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Thanksgiving Service 
   The women of the church are busy planning the Thanksgiv-
ing service.  The service will be held on Wednesday evening,  Novem-
ber 24, at 7:00 pm.  This service will be a Thank Offering service so 
we ask that you bring a non-perishable food item for the food pantry.  
Please join us in thanksgiving!  
 

S.O.S. 

On Sunday, November 7, from noon until around 3:00PM, the 
Outreach Committee will be sponsoring the annual fall Serving Our 
Seniors (S.O.S.) day. We are looking for volunteers who are willing to 
serve and honor our senior members by doing some light yardwork 
and miscellaneous jobs. Dress for outdoor work and bring a rake if 
you have one. A quick lunch will be served in the kitchen at noon be-
fore we head out. We are also looking for members or non-members 
who are willing to let us show you some love by helping you with 
some odd jobs and/or yard work. Please sign up in the Narthex or call 
the church office. 

 

2022 Committee Positions 
The Elders Committee has started the process of gathering 

names and candidates for next year’s Church Council positions. If you 
receive a call please prayerfully consider the request to serve, if you 
have any questions please contact Rob Niman or the church office.  

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
   Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, 
November 7. Please remember to set your clocks 
back one hour before you go to sleep on Satur-
day night. 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

Ashen Lump or Hot Coal?                                           

       This is an old story, but a good one. 

       There was once a dour old Scotsman who rarely went to Church. 

The pastor of the church went out to see him in his small cottage home 

along a muddy country road. The pastor knocked; the old Scotsman 

came to the door, opened it, saw the pastor, and without a word mo-

tioned him inside. He pointed to a rocking chair in front of the coal fire 

and drew up another chair for himself. The two men sat quietly and 

watched the coals burn brightly.  

       After a time the pastor stood up, took the pair of tongs, lifted one 

of the burning coals out of the fire, and put it off to the side of the 

hearth. Both men watched the lone coal as it grew ashen and cold. Af-

ter a few minutes the pastor tooks the tongs, picked up the now dead 

coal, and put it back in the fire. He sat down and both men watched as 

once again it 

burned brightly 

with all the rest. 

Then without a 

word the pastor 

left. 

       The next Sun-

day the old Scots-

man was in church, 

and he seldom 

missed worship from that time forward. 

       Every coal needs the fire and warmth from other burning coals. 

The fire and passion of Christ's love cannot grow or be sustained in 

isolation.  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 

worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming 

fire." (Heb. 12:28-29)   

       What are the tribulations and inducements that sap the warmth of 

God’s grace from your life?  What are banal idolatries that distract you 

from the love God demonstrates so powerfully for you? What dark 

skeptics are robbing you of the hope in the gospel you have been giv-

en? Why do you let yourself grow ashen and cold? 

       Come and worship to be ignited by the fire of the LORD's Spirit. 

Gather with God's family around his Word and his life-giving presence 



in the Lord's Supper.  Let the fire of Christ warm you through your 

worshipping church, so that together in Him we can warm the world 

and our community. Jesus Christ needs you to be a witness to God's 

power and salvation and to touch, alight and set on fire other people's 

lives with his love. 

       The Peace of the Lord be with You 

       Pastor Douglas Schoelles 

 

 
Current Worship Series:  
 

Eschaton 

HOPE_Shock 

God’s future sends shock 
waves into the present 
age. The world recoils. 
But for those Christ is 
saving the Hope of God 
reverberates in our lives 
now! 

 

 

Oct 31           Forever Hope                                            Hope Shock-
Big Idea:  God battles against sin and wickedness 
through the Truth of Christ 

Nov 7             Forever Saints                                           Holy Shock 
Big Idea:  We can trust in God makes us holy in spite 
of our brokenness/the world’s brokenness 

Nov 14          Forever Salvation                              Salvation Shock  
Big Idea:  No matter what happens in this life we are to 
keep our trust/eyes on God.      

Nov 21          Forever King                                        Sovereign Shock 
Big Idea:   The future is not about us, but about the one 
who is King alone. Shock who is king. 

 
 

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

At our October Youth Leadership meeting, we each completed 

a Spiritual Gifts questionnaire to help us discover our gifts and inter-

ests, and to see how God may be calling each of us to serve. Personal-

ly, I did not think the survey would reveal anything about myself that I 

didn’t already know, but was I ever mistaken! After pondering the re-

sults, I agreed with the assessment, and it was interesting to think how 

I was perhaps inserting myself into areas that God did not necessarily 

intend me to go. Of course this assessment was man made and did not 

speak for God, but nonetheless it was an interesting exercise.  

