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Outdoor Service & Service Time Change 
 Please bring a chair or blanket and some sunscreen and join 
us on Sunday, September 5, for our final outdoor service of the year. 
Service times for this day will be Traditional service at 7:45 a.m., and 
outdoor NewSong service at 9:00 a.m. There will be no 10:15 a.m. 
Traditional service. We return to our normal worship schedule on 
Sunday, September 12. Traditional services will be at 7:45 and 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School at 9:00 a.m., and our NewSong service will re-
turn to 10:15 a.m. 
 

Rally Day! 
       Let's kick off this year's Sunday School year on Sunday, Septem-
ber 12th, with Rally Day! We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 
a.m. for donuts and juice. Sunday School teachers will be introduced, 
and summer reading awards will be handed out. We will make a craft 
that will remind children and youth to look for God Sightings in their 
daily lives. Sunday School will start on Sunday, September 19th, at 
9:00 a.m. Classes are offered for all ages from 4 through 104+ years 
old! As in the past there will be two adult Sunday School classes. 
Please come and join one of the classes! 
 

Project 216 
On Sunday, September 12th, St. John's will host a packing 

event for Project 216. Immediately after the 10:15 service, we will start 
the packing event with a pizza lunch to give us energy to pack 20,000 
meals in just 2 hours! The goal is to pack the meals starting at noon 

and finish by 2:00 p.m. This event requires over 
60 volunteers! We need everyone's help! The 
last Project 216 event here at St. John’s was a 
fun and meaningful afternoon for everyone in-
volved. All ages, as young as 5 years old to 105 
years old can help pack meals. There is a signup 
sheet in the Narthex. 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

Know How To Load the Dishwasher? 

 

·  Spoon with caked on guacamole. 

·  Tupperware with film of buttery oil. 

·  Glass with dried milk ring. 

These anthropological finds are not discovered in ancient Mesopota-

mia but in your cupboards. When these contaminated clean dishes 

touch our lips, we curse the dishwasher. 

How do you feel about a pile of dirty dishes? When you see the sink 

filled with dirty dishes, do you get frustrated with those who made the 

dishes yucky to touch? 

Is your dishwasher broken? Is that why the dishes stack up around 

your sink? Why is pushing the dishes around in new stacks more con-

venient than tackling the task?  Ever wonder why only some people in 

your household have the magical skill to get dishes loaded into the 

dishwasher? Or even more amazing, to start the devise to get the dish-

es actually cleaned? 

Everyone hopes someone else will load the dirty dishes.  Imagine if 

everyone would just put their own dishes in the dishwasher right after 

they eat, life would be easier and less contaminated! 

Am I just talking crazy that everyone in the family has their part to 

play in having clean, uncontaminated dishes and utensils? 



So too, in the church family, we all have a part to play. If you want our 

church to grow healthier and bless your life and others with the grace 

of God, how will you help? 

·  Will you be regular in your worship attendance? That is the 

simplest and easiest first step. 

·  Will you help sing in the worship team or choir? Of course if 

that is your gift, don’t be shy! 

·  Will you help greet folks?  We want everyone who comes in-

to the House of the Lord to feel welcome. 

·  If you want us to have Sunday School, will you bring your 

children regularly?  Will you help with teaching? 

·  If you want us to serve others in the community, how will 

you help us organize these efforts? 

We all have a part to play. When all of us add to the efforts, our tasks 

are easier and the results are pleasing. 

Yes, we are busy. You know who else was busy? Jesus was a busy 

man! He was traveling to all sorts of places to proclaim the good news 

of God's kingdom. But Jesus was not alone. Jesus was assisted in his 

ministry by the twelve apostles and some women who had been 

reached with the good news. (Luke 8:1-3) 

To advance the cause of Christ, to fill people’s lives with the power of 

the Gospel, takes all kinds of people using all kinds of gifts. Ask God 

how he can use you today. 

“Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being one in spirit and of one mind.” (Philippians 2:2) 

Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Douglas  

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER GROUP 
We are praying the Holy Spirit LORD to empower the ministry of St. 

John’s. We are praying to see the Holy Spirit working powerfully 

among us and through us to bring the Kingdom of God to others. 
 

Particulars: 

·         Monday mornings at 9 am. 

·         75 to 90 minutes of scripture study and prayer. 

·         to pray for every single person associated with this church. 

·         to pray for the ministry of this church, for the welfare of our 

community and country, and we pray for ourselves. 
 

 Requirements 

·         Do not have to be an expert in prayer or scripture 

·         Do not have to be there every Monday. 

