation schedule with other funeral dinner coordinators. Please contact 
the church office if you have questions or are interested. 

 

Congregation Ski Trip 
It's a church family Snow Day! The congregation is invited to a 

ski trip on Saturday, January 8. We will leave the church at 8:30 am 
and return around 7:00 pm. The Endowment Committee has gracious-
ly provided us some funds that will cover transportation, a pizza din-
ner, and all of, or a portion of, everyone's lift ticket, subject to the 
number of people who join us. Each person would be responsible for 
their twenty-dollar equipment rental if needed. We want everyone to 
join us, however, so we will happily cover the entire cost for those that 
need it. If you have never skied before, this is the perfect time for be-
ginners, while still providing challenging areas for the veteran skiers. If 
you are interested in this fun outing, please contact Steve Gilbert or 
Melanie Crapser. 

 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township 

Council Meeting, November 9, 2021 
 

Present:  Jeff Groeling, Tim Studebaker, Linda Eagle, Kathi Engle, 

Cheri Meyers, Cindy Houser, Chad Getts, Rob Niman, Vicki Gilbert, 

Diane Swihart.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Cheri Meyers. Jeff 

Groeling led the Bible Study.  

Minutes from the October meeting were presented. A motion was 

made by Rob Niman, 2nd by Diane Swihart to approve the minutes as 

presented. Motion carried. 
 

Financial Reports – presented by Kathi Engle 

  General Fund $64,305.92 

 Capital Improvement Fund $32,403.52 

 Memorial Fund $102,872.71 

 Benevolence Fund $25,075.00 

 Security Donation Fund $1,246.87 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars $4,228.27 
A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert, 2nd by Tim Studebaker to accept 

the report. Motion carried. 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Pastor’s report- Pastor continues to be busy with pastoral visits in-

cluding shut-ins, members, and leadership visits. He will be preaching 

at Christ Lutheran in Warren, Michigan on Nov. 14. He has met with 

the committees of the church and is planning Advent and Christmas 

services. Things he is currently working on bulletin and newsletter 

evaluation; new member orientation and reception in January; a new 

window decal will be up on Nov. 12; and continues to do sermon 

planning for 2022. 
 

Youth/Young Adult Director-Melanie Crapser-Continues to meet 

with the youth at Group and other activities. She is involved with the 

Mission District Youth Gathering with the NALC. They helped with 

the Prayer Blitz, G2G featuring a sign language presentation, went to 

the Haunted Castle, and the Youth Symphony Fall Concert. 
 

Children’s Ministry Director-Katie Pranger-Kid’s club met on Octo-

ber 29 with 19 children and 5 helpers present. They are collecting 

items for the Operation Christmas Child project. Katie and Missy Tay-



lor are planning the Children’s Christmas Program. In November they 

will pack the Operation Christmas Child boxes and there will be no 

Sunday School on November 28 due to Thanksgiving break. 

MYFROG group has been busy with the Group on Wednesday night, 

the Prayer Blitz, on October 23 they had a bonfire and fall activities at 

Katie’s house. They will take part in the Advent service and continue 

with confirmation classes. They had a service project to collect per-

sonal items for veterans. They will have a special fun day at Sky Zone 

on Nov. 14th following confirmation class.  
 

A motion was made by Chad Getts, 2nd by Linda Eagle to accept the 

report. Motion carried. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Education Committee-Tim Studebaker- Tim reminded us that the 

9:00 service on December 19 will be cancelled. It will not be a merged 

service with the Children’s Christmas Program. The council decided 

that there would continue to be NO confirmation children lighting 

candles at the 9:00 service. They feel Sunday School needs to take pri-

ority in attendance. 

Elders Committee-Rob Niman-Rob reported that the Pastor and staff 

were presented with gift cards on “Pastor & Staff Appreciation Sun-

day” on Oct. 10th. The Opportunities for Service sheets were distribut-

ed in October. The elders met with all the staff and their concerns are 

being addressed. Rob presented the slate of officers for 2022. There 

are some positions that are not filled yet, but the elders will continue to 

work on a full slate of officers by Dec. 5th for the Congregational 

meeting. A motion was made by Jeff Groeling, 2nd by Vicki Gilbert to 

accept the slate of officers as presented. Motion carried.  