Being that half of our youth leadership is made up of camp 

staff and regular camp attenders, some of their strengths were not sur-

prising. Many of our youth leaders were created to be leaders and have 

natural gifts of teaching, evangelism, and leadership. Others had gifts 

of discernment, serving, and giving. I pray that they too pondered on 

these gifts and how to best use them. 

Scripture tells us when we meet Jesus, we are all given at least 

one spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 12:7). Spiritual gifts are specific ways 

the work of the Holy Spirit is manifested in our lives. These gifts — 

on top of our interests, abilities, hobbies, likes, and dislikes — join to-

gether to form who we are and how we participate in the work God is 

doing all around us. These are not only for us. We are not made to be 

who we are to serve just ourselves (1 Peter 4:10). I will never serve the 

world around me with my tap dancing or singing (as much as I would 

like to). But I do love to plan events. I do love working outdoors and 

young people and helping others. God takes who He has made me to 

be and matches it with the needs of others. 

Every week at St. John’s we are given the opportunity to prac-

tice putting our attention less on ourselves and more on others. We 

will not be perfect. We may find ourselves serving in an area that 

doesn't match our gifting and need to adjust. We may also find we love 

a group of people or an area of ministry more than we thought we 

could. Either way, we jump in and start. The discovery process of how 

God can take our unique selves and join with the work He is doing will 

last our entire lives. As we grow, as stages of life change, as we meet 

new people and participate in new activities, new ways to serve others 

will become clear to us. But our heart posture must always be the 

same: what can I do to serve other people? In this, God weaves a beau-

tiful relationship in us and through us, as we all work together for His 

kingdom. 

https://newspring.cc/articles/what-are-spiritual-gifts-and-how-can-i-use-them
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Corinthians+12:7
http://newspring.cc/holy-spirit
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Peter+4:10
http://newspring.cc/groups


Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

 November is the perfect month to focus on gratitude. One great 

way to show gratitude is serving others and forming habits of gener-

osity. And such expressions of gratitude don’t have to be grand. Poet 

William Wordsworth said the “best portion” of good people’s lives are 

their “little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love.” 

Small acts of gratitude can make a big difference. Here are a few tips 

to help you and your children grow into lifelong givers and servers.  

You should choose fun, age-appropriate serving opportunities for your 

whole family, and keep them within reasonable time limits. As you 

serve, discuss with children what you’re doing—and why.  

 There are many opportunities you can serve together at church 

and in the community. Recognition cookies are a great way to show 

gratitude to people in our community that don't always get recognized 

for their hard work such as teachers, firefighters, police, the list can go 

on. As a family bake some cookies to deliver to a group of individuals 

that you feel need to be recognized, make sure you include a thank you 

note! As kids get older, encourage them to participate in anonymous 

serving projects to learn that generosity is its own reward. Let kids 

brainstorm their own acts of service. As you and your family serve, re-

inforce the message that we give to and serve others because we love 

Jesus, who’s given so much. Research shows that thankful kids get 

better grades, experience less depression, are more content, and main-

tain a more positive outlook on life. Encourage your kids to be grateful 

and to give back, by offering them authentic experiences for sharing 

and serving. Yes, you may have to do these things alongside your chil-

dren—but that’s a good thing.  

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, 

and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the 

amount you get back.”  —Luke 6:38 
   

Thanksgiving Break 
There will be no MY FROG Group on Wednesday, November 

24th, and no Sunday School and Confirmation Class on Sunday, No-
vember 28th. 

Confirmation Gatherings 
Sunday, November 7th Noon to 2p 

Sunday, November 14th Noon to 2p 

MYFROG's Collection for Veterans 
MYFROG is currently collecting items for veterans at The 

Shepherds House. The items needed are hand sanitizer, hand and 
body lotions, finger nail clippers, shower loofas, travel size Q-tips with 
a case, shorts (sizes small- 3XL), and lounge pants (sizes small-3XL). 
Please place any donations in the box in the Narthex by November 
9th. MYFROG will deliver the items on Wednesday, November 10th at 
6:30p.  

 

MYFROG will head to SkyZone 
On Sunday, November 14th immediately following our Confir-

mation gathering, MYFROG will head to SkyZone! Please send $5 
with your youth to help cover some of the cost. We will return to 
church by 4p. I will need additional drivers, please let me know if you 
are available to help drive!  

 

Kids Club 
Kids Club will pack boxes for 

Operation Christmas Child on Friday, 
November 12th, 6p-8p. Dinner will be 
served.  Please have donations turned in 
by November 8th. On Sunday, November 
14th, we will have a special offering to help 
cover the cost to ship the boxes.  