·         Must be willing to grow in faith 

·         Must be willing to learn how to pray 

 If you would like to inquire about the prayer group, please contact 

Pastor Douglas 

 

FAITHFUL ELDERS NEEDED 
Come join the Congregational Prayer Group just one Monday. We are pray-

ing the Holy Spirit LORD to empower the ministry of St. John’s. 
         Monday mornings at 9 am. 
         75 to 90 minutes of scripture study and prayer. 
         to pray for our people and our community.  
 
 
Worship Series:  

Looking Up God   

The Powerful Practice of Prayer  
 

Why do so many Christians think 

prayer is complex or difficult?  

Prayer is simply talking with God 

in trust and faith. We will explore 

the simple way of praying with the 

God who made us and loves us. 

 

8/29  Vibing 
 

9/5    Dog Crumb      

Prayers 
 

9/12  Only by  

   Prayer 

 



Upcoming Worship Series:  

Blessing:   

What do you have in your life? Whatever it is God will use it as a 

blessing for you and 

others if you will 

trust him with it.  

The LORD has 

poured out blessing 

on you. Christ re-

deems you to be a 

blessing to others. So 

how can you live in-

to being a blessing in 

every area of your 

life? 

 

9/19      God’s Blessing 

9/26      Blessing Boldly 

10/3      Sent To Be A Blessing 

10/10    Blessing of Showing Up 

10/17    Meager Great Blessings 

10/24    Daily Blessing 

 

Kathleen Lutz to Speak during Sunday School 

St. John’s welcomed World Mission Prayer League worker Kathleen 

Lutz as a guest preacher in August. While we certainly enjoyed her 

message, we did not get to hear as much about her work in Kenya as 

we would like to have heard. We have invited Kathleen back to speak 

to the Sunday school classes on Sunday, September 19. 

Kathleen is based in Nairobi, Kenya, where she advances the ministry 

of Heart to Heart as Mission & Development Associate. She works 

alongside Kenyans and together they find ways to address the needs of 

those living in poverty. Kathleen reaches out with the Good News by 

supplying Bibles, teaching about the Christian faith, serving the poor, 

and mentoring volunteers and students. Please join us to hear more 

about Kathleen's work and the ministry of Heart to Heart. 
 

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

How do you react when your plans don’t go as, well, planned? 

Link faced that dilemma in August as we took a kayak trip down the 

Pigeon River. The day started out great. The weather was perfect, the 

water levels were ideal, we had a good group of friends, and our tum-

mies were full of Subway sandwiches. We had decided to go a  little 

further than last year, and had sat down with a map to plot out our 

course before we set off. Not too far down the river, one of us acci-

dently tipped their kayak over 

and ended up getting a dunk in 

the river. Secretly it was hilari-

ous for the rest of us – okay not 

that secretly because we 

laughed pretty loudly – but for 

this person, I’m sure that 

wasn’t in the plan for the day. 

We had a lot of fun for the first 

couple of hours dodging and 

maneuvering around obstacles and enjoying the scenery, but eventual-

ly we realized that our route was way too long and paddling became a 

chore as the current began to die and the river widened and became 

shallow. Finally, we arrived at our destination! Our relief was short 

lived though as we soon discovered that somewhere in the twelve 

miles of river we just kayaked, lay the key to the car! (For the record, 

it was not my key, but we did decide that my bad key luck was rubbing 

off!) It took hours and help from a friend and from a family member 

before all of our tired and arm-sore travelers were finally home – four 

hours later than planned. That is life. Things don’t always go as 

planned. How do you react to times in your life when things don't go 

the way you planned? Three things can help you when things don’t go 

as you expected.  

God doesn't want you to be upset when things don't go your way.  

God has a bigger plan for us because He knows what is and is to come. 

So while we live in the small moments of our lives, God is seeing and 

doing things that affect our entire lives. There is a bigger picture we 

don't see yet, and possibly may not see for a long time to come. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans 

for good and not for disaster.” Jeremiah 29:11a 

God understands you might get upset when things don't go your 

way. That doesn’t mean He isn’t still using you. 



“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Je-

sus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  Ephe-

sians 2:10. 

Surround yourself with people who share your values and beliefs. 

Did Link still enjoy their long and challenging day on the river? Yes, 

because even bad times can be fun when you are with good friends. 

 
Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

 For many children, a highlight of back-to-school season is reu-

niting with old friends and making new ones. Friends are extremely 

important to emotional and social development. Through friendships, 

kids learn to relate, respect, share, make decisions, and set boundaries. 

Having friends also boosts self-esteem by making children feel sup-

ported. Along with the good, comes the occasional bad.  Unfortunate-

ly, peer conflicts, mistreatment, and even bullying occur even among 

young children. The National Education Association says 160,000 kids 

miss school each day because they’re afraid of bullying, attacks, or 

even intimidation. The example you set at home can help children de-

velop kindness, love, and respect while maintaining a healthy sense of 

self. 