Finance Committee-Vicki Gilbert-The committee audited the General 

Church funds, the Lutheran Foundation fund, the TCC and the Young 

Adults in October. There were some old outstanding checks in the 

General Fund that need to be followed up on and cleared. Everything 

else was in good order. The proposed 2022 budget was presented.  We 

will be paying pastor’s extra expenses (car/travel, cell phone, confer-

ences, etc.) by reimbursement rather than by allowance in 2022.   Be-

cause of this the committee has established an “accountable reim-

bursement policy.”  A motion was made by Jeff Groeling, 2nd by Linda 

Eagle to accept the policy as presented. Motion carried. Our proposed 

budget for 2022 is $397,048. A motion was made by Rob Niman, 2nd 

by Tim Studebaker, to accept the proposed budget with the caveat that 

it will change slightly when we get the final medical insurance infor-

mation next week. Motion carried. The Memorial Committee requests 

approval to buy a new paschal candle for the New Song service and a 

new green banner for the sanctuary. A motion was made by Jeff Groe-

ling, 2nd by Linda Eagle, to grant this request. Motion carried. 

Outreach Committee-Diane Swihart-The committee reported that 

they had Serving Our Seniors on November 7th. The committee will 

supply soups for Christmas decorating of the church on Sunday, Nov. 

28th. Angie Moellering of LSSI will give a talk at all services on Sun-

day, Nov. 14th. Benevolence allocations were made for 2022. They are 

currently taking orders for “Remembrance Ornaments.”  The commit-

tee will assist with the Newcomer’s Brunch in January. They are still 

working on the road signs for the highways surrounding the church. 

Property Committee-Chad Getts-The roof is still leaking. Chad has 

been in contact with Dahm Bros. several times about the roof and they 

continue to put us off. The council suggested that we take the neces-

sary steps to contact our insurance carrier to see if they can help us get 

this problem solved. Vicki Gilbert will start this process. The security 

is better. The elevator is working fine. The cleaning service is working 

out but will need to have a few tweaks. Kurt Blessing presented a pro-

posal for lawn care for the church. Kurt and a couple of other men 

have talked to 4 different dealers about purchasing lawn mowing 

equipment for the church. He is suggesting that we ask volunteers to 

mow each week. The initial cost will be $10,000-$11,000 to purchase 

these machines. This was tabled because it was decided at the October 

council meeting that we would not pursue anything until the spring. 

Worship Committee-Linda Eagle-Mark Handy would like a Lutheran 

Service Organ Manual. Pastor will provide this for him. Thanksgiving 

service will be Nov. 24 at 7:00 p.m. Advent services will be December 

1, 8, 15, and 22 at 7:00 p.m. Decorating the church for the Christmas 

season will be November 28 following the 10:15 service. It will begin 

with a light lunch. The congregation is invited to come and be a part of 

the event to enjoy the company of others and help decorate for the sea-

son. Then on Jan. 9, we will have an “un-decorating” day, beginning 

with a light lunch. The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Dec. 

19th at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. There will be no 9:00 a.m. tradition-

al service that day. Dec. 26th there will only be one service at 10:15.  

We will have a Carol Fest, where we will enjoy singing many of our 



favorite Christmas hymns. The contemporary service needs a new altar 

table. More information to follow.  

Stewardship Committee-No report. 

Long Range Planning Committee-Jeff Groeling-A Roku TV will be 

purchased for the Nursery so the services can be watched there. It will 

be paid for through the Lutheran Foundation 2020 gift. 
 

A motion was made by Rob Niman, 2nd by Diane Swihart, to accept 

the reports as presented. Motion carried.  
 

Old Business-none 
 

New Business-The congregational meeting will be Dec. 5th following 

the 10:15 service. A motion was made by Linda Eagle, 2nd by Diane 

Swihart, to accept this date. Motion carried. 
 

New Space Requests-none 
 

Old Space Requests- 

Saturday, December 11, 2021 – Fellowship Hall and Kitchen by Betty 

Dunten for a family gathering. 