RSVP to Katie by November 8th, 
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 
 

Children's Christmas Program 
Save the date for our Children's Christmas Program on Sun- 

day, December 19th at 9:00 am.  
  

TCC Lock-In 
On Friday, November 26, at 6:30 p.m., TCC will begin their 

annual lock-in. We will make our yummy peanut brittle, play games, 
and eat lots of food. The following morning, Saturday, November 27, 
we will travel to Hobby Lobby, 5519 Coldwater Road, to ring the Sal-
vation Army bell from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. For planning and trans-
portation purposes, please RSVP to Melanie Crapser. 

 



November Youth Events 

Wednesday, November 3, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 3, Group - TCC & MY FROG 

 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 7, Confirmation 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 7, TCC @ S.O.S. 

 12:00-3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 10, Group -  MY FROG 

 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

 Shepherd’s House Service Project 
Friday, November 12, Kid's Club  

 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

 Operation Christmas Child 
Saturday, November 13, TCC @ Churubusco Musical 

 Snoopy! 

 Meet there at 6:45 p.m. 
Sunday, November 14, Youth Leadership 

 11:30-1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 14, Confirmation 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 14, MY FROG @ SkyZone 

 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 Please bring $5 
Wednesday, November 17, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 17, Group - TCC & MYFROG 

 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 
Sunday, November 21 – Link Lunch @ Church 

 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 26, TCC Lock-In 

 6:30 p.m. – Saturday, November 27, 1:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 27, TCC Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
@ Hobby Lobby 

 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 28, Link @ Night of Lights 

 5:00-8:30 p.m. 

Link Lunch 

 On Sunday, November 21, Link lunch will be at Church. This 
will be our Thanksgiving lunch. All high school seniors and college-ish 
age young adults are welcome to join us! 
 

Link at Night of  Lights 
On Sunday, November 28, Link will be heading to Fort Wayne to enjoy 
some Coney Island and Christmas lights. We will meet at church at 
5:00 and return around 8:30 p.m. All high school seniors and college-
ish age young adults are invited to bundle up and join us! 

 

Prayer Blitz 
On Wednesday, October 13, our youth and several congrega-

tion members took to the streets for a “Prayer Blitz”. We covered our 
Pine Valley community in pray-
er including our police, fire, and 
EMS, our families, those in as-
sisted living, our farmers, and 
our church and congregation. It 
was a meaningful time as we 
all prayed and recited Bible 
verses at numerous stops 
throughout the community.  

Philippians 4:6-7 do not be 
anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline: November 15 

 



Thank You 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church of Lake Township, 
 It is so heartening when we receive a gift from a generous do-
nor that allows us to say “yes” to one more child, family, or deserving 
adult who needs the services of Lutheran Social Services of Indiana. 
Thank you for your gift of $34.00.  

Thank you for your continued support to LSSI and for those we 
serve. The need is greater than ever and we could not do this without 
your prayers and support! 

Sincerely, Kristi Stanley, Director of Intake/Grants Manager 
 

Bible Challenge for All 
This fall I had the honor to lead a class of our young people in 

an introduction of their new Bibles.  I gave them a challenge and I told 
them I would remind them.  I am extending that challenge to all fami-
lies and I hope it will be a blessing to you and your children. 

There are 24 chapters in the book of Luke in our Bible.  I chal-
lenge you to read one (only one) chapter a day in the month of De-
cember.  You will have read that entire book by Christmas.  It will be 
an extra blessing if you do this together as a family. 

Pray to the Holy Spirit for wisdom and understanding.  We all 
have trouble sometimes with the big words or names in the Bible.  
Don’t be intimidated, we all do! Don’t worry if you don’t understand 
everything.  None of us are trained scholars! But the one who is, is the 
Holy Spirit, and He will lead you and teach you.  Just ask him! 

Father open our eyes to see Jesus in all of scripture. Bless our 
study and bless our families! In Jesus name, Amen 

Penny Heggen 
 

Building Firm Foundations 
Because we live in a beach town, our pastor says that people 

literally move here to build their lives on the sand. In contrast, he mo-
tivates us to build our lives on the reality of Jesus. This has struck me 
as quite relevant because after our sixth move in seven years, 
Meaghan and I are ready to build a firm foundation here that lasts 
much longer. 
            As you can imagine, our first few months living here have 
been devoted to building these foundations. We are establishing our 
home. We are getting our boys established in new schools. And, we 
are building new relationships in our community and making many 
great Christian friends already.  