 At home you can help children make the connection between 

how Jesus loves and cares for us and how He wants us to love and care 

for one another. Your family can make the "Golden Rule" a priority in 

your home (Matthew 7:12). Children also need to hear that it’s okay to 

have different opinions. God made us each different, but it’s never 

okay to hurt or mock someone with words or actions. Families can 

help guide kids toward loving themselves and in return that will help 

them love other people.  

 Families need to model and discuss what it means to be a good 

friend. Here are a few activities you can do with your children and/or 

grandchildren. Read aloud John 15:15 and talk about what it means 

that Jesus is our friend. Discuss ways Jesus has helped you and how he 

shows us to be friends to others. You make crafts such as friendship 

bracelets that children can give to their friends. Then read aloud Acts 

20:35 and discuss how giving is a key—and fun—part of friendships. 

When kids feel left out or are excluded from a party, talk about how 

life isn’t always fair or equal. Read aloud Luke 14:7-14 and discuss 

ways to include people and not exclude. 

“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

You are my friends if you do what I command.” —John 15:13-14 

Kid’s Club Kick Off Family Party 
 Kids Club families with children aged 4 years old through 5th 
grade are invited to spend the evening at the Kuehnert Dairy Farm on 
Friday, September 17 from 6:00p to 8:00p. We will have hot dogs, 
chips, and cookies in the Homestead Barn. Everyone will have fun on 
the Ninja Warrior course, corn maze, peddle carts, and many more 
activities! Please RSVP to Katie by September 10th. 

 

Bible 101 Class 
Hey 6th grade students and your parent(s)! We have a special 

Bible 101 class that will help grow your Biblical literacy, help gain con-
fidence in your understanding of the Bible and give you a basis for 
which to continue to read, understand, and live out the word of God. 
The class will take place on Sunday, September 19, from 12:00 – 2:00 
p.m. The cost of the class is $30, to help cover the cost of the Bible. 
All 6th students are asked to attend with at least one parent.  

 

Confirmation Lock In 
On Friday, September 24th at 6p, our Confirmation Lock In will 

begin with a pizza dinner. The Lock In will be filled with 4 Confirmation 
Lessons, lots of high energy games (yes, we will play GROG), and of 
course a few snacks! The Lock In will end on Saturday, September 
25th at Noon. All Confirmation students should bring their Bible, H2H 
journals, sleeping bag, pillows, and any other overnight necessities.  

 

Serving September 
On Wednesday, September 1st, 6:30-8:00 p.m., TCC and MY 

FROG will make soup for our seniors.  
On Wednesday, September 8th, 6:30-8:00 p.m., TCC and MY 

FROG will help serve our community by helping the Kuehnerts get 
ready for their Fall Festival. We will meet at the Kuehnert Dairy Farm 
at 6:30 p.m.  

On Tuesday, September 21, 6:30-8:00 p.m., TCC & MY FROG 
will be sorting glasses for the Arcola Lions Club. 

On Wednesday, September 22nd, 5:30-8:00 p.m., TCC and 
MY FROG will serve their soup to our seniors. Youth arrive at 5:30 
p.m. or as close to that time as possible to help set up and be ready 
for our seniors.  

We hope all of our middle and high school youth will join us 
and show some love during Serving September! 



TCC and MYFROG at Fall Festival  
On Wednesday, September 29th, 6:30-8:00 p.m., TCC and 

MYFROG will meet at the Kuehnert Dairy Farm to enjoy their Fall Fes-
tival activities. Dress accordingly to the weather.  

 

September Youth Events 

Wednesday, September 1, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 1, Group – TCC & MY FROG 

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

 Soup for Seniors Preparation 
Wednesday, September 8, TCC & MY FROG Service Project @ 
the Kuehnert Farm 

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

 Meet and pickup @ the Kuehnert’s 
Sunday, September 12, Project 216 Packing Party! 

 12:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m. 

 Pizza lunch included. 
Wednesday, September 15, Group – MY FROG & TCC  

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, September 17, Kid’s Club Kick-Off Party 

 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

 @ the Kuehnert Homestead Barn 

 RSVP by September 10. 
Tuesday, September 21, MY FROG & TCC @ Lion’s Club 

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

 Meet and pick-up @ the Arcola Fire Department. 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, TCC & MY FROG Soup for Seniors Dinner 

 5:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, September 24, Confirmation Lock-In 

 Begins at 6:00 p.m., ends at noon on Saturday. 
Saturday, September 25, Link @ Cedar Point 

 Leave church at 9:00 a.m. 

 Bring $40 plus money for food. 
Wednesday, September 29, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 29, Destination Group – MY FROG & TCC  

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

 @ Kuehnert Fall Fest 

 

Link @ Cedar Point 
 All high school seniors and young adults are welcome to join 
Link for a day at Cedar Point! We will leave church at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 25, and return around midnight. Please bring 
$40 to help cover the ticket cost, plus money for food. Please RSVP 
to Melanie by Sunday, September 12 so we can purchase tickets and 
arrange transportation. 
 