Saturday, December 18, 2021, noon-5:00 p.m. – Fellowship Hall and 

Kitchen by Missy Taylor for an open house. 

Third Wednesday of the month (through May 2022), 11:00-3:00 p.m. 

– the Women’s Group 
 

Email Addendums: 

Email dated 10/29/2021 

Linda Eagle would like to have the fellowship hall as a back-up loca-

tion from 11-3 tomorrow in case it is raining and cannot have her party 

at the farm fall festival.  Five members responded with “yes”.  There 

were no negative votes. 

Email dated 11/1/2021 

I have received the information about the Christmas families that we 

annually support through Lutheran Social Services, Inc.  Again this 

year, they are asking for gift cards from Walmart for the families to be 

able to shop for themselves.  A LSSI person is with them when they 

spend the gift cards.  I have talked to Cheri and Jeff about this and they 

told me to email the council to let you know.  There doesn't need to be 

a motion for this.  I plan to have Julie send an email to the congrega-

tion about this so we can start collecting the gift cards this Sunday.  

The drive goes until Dec. 3.  LSSI would like to give $50 to each 

member of the family plus $100 for food for the family.  My goal 

would be to provide for 6 families.  We have over $6,000 in the Help-

ing Hands fund so if our goal is not met, some funds could be used 

from the fund. 

If you have any questions about this, please let me know by tomor-

row.  I'll wait to send the email to the congregation on Wednesday or 

Thursday. 

Blessings, 

Cindy 

Helping Hands Committee/Council Secretary 

Please reply all with yes or no. (The email vote resulted in no negative 

votes.) 
 

Next council meeting December 14, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Devotions – Bible Study. Motion to adjourn made by Jeff Groeling,  

2nd by Kathi Engle. Motion carried. 

The meeting was closed with a prayer from Cheri and the Lord’s Pray-

er. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Houser 

Secretary 
 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru November 19, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 281,222.00 

 10.5 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 315,560.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 34,338.00 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

 

2.  Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click  
on  it. Follow directions.  
 

3.  St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple     
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 
 



Congregation and Annual Meetings 
On December 5 we will hold our annual Congregational Meet-

ing at 11:30 a.m. We will vote on the 2022 budget, and elect officers 
for 2022 council.  Please be sure to attend this very important meet-
ing. The annual meeting will be January 23, 2022. All committee re-
ports will need to be turned in by Sunday, January 10. Those persons 
responsible to turn in a report are the 2020 chairpersons of each 
committee, treasurer of the committee and heads and treasurer of the 
different groups such as Sunday School, WNALC, Kids Club, etc. If 
you have any questions, please call the church office. 
 

2021 & 2022 Committee Chairs - Keys 
 If you are a 2021 Committee Chair, be sure to turn in your 
church key to the office before the end of the year.  Remember, your 
security code will also be discontinued at that time.  All incoming 
Committee Chairs, remember to give Julie your security code (this is a 
4-digit number you can remember) before the end of the year and to 
pick up your key the first week of January. 
 
 

Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

  

 Violet Blessing  
      235 Clingerman Ave  
 Apt 5          
 Churubusco, IN 46723   
   
 Lois Grim 
 11430 Coldwater Road 
 Suite 113 
 Bright Star Senior Living   
 Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
 
     Marcella Kronmiller                            
    St. Anne Communities   

      1900 Randallia Drive  
      Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
 

 

 

Special Events at St. John’s 
 

Caroling to Shut-ins Saturday, December 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Congregational Meeting Sunday, December 5 — 11:30 a.m. 
 Election of 2022 Officers & 2022 Budget 
 

Cookies, Cocoa, & Crafts    Wed., Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Advent Services          Wed., December 1, 8, 15, 22 — 7:00 p.m. 
 

   Kid’s Club Christmas Party       Friday, Dec. 10 – 6:00-9:30 p.m. 
 

   MY FROG Lock-in          Friday, December 10 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

   Drive-Thru Caroling        Friday, December 17 –– 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

   TCC Christmas Party Lock-in   Friday, December 17 –7:30 p.m. 
 