           With our Southeast Regional Staff team, these first 
three months have been devoted to building a firm foundation as well. 
In order to lead long term, I am trying to build deep relationships, es-
tablish trust, encourage and shepherd, and develop a strong team.  
          Now that I’ve been in the role for a few months, I’m past the in-
troductory stage with my team and learning how to lead each staff 
member in unique ways. I’m finally getting trips on the calendar to visit 
our teams around the region. After each campus visit, I’ll send a short 
newsletter introducing you to that team. 

PLEASE PRAY: 

 That we would develop a strong community of Jesus centered 
friendships. 

 That we would have wisdom and insight to encourage each 
AIA staff team we visit. 

 That we would continue to have patience as we get our life in 
order after moving. 

In Christ, Jon & Meaghan 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, November 4 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, November 9 — 9:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Study — Thursday, December 2 — 9:30 a.m. 

Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, December 7 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will not meet in November or De-
cember due to the holidays. 
 

Memorial Christmas Ornaments 
 The Outreach Committee will again be offering the opportunity 

to purchase special, engraved ornaments to help you lovingly remem-
ber loved ones who have passed away. If you would like to purchase 
an ornament, ($8.50) please fill out the order forms in the narthex 
by November 30th.  Please make checks payable to Kain Engraving. If 
you have any questions, please contact Diane Swihart or Sue 
Dowling. 

 



Let’s Deck the Halls! 
 Please join us after the 10:15 service on Sunday, November 
28, for a fun afternoon of decorating the church for the Christmas 
season. A light lunch will be provided and everyone who is able is 
asked to bring a dessert to share. All ages are encouraged to attend 
and enjoy some fellowship and Christmas spirit! 
 

Advent Services 
 Please join us as we celebrate the Advent season with 
Wednesday evening services at 7:00 p.m. 

 December 1, Traditional Service 

 December 8, Youth-led Service 

 December 15, NewSong Service 

 December 22, Traditional Service 
 

Christmas Plants 
As in the past we will decorate our Altar for the Christmas Eve 

and Christmas morning services with beautiful plants including Poin-
settias, Amaryllis, and Christmas Cactus. Red, white, pink, cinnamon, 
and marble poinsettias are available in a 6” size for $11.00, a 4” 
Christmas Cactus for $6.00, and a 6” Amaryllis for $16.00. All plants 
will be beautifully wrapped in foil with a ribbon. We will be ordering 
them from Heller’s Nursery in Decatur so we need to have all orders 
no later than Tuesday, November 30.  

If you would like to order a plant, please fill out one of the en-
velopes which are on the table in the Narthex, the back of the sanctu-
ary or in the fellowship hall and place it with your payment in the offer-
ing plate or in the box outside the office. Plants may be taken home 
by those who have purchased them after Christmas Day services. 
Those plants that are not picked up by Sunday, January 2, will be giv-
en to shut-ins and our nursing home residents. 

 

LSSI Christmas Families 
 This year we will once again be supporting LSSI through the 
Christmas Families program. At the time of publication, we have not 
received specific information from LSSI, but please watch for the dis-
play in the narthex and for further information in the Sunday bulletins. 

2022 Flower Chart 

The 2022 flower chart is now in the binder in the library.  Two 
or more families can sign up per Sunday.  The cost of the flowers is 
$20.00 per family.  You can place your donation for the flowers in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  If you do so, please be sure to designate 
this in the appropriate box on your offering envelope. 
  

In Search Of… 
St. John’s is looking to fill two important rolls at church. We are 

looking for a new Wedding Coordinator to assist at the weddings held 
here at St. John’s. This is a paid position through the wedding parties, 
and you would be paid per wedding. For detailed information about 
this position, please contact the church office. 

St. John’s is also in need of an additional funeral dinner coor-
dinator. This person would lead a funeral dinner team and be on a ro-
tation schedule with other funeral dinner coordinators. Please contact 
the church office if you have questions or are interested. 

 

Church Security 
After all groups and meetings, and if you are the last one here 

on Sunday morning, please double check to ensure all doors are se-
curely shut and locked. The door by the kitchen is especially tricky 
and needs pulled shut firmly. We have had several times when doors 
weren’t locked and we believe that on at least one occasion someone 
entered the church during the night. We appreciate everyone’s vigi-
lance in this matter. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
The church office will soon be ordering new offering envelopes 

for 2022. If you no longer need offering envelopes, please contact the 
church office by December 12. 