College Students 
 Don’t forget to call or email the church office with your college 
address.  The church telephone is 489-5031 and the email address is 
office@stjohnslaketownship.org.  We want to get you on the mailing 
list so that we can keep in touch with you. 
 

Thank You 

Many thanks to everyone for the beautiful birthday cards for 
my 95th birthday. The Lord has blessed me with a good life and won-
derful family and so many friends. 
 Thank you, 
 Helen Kuehnert 
 

Condolences 

St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to 
Jean and the family of Darold Shuler. He was a cherished member of 
our church family and will be dearly missed. 

 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, September 2 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, September 14 — 9:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Study — Thursday, October 7— 9:30 a.m. 

Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, October 12 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet Saturday, September 
25, at 8:00 a.m. at Liberty Diner. All men are welcome to join them for 
food, fellowship, and prayer every fourth Saturday of the month. For 
more information, please contact Dan Houser. 



Women’s Bible Studies 
The WNALC is starting a new Bible study in September, Near-

ing Home, by Billy Graham. All women are welcome to join them eve-
ry first Thursday at 9:30 a.m. The Friday Morning Women’s Bible 
Study will also start a new study in mid-September, Twelve Ordinary 
Men, by John MacArthur. They meet every Friday at 9:00 a.m. The 
Ladies’ Bible Study has just begun a new book, A Jewel in His Crown. 
They meet every three weeks on Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. beginning 
September first. All women are welcome at any study! 
 

Bell Choir 
 There has been interest in restarting the Bell Choir. The Bell 
Choir would play at special services and a few other times throughout 
the year. No previous experience is necessary. If you have interest in 
joining this choir, please contact the church office. 
 

Brass Band Ensemble 
Calling all musicians who like to toot their own horn! St. John’s 

would like to develop a brass band ensemble to play at special ser-
vices and events, such as Hanging of the Greens. Parker Niman 
played his trombone during “Mary Did You Know” at last year’s pro-
gram, and it was wonderful! If you are interested, please contact Pas-
tor Douglas. 

 

Musicians and Vocalists Needed 
We are always looking for new people to join the NewSong 

worship band, the Traditional choir, and special service groups. If you 
would like to lend your talents to these areas, please contact Ben or 
Mike. 

 

In Search Of… 
St. John’s is looking to fill two important rolls at church. We are 

looking for a new Wedding Coordinator to assist at the weddings held 
here at St. John’s. This is a paid position through the wedding parties, 
and you would be paid per wedding. For detailed information about 
this position, please contact the church office. 

St. John’s is also in need of an additional funeral dinner coor-
dinator. This person would lead a funeral dinner team and be on a ro-
tation schedule with other funeral dinner coordinators. Please contact 
the church office if you have questions or are interested. 

Soup Dinner for Our Seniors 
 All of our beloved senior members are invited to join the youth for 
a soup dinner on Wednesday, September 22 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. The 
youth will make you dinner, and we will have time for fellowship, a de-
votion, and some fun. We are using the term “senior” in a generous 
way. If you are 60 years young and older, we really hope you will join 
us for this event. 
 

Mission District Convocation 
 Everyone is encouraged to attend the annual fall Mission District 
Convocation on Saturday, October 2, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., at St. 
Mark’s on Thiele Road in Ft. Wayne. The keynote speaker will be the 
Rev. Dr. Eric Riesen, President of the North American Lutheran Sem-
inary. Tentative breakout sessions will include “Healing Ministry for 
the Local Church”, “Seeing Our Congregational Reality: Moving For-
ward”, and “Life-to-Life Discipleship”. The day also includes a Mission 
District Youth Gathering led by Melanie Crapser. The youth will be 
serving with the NALC Disaster Response to assemble school supply 
kits for young people affected by disasters. All Mission District 
churches are collecting items for these kits. St. John’s has been 
asked to collect the following items:  
 

5 Backpacks or Duffle Bags 
      2 Scientific Calculators 

                  20 Notebooks 
                  65 Pocket Folders 
 

Look for the signup board in the narthex or call the church office if you 
intend to purchase an item. All items are due by September 26. 
 This year’s Convocation theme is “Connected to the Vine”.  
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do noth-
ing.” John 15:5. 
 Join us as we work to stay connected to the Vine, and each other! 
 

St. John’s Van 
 In order to move forward with the idea of purchasing a van for 
church event use, the church council has approved the formation of a 
committee to research the various aspects of purchasing and main-
taining the van such as insurance, maintenance, liabilities, and rules 
of use. If you would like to be a member of this team, or if you have 
any insight into this topic, please contact Cheri Meyers. 