Link Christmas Party          Saturday, December 18  -    6:00 p.m. 
 

   Sunday School Christmas Program.   Sun., Dec. 19 - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Jr./Sr. Friends Gingerbread Bash     Sun., Dec. 19 – 11:45 a.m. 
 

    Christmas Eve Services Friday, December 24 
       4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 p.m. — Candlelight and Communion Svc 
  
Christmas Morning Service 10:15 a.m. – Traditional Service  
 with Communion 
 

   Carolfest Service                  Sunday, December 26, 10:15 a.m. 
 

   Confirmation Day Lock-in     Tues., Dec.28 - 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
 

   TCC & MY FROG Ice Skating Tues.,Dec.28 - 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
 

Additional Information 
 There will be special music 15 minutes before the 4:00 and 

7:00 p.m. candlelight services on Christmas Eve.  Please 
come early and enjoy the music. 

 Due to the Holiday’s we will not have Sunday School on De-
cember 26th or January 2. 

 



Slate of  Officers for 2022 

We don’t quite have a full slate of officers for 2022. The con-
gregation will vote on the following people on December 5 at the con-
gregation meeting at 11:30 a.m. They are as follows:  

Worship – Rob Niman 
Secretary –  
Outreach – Jon Kurtz 
Education – Missy Taylor 
Property – Paul Gerding 
Finance – Vicki Gilbert 
Treasurer –  
Vice President –  
Elders – Nathan Kuehnert 
Stewardship – Marcia Dicke (Chair), Brandon Seifert (Vice) 

The Elders are still looking for vice-chairs for: Council and Treasurer 
for 2022. Please contact Rob Niman or David Pranger if you are will-
ing to serve. 
 

End of  Year Giving 
As the year comes to a close, be sure to check with your fi-

nancial advisor about the best giving options for you. Did you know if 
you are 70 1/2 years old, your required disbursement can be sent di-
rectly from your financial institute to the church and will give you a tax 
advantage. 

A reminder that in order for contributions to be included in the 
2021 tax year, all contributions must be in the church office by De-
cember 31st. 

Stocks If you are planning to contribute stocks before the 

end of the year please allow at least ten days processing time. The 
stocks are received by the broker then it is sold which may take a 
couple of days to process. An accurate contribution amount can only 
be recorded after the stock sale is finalized. If you have any questions 
on stock contributions, please contact the church office. 

 

Memorial Gifts & Endowment Fund 
Contributions 

The Memorial Committee thanks you if you choose to make 
St. John’s a recipient of memorial donations for a loved one.  These 
monies go into the Memorial Fund. The committee will receive sug-

gestions for how these funds could be used to enhance the Gospel 
mission of our church. The Memorial Committee makes recommenda-
tions for the expenditures of funds to the Congregational Council 
which then votes to approve Memorial funds being spent.   
If an estate makes a gift to St. John’s Lutheran, because of the nature 
of those gifts, such funds are placed in the Endowment Fund.  The 
Endowment Committee invests the funds and receives suggestions 
for use of a portion of the earnings from the Endowment investments.  
The Endowment Committee makes recommendations for the expendi-
tures of funds to the Congregational Council, which then votes to ap-
prove Endowment funds being spent. 
We give thanks for the generosity of our people to enhance our minis-
try. 
 