 

2022 Calendars Available 
Sheets and Childs has graciously provided us with 2022 cal-

endars for our members to take home, to the office, or to share. 
Please look for these new calendars in the narthex. 

 

 



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township 

Council Meeting, October 11, 2021 
 

Present:  Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Vicki Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Tim 

Studebaker Chad Getts, Jeff Groeling, Diane Swihart, Kathi Engle, 

Cheri Meyers, Rob Niman, and Cindy Houser 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by  Cheri Meyers.   

Devotions were the Bible Study. 

Minutes from the September 14, 2021 were presented by Cindy 

Houser.  There were no additions or corrections.  A motion was made 

by Jeff Groeling, 2nd by Linda Eagle, to approve the minutes.  Sally 

Stites has turned in her resignation as secretary of the church council.  

Cindy Houser will assume the duties of secretary through the end of 

the year. 
 

Financial Reports – Kathi Engle 

  General Fund- $73,516.94 

 Capital Improvement Fund – $30,977.27 

 Memorial Fund - $99,507.71 

 Benevolence Fund - $17,575.00 

 Security Donation Fund - $1,246.86 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars - $4,499.58 

A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert, 2nd by Diane Swihart to approve 

the report.  Motion carried. 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Pastor’s report -Pastor Douglas Schoelles – Pastor is continuing pas-

toral visits with shut ins, staff, and others.  The US 30 Coalition is 

moving the ball on the updates to US 30.  He also has had team meet-

ings, continuing with ministry efforts, and ministry groups.  Our at-

tendance is beginning to climb (although slowly.)  The Shepherd’s 

Phone Call Ministry is launching soon. 
 

Youth/Young Adult Director-Melanie Crapser – There are many ac-

tivities that the TCC and Link are doing.  They have been doing lots of 

community service projects and lots of fun activities.  Melanie has 

been asked to lead and coordinate the Heartland Mission District  an-

nual youth gathering.  This is the 2nd year she has done this.  During 

August and September, she spent time contacting all the mission dis-

trict churches by email, snail mail, and phone calls, coordinated a  

mission district service project the NALC Disaster Preparedness, at-

tended several meetings with the mission district council, and put to-

gether a youth program for the day. 
 

Children’s Ministry Director-Katie Pranger – Project 216 was a 

huge success with 90 volunteers packing over 20,000 meals in under 2 

hours! Kid’s Club Kick off was at the Kuehnert Fall Festival and had 

10 families attend.  Rally Day was a success and Sunday school is off 

to a great start.  A motion was made by Rob Niman, 2nd by Diane Swi-

hart to approve the staff reports.  Motion carried. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Education Committee- Tim Studebaker – Continuing to support 

Melanie and Katie in their activities.  The Children’s Christmas Pro-

gram will be December 19.  They need to use the sanctuary for the 

program.  Council decided that the 9:00 Traditional Service will be 

cancelled that day.  Mistakenly the parents of confirmation students 

were charged for the Bibles that the children will use in confirmation.  

Parents will be reimbursed for this cost. 

Worship Committee – Linda Eagle – They have their committee 

members for next year:  Chairman-Sarah Kuehnert, Kathi Engle, 

Michelle Felger, Kathy Doseck, Dawn Dice.  They are still in need of 

a Vice Chair.   The children’s bulletins will be printed again for Sun-

day services.  The committee would like for the offering plates to be 

brought up to the altar to be blessed on the last stanza of the sermon 

hymn.  Michelle Felger will oversee the Altar Guild sub-committee.  

There will not be a hanging of the greens service this year, but we will 

have a “Decorating the Church Day” on November 21st following the 

10:15 service.  All are invited to join us for a light lunch and then help 

with the decorating.  No one is too old or too young to join in the fun.  

On January 9th we will have an “undecorating the church” following 

the 10:15 service.  There will be a mid-week Advent service this year 

beginning on December 1 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be one service on 

December 26th at 9:00 a.m.  We will have a song fest that day with a 

cookie bar after.  A traditional Thanksgiving service will be scheduled 

on November 24.   

Elders Committee – Rob Niman – The Opportunities for Service 

sheets will be collected on October 16.  The committee honored our 

Pastor and staff members on October 10.  Marsha Dicke will chair the 

Stewardship Committee next year.  They still need a vice chair.   



Nathan Kuehnert will be the vice chair for the elders committee.  The 

window decals on the front windows of the doors need to be updated 

to the correct times.  