Battle Rattle 5k 
 Please join us here at St. John’s for 
the third annual Battle Rattle run/walk 5k 
benefitting the Lutheran Military Veterans 
and Families Ministry on Saturday, October 
30. The run/walk begins at 9 a.m. with reg-
istration available onsite beginning at 8 a.m. 
This will be an official points race for the Ft. 
Wayne Running Club. After the race, there 
will be awards and raffle prizes. This is a 
fun event for the whole family with a beauti-
ful route in the fall country. If you would like 
to bless the ministry of LMVFM by being a 
sponsor, or if you would like to preregister 
for the race, please visit LMVFM.org.  

 

Be A Tourist in Your Own Hometown 
On Sunday, September 12th, Fort Wayne residents get free 

admission to 19 of Fort Wayne’s museums and attractions during “Be 
a Tourist in Your Own Hometown.” You can download a free passport 
at www.VisitFortWayne.com/BeATourist. 

 

Suicide Prevention Month 
Help prevent suicide by teaching kids their worth in Christ 

On August 2, the Wall Street Journal  published an article titled 
“Simone Biles’ Example for Teens” in which she discussed the re-
sponses she received from people after withdrawing from Olympic 
competition to take care of her mental health: “The outpouring of love 
& support I’ve received has made me realize I’m more than my ac-
complishments and gymnastics, which I never truly believed before.” 
           Biles' statement really emphasizes the current need for our 
congregations, schools, and families to teach our youth about their 
true identity and worth in Christ and the ability to develop resiliency 
during times of struggle—these are indeed some of the best suicide 
preventatives available! 

Check out these worth-in-Christ and resiliency resources 
on LookUpIndiana.org   

Our congregation are uniquely positioned to share the love of 
Christ with kids, speak to their worth in Christ, and create the bonds of 
community and connection that so many of our youth are hungering 
for.  

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township  

Council Meeting August 10, 2021 
  

Present: Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Diane Swihart, Vicki Gilbert, Rick 

Niman, Rob Niman, Tim Studebaker, Jeff Groeling, Kathy Engle, Lin-

da Eagle, Cheri Meyers, Cindy Houser. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Cheri Meyers. Devo-

tions were given by Pastor Douglas. Minutes from the July council 

meeting were presented. Motion by Rob Niman, 2nd by Jeff Groeling 

to approve the minutes. Motion carried.  

Financial Reports – Kathy Engle  

 General Fund-   $101,252.58 

 Capital Improvement Fund-  $  29,473.95 

 Memorial Fund-   $120,588.17 

 Benevolence Fund-   $  12,500.00 

 Security Donation Fund-  $    1,246.84 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars-  $    4,419.58 

 

Motion by Vicki Gilbert and 2nd by Jeff Groeling to approve the fi-

nancial report. Motion carried.  
  

Staff Reports  
Pastor’s report- Pastor has had several visits with shut ins and mem-

bers in July. He and Debra attended the NALC Convocation in Corpus 

Christie, TX last week. The congregational prayer group is continuing 

to meet on Mondays at 9:00 and the lectionary class on Mondays at 

6:00. He is working on starting a Grief Share Group on August 10 and 

Lori Schlatter will lead this group. He and Anna VanWesten are in 

conversation about the Children’s Chapel continuing through the fall. 

He would like to evaluate the bulletin and newsletter to trim down the 

verbiage. The nursery team needs to be reactivated. He is planning a 

new member orientation and reception. He is diligently working on the 

US 30 Corridor proposal. A meeting was held at St. John’s on July 28 

with 180 people present to discuss the options and to sign petitions 

against the closure of the roads along US 30. Two grant proposals 

were submitted to the Lutheran Foundation for a part-time tech direc-

tor, and for evangelistic efforts. The attendance for the summer has not 

gone below 130. The 10:15 service is averaging around 30 people. 

Youth/Young Adult Director -Melanie Crapser – There were many 

events scheduled for the TCC and Link to take part in during July, but 

http://www.visitfortwayne.com/BeATourist
https://thelutheranfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3932e81aba43d75c152adff56&id=fe2ad98280&e=afe14c8e75


due to the weather and some emergencies some were cancelled. They 

did attend Lake Luther Fest with 5 St. John’s youth attending.  

Children’s Ministry Director -Katie Pranger- There was a day camp 

held on July 12 with 16 children and 7 youth helping. Katie continues 

to plan for Sunday School and Rally Day in September. Many volun-

teers are still needed. She is planning a Project 216 packing event in 

September. Tags were created for Blessing of the Backpacks. Post 

cards were sent to attendees of Bible School inviting them to Rally 

Day and Project 216 Packing Event. G2G will be on Aug. 18; 

MYFROG will swim at Lake Kuehnert on Aug. 4th ; and a Kick-Off 

Party will be later this month. MYFROG will also help at the soup 

kitchen on Saturday, August 21st, 9:00-12:00.  