Devoted to Prayer 
The daily prayer and Bible reading guide, Devoted to Pray-

er (based on Acts 2:42), was conceived and prepared by the Rev. 
Andrew S. Ames Fuller, director of communications for the North 
American Lutheran Church (NALC). After a challenging year in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been provided with a 
unique opportunity to revitalize the ancient practice of daily prayer and 
Scripture reading in our homes. While the Reading the Word of 
God three-year lectionary provided a much-needed and refreshing 
calendar for our congregations to engage in Scripture reading, this 
calendar includes a missing component of daily devotion: prayer. This 
guide is to provide the average layperson and pastor with the simple 
tools for sorting through the busyness of their lives and reclaiming an 
act of daily discipleship with their Lord. The daily readings follow 
the Lutheran Book of Worship two-year daily lectionary, which reflect 
the church calendar closely. The commemorations are adapted from 
Philip H. Pfatteicher’s New Book of Festivals and Commemorations, a 
proposed common calendar of the saints that builds from the Lutheran 
Book of Worship, but includes saints from many of those churches in 
ecumenical conversation with the NALC. The following introductory 
portion is adapted from Christ Church (Plano)’s Pray Daily. Our hope 
is that this calendar and guide will provide new life for congregations 
learning and re-learning to pray in the midst of a difficult and changing 
world. 
A Guide for Daily Prayer Introduction 
The 17th-century Anglican bishop Jeremy Taylor famously said, “Pray 
frequently and effectually; I had rather your prayers should be often 
than long.” Devoted to Prayer is a devotional aid to help you build a 
habit of more regular and purposeful prayer, with daily Scripture read-

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42


ings and reflections from the lives of saints who have gone before. It 
is arranged in the Lutheran prayer tradition and suitable for all Chris-
tians seeking a deeper relationship with God. This guide includes 
three times of prayer (Morning, Evening, Close of Day) for every day 
of the year. Traditionally, these prayers were observed at set times: 

 Morning—upon waking, or with breakfast; 
 Evening—at end of work day, or with dinner; 
 Close of Day—before sleep, or when the family retires. 

Using Devoted to Prayer does not require you to pray all three times a 
day. You should choose a frequency of prayer that is suitable to your 
growth as a disciple of Jesus. Many who use this book may only pray 
twice a day at times most convenient for them. Begin where you are. 
As you strengthen your habit of prayer, we recommend the following 
practices: 
For those BEGINNING a practice of daily prayer… 

 Commit to pray at least once a day. 
 Keep your prayers brisk so that you do not feel overburdened  

by the daily effort. 
 Memorize THE LORD’S PRAYER and CONFESSION. 
 Pray freely for your felt needs when prompted by PERSONAL 

PRAYER. 
 Read simply the gospel passage from the LESSONS for the 

day. 
  For those GROWING into the rhythms of daily prayer… 

 Commit to pray at least two times per day. 
 Memorize each opening ANTIPHON. 
 In your PERSONAL PRAYERS, pray in specific ways for the 

church, the world, your government, and your loved ones. 
 Use the full Bible reading plan for the LESSONS. 

  For those with a MATURE habit of daily prayer… 
 Commit to praying all three times per day. Vary the pace of 

your prayers as the Lord directs you. Use the prayers for festi-
vals and commemorations and learn about the lives of the 
saints. 

 Memorize the PSALMS and CANTICLES. 
 Collect and track PERSONAL PRAYERS in a journal. Give 

thanks to God for answered prayer and pray for friends and 
family who do not know the Lord. 

 Supplement the LESSONS with a Bible Study Guide or a 
commentary 

 Learn how to sing or chant the prayer services. Vis-
it thenalc.org/worship to find the music. 

Why Pray At Set Times? 

Building a habit of daily prayer ensures that a Christian’s relationship 
with God is not forgotten throughout the day. It reminds us that we are 
to “pray without ceasing” in every context of our lives. Since the earli-
est days of the church, Christians have prayed at set times. This prac-
tice was the continuation of an older Jewish tradition attested in the 
Psalms: “Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and 
moan, and he hears my voice” (Psalm 55:17 ). 
Throughout the Middle Ages, monasteries and cathedral churches—
inspired by Psalm 119:164 —continued the practice by praying sev-
en times a day. The frequency and complexity of the “Daily Office” 
gradually excluded the laity from the prayers of the church. By the eve 
of the Reformation, sadly, these prayers were almost the sole domain 
of the clergy and monks. 
During the Reformation, leaders such as Martin Luther and Thomas 
Cranmer sought to recover the church’s ancient heritage of regular 
prayer by translating and simplifying medieval rites for ordinary Chris-
tians. Since then, Lutheran churches, seminaries, and homes have 
recovered the Daily Office through the Lutheran Book of Worship and 
other Lutheran liturgical resources. 
Today, many websites and apps exist to make the Daily Office availa-
ble and convenient for the lay Christian. But for those without access 
to or looking to disconnect from a digital device during prayer, using 
the Lutheran Book of Worship to find all the Scripture readings and 
parts of daily prayer services can be confusing and cumber-
some. Devoted to Prayer adopts a middle road between these op-
tions, combining the user-friendliness of an app with the look and feel 
of paper. Here the Daily Office is presented in a way that renders in-
structions (also called “rubrics”) easy to follow. Each time of prayer 
can be found on a single page and can be completed in as little as 8-
10 minutes, depending on the length of the Scripture readings. 
Download the Reading Calendar: 
https://thenalc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devoted-to-Prayer-
2021-2022.pdf. 
You can view the daily readings online:  
https://thenalc.org/daily-readings-archive/ 
 