Finance Committee – Vicki Gilbert – The committee audited the 

General Church Fund, the WNALC, and the Endowment Fund in Sep-

tember.  There are some minor items in the General Fund that need to 

be followed up on and cleared.  Everything else was in good order.  A 

3-year renewal contract was signed with Pushpay for monthly service 

costs at $120 per month.  A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert, 2nd by 

Jeff Groeling, to buy the ProPresenter Software, Mics mounts for 

drums, and PC Custom Computing Workstation for the New Song ser-

vice.  Motion carried.  The task force to research a church-owned van 

will meet on October 12.  The Endowment committee will set up the 

investments for the Seminarian Scholarship Fund as soon as the seed 

money is received – most likely before the year-end.  A new paschal 

candle needs to be purchased.  A motion was made by Kathi Engle, 2nd 

by Jeff Groeling to purchase the candle with Memorial Fund money. 

The Memorial Committee would like the following information pro-

vided to families when they come into the church to discuss funeral ar-

rangements: 

Memorial Gifts & Endowment Fund Contributions: 
“The Memorial Committee thanks you if you choose to make St. John’s 

a recipient of memorial donations for a loved one.  These monies go 

into the Memorial Fund. The committee will receive suggestions for 

how these funds could be used to enhance the Gospel mission of our 

church. The Memorial Committee makes recommendations for the ex-

penditures of funds to the Congregational Council which then votes to 

approve Memorial funds being spent.   

If an estate makes a gift to St. John’s Lutheran, because of the nature 

of those gifts, such funds are placed in the Endowment Fund.  The En-

dowment Committee invests the funds and receives suggestions for use 

of a portion of the earnings from the Endowment investments.  The 

Endowment Committee makes recommendations for the expenditures 

of funds to the Congregational Council, which then votes to approve 

Endowment funds being spent. 

We give thanks for the generosity of our people to enhance our minis-

try.” 
 

Outreach Committee – Diane Swihart – The Sunday Children ‘s Of-

fering will be given to Missionary Kathleen Lutz.  Friend’s Sunday 

was held on Sunday, Oct. 10, and it was discussed about have a 

Friend’s Sunday once a quarter instead of only once a year.  Name tags 

are completed and are being used.  SOS – Serving our Seniors – is be-

ing planned for Nov. 7th.  Outreach will provide soups on Sunday, No-

vember 21st for the Christmas decorating of the church.   They are tak-

ing requests for where next year’s benevolence funds will be sent.  The 

$30,000 for benevolence for this year will be distributed soon.   And at 

long last, donuts will begin again in two weeks!! 

Property Committee- Chad Getts – The roof leak in the library was 

supposed to be fixed and Dahm Brothers said they fixed it but didn’t.  

There is extensive damage to the dry wall and some damage down-

stairs from the water.  Dahm Brothers is checking with their insurance 

company to see if we can be reimbursed for the cost to fix the walls.  

The repairs to the roof will be done this week.  A new cleaning lady 

began on Oct. 8.   The committee will seek bids in the spring for the 

mowing. 

Stewardship Committee – Shelly Roberson – A blood drive is sched-

uled for Wednesday, Oct. 20 from 1:00-6:00.   
 

A motion was made by Linda Eagle, 2nd by Rob Niman to approve the 

committee reports.  Motion carried. 
 

Old Business – None 
 

New Business  
Space requests:  Use of Conference room and kitchen on Thursday, 

Nov. 18, 2021, from 6:00-10:00 p.m. by Marilyn Long for a Willing 

Workers Home Ec Club. 

Request for use of Fellowship Hall & kitchen on Saturday, December 

11, 2021, for a family gathering by Betty Dunten.   
 

A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert, 2nd by Tim Studebaker to grant 

these requests.  Motion carried. Pastor mentioned possibly having 

some homeschool opportunities in the future. 
 

Next meeting:  November 9, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. Devotion:  Bible Study 

The meeting was adjourned. Pastor prayed over our Ministry. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Houser 

Secretary 

 



General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru October 24, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 268,178.00 

 10 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 294,980.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 26,802.00 
 

 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

 

2.  Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click  
on  it. Follow directions.  
 