Motion by Tim Studebaker, 2nd by Jeff Groeling to approve the staff 

reports. Motion carried.  
 

Committee Reports  
Education Committee - Tim Studebaker – No report.  

Elders Committee – Rob Niman – Elders did not meet in July. Other 

notes: Council has officially approved the job descriptions, so the El-

ders will now have the staff sign the appropriate descriptions. They 

will be filed in the Elders Gmail account and hard copies will be in the 

church office. Marcia Dicke (Vice Chair) and Erin Niman (Committee 

Member) have agreed to join the Stewardship Committee immediately 

with council’s approval. Council approved. The revisions to the Em-

ployee Guidelines are not needed. We are not required to participate in 

FMLA so this will be left out of the Employee Handbook. Linda Eagle 

will contact Ben MacDonald about the funds that are available to New 

Song.  

Finance Committee - Vicki Gilbert – The Finance Committee audited 

the General Church funds and the Helping Hands Funds for the month 

of June. There is still an outstanding check in the General Fund that 

has not been cashed that needs to be followed up on and cleared. Eve-

rything else was in good order. The Memorial Committee has contact-

ed the families that have unspent funds in the Memorial Fund account. 

A total of $27,340 is from families with no preference as to how the 

money is spent. The committee recommends that this amount be trans-

ferred to the Endowment Fund to be invested in the Vanguard account 

as they see fit. Several other families would like to think about how 

they want the money to be spent. The Memorial Committee will be 

meeting next week to discuss possible recommendations for the money 

left in the account. Vicki made a motion to invest the $27,40 in the 

Vanguard account. Jeff Groeling seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

The memorial committee will ask the families what they want to do 

with the money in the memorial fund. Families will be given until the 

end of September to make a request for what to do with their dona-

tions.  

Outreach Committee – Diane Swihart – The committee will be pro-

moting the “Strides of Hope” on Saturday, August 21st at Morsches 

Park in Columbia City. This is a fundraiser for A Hope Center. There 

was a special offering taken for our missionary, Kathleen Lutz, who 

visited on August 8th. The committee discussed a designation of the 

children’s offering for the coming year. Also discussed a possibility of 

“Bring a Friend to Church” for Sunday, September 19th or 26th. Sep-

tember 19th has been proposed as a Sunday Nite Lite. Rob will facili-

tate this if it happens.  

Property Committee – Rick Niman (vice Chairman of property 

committee) – The Mattes family has decided to retire from mowing the 

church lawn. Chad Getts has reached out to a few lawn care services 

and most of the quotes have come back well over $600 per mow. Chad 

and Tim Olsen have mowed a few times each but have not been reim-

bursed for their work. Tim has given us a bid for $540 per mow equal-

ing $10,800 per year. Our budget is only for $2500 for the entire year. 

There was much discussion about this situation and the council asked 

Chad to get a few more bids and an email vote will be taken soon. Al-

so, Erin Niman has decided to retire from her cleaning duties. The 

property committee has talked to several companies about cleaning the 

church, but most do not want to come just one time per week. Cheri 

Meyers knows of someone who is interested in the job. Council asked 

her to contact this person.  

Stewardship Committee – No Report.  

Worship Committee – Linda Eagle – They discussed the fall worship 

schedule, and it was decided to return to previous times with tradition-

al service at 7:45 and 9:00 and Contemporary service at 10:15, and 

Sunday school at 9:00. This will begin on September 12th. There was 

a discussion on children’s baptism. In the past, the parents were given 

a children’s Bible. Pastor would like to still provide this Bible to them 

but present these Bibles to the parents during a class to 

train/teach/encourage the parents on how to us the Bible for the chil-

dren’s best interest. The committee discussed on how hymns are cho-

sen for each service. The group agrees that it is good to learn new 



hymns but likes to continue to use familiar hymns as well. There is a 

site by Concordia that can be used to help with hymn selections that 

will coincide with the gospel lessons. The worship committee is com-

piling a list of duties that are done at each service that will help volun-

teers know what is required of them and assist as they feel they can. 

August 15th and 22nd will communion Sundays as Pastor will be 

preaching on Communion.  

Long Range Planning Committee – Jeff Groeling – Jeff presented a 

“Working Document for a Short-Term Vision for St. John’s Luther-

an”. Pastor and Jeff have prepared this document and council has been 

instructed to read it, make suggestions, tell them what you like and 

don’t like and be ready to discuss it at the next meeting.  

Linda Eagle made a motion to approve the committee reports, 2nd by 

Jeff Groeling. Motion carried.  
 