 

https://thenalc.org/worship
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2055.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2055.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.164
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.164
https://thenalc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devoted-to-Prayer-2021-2022.pdf
https://thenalc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devoted-to-Prayer-2021-2022.pdf
https://thenalc.org/daily-readings-archive/


Is Going to Church Important For My 
Children? 

Mom rushed around the house, busy getting both herself and a 2-
year-old ready. Going to church has always been a weekly occur-
rence for my family, but this morning, unusual events spoiled the nor-
malcy—I shoved Fruit Loops up my nose. 
Mom worked to remove them all before leaving, but there wasn’t 
enough time. The reality: I was going to church with cereal in my 
nose. 
So there I was … sitting in the pew sneezing out rainbows, but none-
theless, I was in church. 
Taking your children to church won’t always go according to plan. But 
in the end, it doesn’t matter if they look prim and proper or if they 
squirm and fuss in anticipation for lunch, as long as they’re there. 
Why should I take my children to church? 
I didn’t always want to attend youth group in middle school, because I 
had a hard time making friends and getting along with the other girls. 
But church—whether Sunday services or youth group on Wednes-
day—was not optional for my family. So I went, sometimes when I re-
ally didn’t want to. 
Now, I am incredibly grateful I did. I saw how my friends who casually 
or rarely attended church struggled both spiritually and in their rela-
tionship with the church body. I watched friends leave the church as 
adults because of their lack of involvement when they were younger. I 
can’t imagine what my life would look like had I not been raised going 
to church, but I can only assume my love for Christ and His people 
would have diminished. 
Going to church is important for both the spiritual and moral formation 
of a child. Your children are under great influence from the world. Lies 
about sexuality, gender, and what dictates their identity are presented 
to them as truth. Sin—such as sex, cheating, and disobeying authori-
ty—is made attractive by social media influencers and their peers. 
A 2019 study showed children are most susceptible to social influence 
beginning at age 12 through their teenage years. Laying a biblical 
foundation through going to church gives your child truth to counter 
the lies during these impressionable years. Of course, there’s no 
guarantee your child won’t make poor decisions and stray. But you 
wouldn’t avoid eating healthy food because one day you might get 
sick, right? Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should 
go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
CAPTIVATE YOUR KIDS WITH GOD’S WORD.  
Is going to church as a family important? 

As influential as it is for your children to be in church, it is even more 
so for you to attend with them. Children whose parents go to church 
with them are more likely to stay in church as adults. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 (NASB) reminds us to “consider how to encourage 
one another in love and good deeds, not abandoning our own meeting 
together, as is the habit of some people, but encouraging one anoth-
er, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 
I’ve known many Christian families that attend church together and 
many that don’t. The visible difference in the family dynamics is stag-
gering. There’s a closeness that comes from a family attending church 
together, and that seems to be what’s affected the most when not all 
members of a family are going to church. My family is very close, and 
I attribute part of that to our common bond and love for church. 
When you make church attendance a priority in your home, you’re do-
ing so much more than checking a box off your Christian family to-do 
list. You’re acknowledging the value and need of Christian community 
to your kids that they will carry into adulthood. You’re showing your 
children your faith is genuine. Jesus said others will know you are His 
disciple “if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 
Parents, love on a local body of believers and your children will take 
notice. They will love what you love. Show them you love the church. 
How do I keep my children quiet and still at church? 
The Sunday I sat in church with cereal in my nose, I was neither quiet 
nor still. My sneezes probably distracted someone, but it was nothing 
that could have been helped. 
Much like your infant’s cooing or your toddler’s restlessness, kids will 
be kids. They will fuss and wiggle. They will intensely scribble on their 
coloring pages, making the paper crumble as loud as possible, and 
they’ll laugh loudly at something the pastor says. 
There’s no perfect formula for keeping your children well behaved in 
church, but here are some tips: 

1. Let them sing and dance as much as they like during wor-
ship. This will burn off some energy before they need to sit still 
for the sermon. 