3.  St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple     
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 

Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

  

 Violet Blessing  
      235 Clingerman Ave  
 Apt 5          
 Churubusco, IN 46723   
   
 Lois Grim 
 11430 Coldwater Road 
 Suite 113 
 Bright Star Senior Living   
 Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
 
     Marcella Kronmiller                            
    St. Anne Communities   

      1900 Randallia Drive  
      Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 

Family Life – an Online Resource 
That Same Stupid Fight: Handling Conflict with Your Spouse 
There’s a reason so many of us would rather get a cavity filled with 
Kenny G in the background than have that same … stupid … fight. 
Conflict with your spouse is inevitable for all couples. (Whoever got 
the idea into our heads that “marriage should be easy”… probably 
wasn’t married.) How can you deal? 
The following concepts from Peacemaker Ministries may result in love 
being a little less of a battlefield. 
Why do we fight? 
Conflict with your spouse happens when values collide. He wishes 
she would park straight; she wishes he would apply the same logic to 
getting his socks 17 inches closer to the hamper. 
As James 4:1 puts it, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?” 
Our goals are thwarted. 
Conflict with your spouse can be unspoken or overt, tangible or intan-
gible, quiet or quite loud. They can involve clashes within ourselves, 
with others, with the world at large, and with God Himself. 
Conflicts can be tricky because the way we go about handling them is 
heavily influenced by the culture in our family of origin. Whether our 
“normal” includes glossing over, gossiping, lashing out, storming 
away, or having a family meeting, our personal experience has dictat-
ed “acceptable” responses to conflict. 
We all fall on a spectrum, right? 

 Escaping: There are the classic “stuffers,” who prefer a false 
peace. They’re escaping conflict by outright denial, internaliz-
ing responses to conflict, perhaps denying. 

 Attacking: On the other end of the spectrum are “blowers,” 
who shoot for a false justice. They might attack with words, 
physical force, or the withdrawal of privileges, like money or 
sex. 

 Peacemaking: In the middle of these extremes is the true 
peace and true justice of godly responses: Talking it out. Find-
ing a mediator. Overlooking an offense. Jesus calls us 
“blessed” when we are peacemakers (Matthew 5:9). Not 
peace-fakers. Not peace-breakers. 

The replay 
We don’t act as “peacemakers” just because it’s the moral thing to do. 
It’s because when we enter conflict, we have the opportunity to honor 
God and replay His actions when He was in conflict with us. 
(Wait. How I handle my spouse’s workaholism is a chance to exempli-
fy the gospel? Please explain.) 



When sin broke our relationship with God, He went the distance to re-
pair that relationship and make peace with us. When we were His en-
emies, God demonstrated the quality and quantity of His love by mak-
ing a way for peace (see Romans 5:8). And it’s a job God has passed 
on to us. 
Second Corinthians 5:18-20 puts it this way: 
Through Christ [God] reconciled us to himself and gave us the minis-
try of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
The way we show forgiveness, peace, and justice in our relationships 
is a show-and-tell about what God did for us through Jesus.  
So your response to the sniping of your mother-in-law, or your hus-
band’s passivity, or your wife’s nagging? 
Those are opportunities to honor God and grow more like Him. (Will I 
obey God and trust Him? Will I make my desires, my goals, my 
“rights,” and my agenda serve His will above mine? What is His will?). 
Conflict also allows us to serve others and to grow as it gives us new 
ways of looking at life. 
Does that mean conflict with your spouse could actually improve the 
relationship?! 
That’s exactly what I’m saying.FIGHTING FAIR: YOUR GUIDE 
What next? 
When my kids had learned some basic, conflict-management skills, I 
was eager to lay down my referee’s jersey and whistle and let them fi-
nally work it out on their own: Sit here. Don’t get up till it’s resolved. 
Do not pass “Go.” Do not collect $200.  
Yet even that tended to drag on, sounding like a couple of cats tied up 
together in a sack. But you know what helped them cut to the chase 
far quicker? 
Asking them to start with the log in their own eye. This comes 
from Matthew 7:5: “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your broth-
er’s eye.” 
I get to the core of the conflict a lot faster when I start with addressing 
my own heart issues. Which means … 
Resolving conflict with your spouse in a healthy way starts with 
taking 100% responsibility for our contribution—even if we think 
our contribution is only 5% of the problem. Here’s a tip I heard 
from author Gary Thomas: We always underestimate the impact our 
sin has on other people. 