Old Business – Marcia Dicke is investigating new insurance for the 

building.  
 

New Business – Pastor and Debra wish to establish a Seminarian 

Scholarship Endowment Fund at St. John’s, Lake Township. The pur-

pose of this fund would be to provide scholarships for seminarians to 

help defray their seminary educational expenses. Pastor and Debra will 

provide seed money for the scholarships. Several requirements will 

need to be met to apply for the scholarship. Vicki Gilbert made a mo-

tion to give permission for Pastor to establish this fund. Rob Niman 

seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 

New Space Requests – A Piano Tuners group were given permission 

to use the downstairs Sunday School room for a meeting on Sept. 13 at 

9:30. A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert, 2nd by Rob Niman to 

grant permission to have the meeting, with no charge. Motion carried. 

Next council meeting September 14, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. Devotions will 

be Bible Study. Motion to adjourn by Jeff Groeling, 2nd by Tim Stu-

debaker. Motion carried. The meeting was closed with prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Houser – Assistant Secretary 

Newsletter Deadline: September 15 

 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru August 26, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 206,623.00 

 8 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 233,240.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 26,617.00 

 
Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

 

2.  Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click  
on  it. Follow directions.  
 

3.  St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple     
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 
Please remember these members: 

These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 
 

  

 Violet Blessing  
      235 Clingerman Ave  
 Apt 5          
 Churubusco, IN 46723   
   
 Lois Grim 
 11430 Coldwater Road 
 Suite 113 
 Bright Star Senior Living 
 Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
 
     Marcella Kronmiller                            
    St. Anne Communities   

      1900 Randallia Drive  
      Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
 

 



Opportunities for Service 
There are benefits to being a part of St. John’s, like seeing fa-

miliar faces week-to-week and building close relationships, but like 
any family unit, there also responsibilities. We are sustained by the 
faithful volunteer service of its members and attendees. Consider four 
reasons why every member of St. John’s should be involved in some 
kind of service: 
1. You Have at Least One Spiritual Gift Given to You to Employ  
(1 Pet 4:10) For The Purpose of Edification (Eph 4:11-13). 
A list of possible gifts is identified in Romans 12:3-8. They are proph-
esying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy. 
Notice these gifts can be divided into two main categories: 1) public 
service (preaching, teaching, and leading) and 2) practical ministry 
(serving, giving, mercy). If you have no desire to study hard and deliv-
er accurate Bible lessons for people’s edification/sanctification, then 
you most likely have a practical ministry gift. Many Christians feel 
more comfortable serving in some kind of practical ministry. So, ask 
yourself, “What talents, abilities, and desires has God given me to edi-
fy the people of God and how can I put them to good use?” 
2. You Are Responsible Before the Lord to Obey All The “One 
Another” Commands in Scripture. 
For example, we need to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds (Heb 10:24), build up one another (1 Thess 5:11), be of the 
same mind as one another (Rom 12:13, 15:5), comfort one another in 
the face of death (1 Thess 4:18), pray for one another (James 5:16), 
be devoted to one another (Rom 12:10), be at peace with one another 
(Mark 9:50), encourage one another (1 Thess 5:11), greet one anoth-
er (2 Cor 13:12), not become boastful in challenging one another (Gal 
5:26), be kind to one another (Eph 4:32), abound in love for one an-
other (1 Pet 1:22), live in peace with one another (1 Thess 5:13), love 
one another (2 John 5), have fellowship with one another (1 John 1:7), 
not judge one another (Rom 14:13), take communion (the Lord’s Ta-
ble) with one another (1 Cor 11:33), accept one another (Rom 15:7), 
regard one another as more important than yourself (Phil 2:3), bear 
one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2), admonish (counsel) one another 
(Rom 15:14), serve one another (Gal 5:13), not lie to one another (Col 
3:9), bear with one another (Col 3:13), forgive one another (Col 3:13), 
care for one another (1 Cor 12:25), cloth yourselves with humility to-
ward one another (1 Pet 5:5), be hospitable to one another (1 Pet 
4:9), not complain against one another (James 5:9), show forbear-
ance to one another (Eph 4:2), give preference to one another (Rom 
12:10), not bite and devour one another (Gal 5:15), seek the good of 