2. Give your child something quiet to do. Coloring books are 
great as your child will be so focused they will hardly speak. 
(Maybe.) 

3. Be consistent in expectations for your child in church and 
communicate these clearly. Make sure your expectations for 
behavior are age appropriate and adjust them as they get old-
er. 

How do I get my children excited about going to church? 

https://www.pnas.org/content/116/7/2713
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/foundations/spiritual-development/parenting-is-not-about-raising-well-behaved-kids/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/foundations/spiritual-development/parenting-is-not-about-raising-well-behaved-kids/
https://www.familylife.com/in-this-home/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2007/08/07/parents-churches-can-help-teens-stay-in-church/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2007/08/07/parents-churches-can-help-teens-stay-in-church/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/essentials/a-christian-home-where-do-i-start/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/essentials/a-christian-home-where-do-i-start/


Excitement is contagious, especially to children. If you show them you 
enjoy going to church, your children are more likely to enjoy church as 
well. Avoid making church sound boring. Going to church is exciting. 
It’s a wonderful joy and privilege to worship God. Describing it this 
way will make it more desirable to your children. 
Children’s ministry is another great way to get your kids excited about 
church. Allow them to participate in events where they can make 
friends they’ll look forward to seeing each week. 
And don’t expect perfection. Maybe your child doesn’t have Fruit 
Loops stuck up their nose, but they’re going to church in play clothes, 
with jelly on their face, or with a backpack full of crayons and coloring 
pages. 
That’s okay. 
The important thing is they are in church, observing the community 
and worship, and soaking in the word of God being preached—even 
when it doesn’t seem like it. Children hear and comprehend so much 
more than we realize. They’re little sponges, soaking up every ounce 
of information around them. 
So parents, take your kids to church. Let them soak up Scripture and 
the praise of His people.  Hannah Salyer, FamilyLife.com 
 
 

Lectors 

7:45 — Connie De Wald – December 5 
Braylon Niman – December 12 
Bryar Kuehnert – December 19 
Lucas Niman – December 26 

 

9:00 – Linda Eagle 
10:15 — Diane Swihart 

 

         Deacons                  
7:45 – Andy VanEvery 

9:00 – Tony & Linda Eagle 
 

Altar Care 

Linda Eagle 
   

NewSong Hosts  
Diane Swihart 

 

Acolytes 
7:45 a.m. 

      December 5             Ariana Meyers                    

      December 12      Braylon Niman  

December 19       Olivia Johnson  
         

Youth NewSong Hosts 

      December 5             Maleena Felger                    

      December 12       Allie Kuehnert  

December 19       Sophia Meyers  

Advent Services 
      December 1            Alyssa Jonas                    

      December 8      Levi Groeling  

December 15       Elliot VanEvery 

December 22  Maleena Felger  

 
Christmas Eve Acolytes 

   4:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.  11:00 p.m. 
Braylon Niman                   Bryar Kuehnert             Ariana Meyers 

 

Christmas Day Acolyte 
10:15 

Kylan Parker 
 

Christmas Sunday Acolyte 
10:15 Carolfest 

Lucas Niman 
 

Flowers 

December 5 – In memory of Marolyn Felger from her family, and in 

memory of George Dunten from his family. 
 

December 13 – Christmas Decorations on the altar 
 

December 20 – Christmas Decorations on the altar 
 

December 27 – Christmas Decorations on the altar 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Mark Handy, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald 
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Susie Groeling, Librarian  
Wedding Coordinator, (Open) 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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