Often, our desires have swollen not just from something we want, but 
into something we must have. So we’re willing to pass judgment and 
mete out punishment in order to achieve that desire (even in stealthy 
forms like the silent treatment or emotional withdrawal). We’re not 
trusting God to meet those desires. They have become demands. 
As you’re able, consider how to embrace humility and confess to 
the other person (you might be surprised how this gets the ball roll-
ing). Admit specifically what you did, as well as admitting the attitude 
that was in your heart. And don’t forget to acknowledge the hurt 
you’ve caused. 
The PAUSE process 
So you’ve decided you’ll intentionally honor God and trust Him with 
this conflict with your spouse. You’ve spent time searching your heart 
and repenting from your own sin. How can you move to a place where 
it’s not “us against each other” but “us against the problem”?  
How can this become “Let’s work on the issue of household division of 
labor” rather than “her vs. him”? 
Peacemakers outlines a five-step process to keep in mind: 
1. Prepare: Seek counsel. Pray. Continue to examine your own heart 
and reactions. 
2. Affirm Relationships: Show value for the relationship and hope for 
the future. Help them feel secure to address the problem and not wor-
ry about protecting themselves. 
3. Understand and Acknowledge Interests: People’s positions are 
motivated by their spoken and unspoken interests: Concerns. Desires. 
Needs. Limitations. Fears. Values. 
It might help to dig below the presenting issue—whose family to visit 
over the holidays, or how you’re talking to me when you’re exhausted 
from work, or whose turn it is to cart the kids to school. Look beneath 
that: What’s the desire of each person, and why is it important to them 
(even if they’re expressing those in illegitimate, unjust, or downright 
rude ways)? 
For example, behind the clipped responses after your long day at 
work? Maybe your spouse feels like everyone else gets the polite, 
presentable side of you. Or that ultimately, you don’t appreciate or tru-
ly see him or her. 
4. Search for Creative Solutions: There are almost always more 
than two options. How can you think creatively about a solution to ad-
dress both of your interests? 
5. Evaluate Options: Which of these speak to both of our interests? 
Is there a way I need to willingly lay down one of my interests? 
“How can I know if I’ve really forgiven them? I’m still mad when I 
think about the issue.” 

https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/staying-married/resolving-conflict/fighting-fair/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/marriage/staying-married/resolving-conflict/fighting-fair/


Forgiveness is one of the most challenging tasks we face as human 
beings. It’s not a natural response but a supernatural one. 
Forgiveness is a choice. It’s a decision modeled after God’s for-
giveness of us: a decision not to hold the offense against the offender 
(if you need a pep talk, check out Matthew 18:21-35). 
It releases the person from their sin against us, desiring good and 
blessing for them. And since forgiveness is a choice we make, it 
doesn’t even depend on the other person. We can forgive whether the 
person is sorry or not. 
But here’s what forgiveness isn’t. It’s not forgetting or excusing, re-
leasing someone from worldly consequences of sin. (This is different 
from revenge. It’s accountability for their choices. A forgiven criminal 
should still go to jail. An embezzler should not be given a position as 
an accountant.) Forgiveness isn’t a feeling, although feeling might be 
present. 
It’s promising the following: 
I will not… 

 Keep ruminating negatively on this. 
 Seek to hurt my offender as a result of this; I will seek to bless   

him or her, even if that means establishing accountability and find-
ing justice. 

 Gossip about this, speaking to others who are not part of the solu-
tion. 

Instead, I will continue to pursue a relationship with the offender (un-
less repentance has not been demonstrated and love dictates I set 
boundaries to protect both of us). 
In all of this, you might even come to a renewed appreciation of the 
lengths God has gone to forgive us, and play out the gospel in your 
own life and for those you love. 
 

Opportunities for Service 
There are benefits to being a part of St. John’s, like seeing fa-

miliar faces week-to-week and building close relationships, but like 
any family unit, there also responsibilities. We are sustained by the 
faithful volunteer service of its members and attendees.  
 If you have not yet filled out an Opportunity for Service sheet, 
they are available in the narthex. Please carefully and prayerfully con-
sider how you can serve your church family at St. John’s. 
 

 

Lectors 

7:45 — Sam VanEvery 

9:00 – Brandon Seifert 
10:15 — Julie Mattes 

 

         Deacons                  
7:45 – Gabe VanEvery 

9:00 – Tony & Linda Eagle 
 

Altar Care 

Linda Eagle 
   

NewSong Hosts  
Mattes Family 

 

Acolytes 
7:45 a.m. 

      November 7             Carter Jagger                    

      November 14       Bryar Kuehnert  

November 21       Brady Getts  

November 28       Alyssa Jonas  
         

Youth NewSong Hosts 

      November 7             Alyssa Jonas                    

      November 14       Paige Studebaker  

November 21       Kylan Parker  

November 28       Levi Groeling  

 
Flowers 

November 7 – In honor and celebration of Nathan, Bryar, and Kenne-

dy Kuehnert’s birthdays this week from Grandma Cindy. 
 

November 14 –  Open 
 

November 21 – Open 
 

November 28 – Open 
 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Mark Handy, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald 
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Susie Groeling, Librarian  
Wedding Coordinator, (Open) 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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