one another (1 Thess 5:15), and not forsake assembling with one an-
other (Heb 10:25). 
3. By Serving, You Store Up for Yourself “Treasures in Heaven.” 
Jesus made a profound statement in Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 
The main point in this text is to warn people of the folly of working to 
accumulate worldly and temporary possessions (“treasures on earth”) 
rather than dedicating one’s time and resources for the benefit and 
furtherance of God’s Kingdom. Jesus got to the heart of the mat-
ter. What we seek to amass in this life is a clear indication of 
where our heart is.  In our culture, it’s too easy to be preoccupied 
with savings accounts, career goals, vacations, retirement, comfort, 
rest, and recreation, among other things. 
Those things in moderation are not wrong, per se, but if you 
think more about those things than serving God or if you find yourself 
living for next year’s (or month’s) vacation, then it’s possible that your 
heart may be in the wrong place. 
4. You Need to Think of Your Local Church as A Priority in Life. 
Galatians 6:10 reads, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 
faith.” Considering the historical context of Galatians, written to a 
group of local churches (Gal 1:2), Paul does not intend believers to be 
primarily committed to other Christian groups like parachurch organi-
zations, Christian schools/colleges, and/or other churches as a priori-
ty. 
Too many Christians think they’re doing good by serving God in 
a Christian organization while being totally detached from their 
local church. This was never God’s will. 
You need the local church in order to be a faithful and obedient disci-
ple of Christ! Apart from the local church, how can you do the “one 
anothers” (see the 2nd reason above), obey your leaders (Heb 13:17), 
practice church discipline (Matt 18), and partake of the ordinances of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt 28:19; 1 Cor 11:23-32)? Di-
vorced from a biblical local church, who will protect you (Tit 1:9-11), 
feed you, and shepherd you (1 Pet 5:2)? The “household of faith” 
is your church family. Your church. 
In order to serve for the glory of God, Christians need to know the 
reason why service to the Body is not merely a duty, like a household 
chore, but a joy and privilege. If we serve with the wrong motive (e.g., 



for human recognition), it does not please God. Everything we do, if 
not done out of love for Christ, is sin (Col 3:23-24; 1 Cor 
10:31). Therefore, knowing why we serve is absolutely essential. Can 
you think of any other reasons why you should serve? 
 In the month of September, Opportunity for Service sheets will 
be distributed. Please carefully and prayerfully consider how you can 
serve your church family at St. John’s. 

 

Family Life – An Online Resource 
A Surprising Antidote for Sibling Rivalry 
After pouring over my information for years really, something hit 
me. Almost all sibling rivalry problems are rooted in one thing. That 
one thing is selfishness. 

Greed, jealousy, needing attention, and inability to understand 
others all have roots in being selfish. “I want it my way and no one 
else matters.” 

I believe we can change the hearts of our children by actively 
giving our time to others. In fact, this has become a real passion in my 
home.  Doing small things for others is really what I’m after. 
There is much anecdotal evidence of children who take the time to 
volunteer having a very high degree of love for each other and every-
one around them. There are abundant acts of charity our children can 
participate in with us. With is emphasized because parents must 
model the new behavior by working alongside their children. It also 
provides us with fun, heartwarming tasks to accomplish as a family. 
There are so many positive benefits to charity work! Not only are you 
helping an individual, family, or group in need, but the benefits to you 
and your family are immeasurable. Your time is probably the best con-
tribution you can make to another human being. 
It is this kind of generosity, shared by parents and their children, that 
leads to a generation of youngsters with strong, caring souls. 

There are people in every city, town, and community that need 
real help today. It is not the government’s job or someone else’s job to 
improve their lives or give them hope; it is our job. Sometimes, a sim-
ple thought from another person can totally change the outcome of a 
person’s day, week, or month. Good deeds have a way of lingering 
on. So, please, start planning ways to reach out to somebody in your 
community today. 

The bond created by the family who donates their time is un-
breakable. In my opinion, husband and wife with brother and sister 
helping in their community unites their hearts and souls to each other. 

 

 

Lectors 

7:45 — Amy Jagger 
9:00 – Linda Eagle 

10:15 — Missy Nodine 
 

         Deacons                  
7:45 – Sherry & Steve Baker 
9:00 – Tony & Linda Eagle 

 

Altar Care 

Kathi Engle 
   

NewSong Hosts  
Missy Nodine 

 

Acolytes 
7:45 a.m. 

      September 5             Allie Kuehnert                    

      September 12       Elliot VanEvery  

September 19       Olivia Johnson  

September 26       Bryar Kuehnert            
         

Youth NewSong Hosts 

September 5         Alyssa Jonas (9:00) 

      September 12       Ariana Meyers 

September 19       Braylon Niman                

September 26        Paige Studebaker 
 

Flowers 

September 5 – In celebration of Allie and Carson Kuehnert’s birthdays 

this month. Love Grandma Kuehnert. 

September 12 – Happy Grandparent’s Day to Grandma Cindy  

                Kuehnert from Allie, Bryar, Kennedy, and Carson Kuehnert.  

September 19 – In honor of Justin and Lindsey Crow’s anniversary                                                   

from Jeff and Janet Crow. 

September 26 – Happy Birthday, Pat Lydy (76)! Love, the Lydy 

Family. 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Mark Handy, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald 
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Susie Groeling, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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