
    THE 

CROSSROADS 

CONVERSATION 
 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation  August 2021 
 

Outdoor Service & Blessing of the Pets 
St. John's will be having our third outdoor service of the sum-

mer on Sunday, August 1, at 9:00 a.m. Following service, we will have 
a special blessing of our pets. The animals of God's creation inhabit 
the skies, the earth, and the sea. They share in the ways of human 
beings. They have a part in our lives. Francis of Assisi recognized this 
when he called the animals, wild and tame, his brothers and sisters. 
Remembering Francis' love for these brothers and sisters of ours, we 
invoke God's blessing on these animals, and we thank God for letting 
us share the earth with all the creatures. Due to this special time of 
blessing our pets, we will not have communion at this service only. 
Bring a chair and invite your friends and neighbors to this fun time of 
worship and fellowship. 

 

Kathleen Lutz to Preach on August 8 
 Kathleen is based in Nairobi, Kenya, where she advances the 
ministry of Heart to Heart as Mission & Development Associate. She 
works alongside Kenyans to find ways to address the needs of those 
living in poverty while reaching out with the Good News by supplying 
Bibles, teaching about the Christian faith, and serving the poor. 
 

Backpack Blessing 
Back-to-school can be scary, fun, uncertain, and happy for our 

kids. Let’s send our kids into a new year encouraged by God’s Word. 
Join us for a Backpack Blessing Event Sunday, August 8 at the 9:00 
service. All youth (pre-school through High school seniors) to bring 

their school backpack 
to church. We will 
have a special time in 
the service to share a 
Backpack Blessing 
with them as the new 
school year begins. 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

“I believe”: What Do You Believe? 
She is related to one of our members. I have gotten to know her a little 

bit at social functions. I see her in the community. Recently I asked 

her, “Do you guys ever go to church?”   Her reply, “No. I mean I be-

lieve, but  . . .” 
She is like a lot of Americans. A Harris Poll finds that a strong majori-

ty (74 percent) of U.S. adults say they believe in God.  But few Amer-

icans are active Christians. Even with a broad definition of church at-

tendance, where a regular attendee is someone who shows up at least 

three out of every eight Sundays, only 23–25 percent of Americans 

would fit this category. So, 74% versus 24%. 
 “I believe in God.”  Great. So does Satan.  What else do you believe 

in?  The Laws of the Physics? The Indianapolis Colts? Unicorns or 

Angels? 
Does it matter what we believe?  Absolutely. What we believe impacts 

how we see the world and how we behave in this world. 
For a lot of people, they believe God exists. They believe in God, but 

they are not sure what to do with God. They are functional atheists in 

their day-to-day lives. 
A lot of people believe in God, but they do not believe in the Church. 

They do not think belonging to the people of God makes a difference 

in their lives. They do not believe that being part of the worship, disci-

pleship, the evangelism, the fellowship or the ministry service will add 

value to their lives. 
Their response challenges us. Do we live out a life changing faith that 

can affect other people?  How is our life together as the resurrection, 

hope-filled, faithful committed community of Christ adding value to 

people’s lives? Do they see our believing in God in our lives? 
I see how our life together adds value to people’s lives. We bring 

hope, belonging, forgiveness, encouragement, enlightenment, and pur-

pose to our people’s lives just to name a few of the benefits we derive 

from sharing Christ together. 
What does it mean to believe?  The Greek word translated as believe is 

the word pisteuo. To believe, to trust in, put faith in, to rely on. 
Our believing in God deals with real-life contexts for real-life people 

challenging them to be helpful to others who are in doubt and to deal 

with that doubt honestly, because there is an answer. How are we help-

ing others to come to know Christ? To experience Christ? 



In August we will talk about how relying on the LORD, trusting God 

to work in our midst makes all the difference. We will talk about trust-

ing Christ in Holy Communion and we will talk about trusting God in 

our prayers. 
I hope for this young lady and other infrequent Christian believers, the 

LORD will use us to draw them into a faith, a trusting, where they will 

more than simply know about God, but that they will come to Know 

Christ. 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, give you 

the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better 

(Eph 1:17) 
Your friend in Christ, Pastor Douglas  

 

New Worship Series: 

Holy Body, Holy Blood 
We know Holy Communion is more than simply taking the bread and 

wine. We talk about how Jesus comes to us in the bread and wine. 

Enter into the mystery of how Communion is something God is doing 

among us. 

8/15       What is Christ giving us in Communion? 

8/22       What is Christ doing in us in Communion? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Worship Series:  
 

Looking Up 

God           
Why do so many Christians think 

prayer is complex or difficult?  

Prayer is simply talking with God 

in trust and faith. We will explore 

the simple way of praying with the 

God who made us and loves us. 

8/29  Vibing 

9/5    Dog Crumb           

Prayers 

9/12  Only by Prayer 

 
 
Upcoming Worship Series:  
 

 Blessing: 

What do you have in your life? Whatever it is God will use it as a 

blessing for you and others if you will trust him with it.  The LORD 

has poured out blessing on you. Christ redeems you to be a blessing to 

others. So how can you live into being a blessing in every area of your 

life? 

 

9/19      God’s Blessing 

9/26      Blessing Boldly 

10/3      Sent To Be A Blessing 

10/10    Blessing of Showing Up 

10/17    Meager Great Blessings 

10/24    Daily Blessing 

 



Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

 In the month of July, TCC spent some good times out in nature. 

We camped in tents at Lake Luther during Luther Fest, where we 

swam, played corn hole, and enjoyed a great campfire time, and we 

spent a day at Pine Lake enjoying their fun water park. Like many 

people I’m sure, I have always found it easy to find God in nature. I 

have also long believed that if a parent (or anyone really) wanted to 

begin a conversation about God with someone and didn’t know how, 

just take that person for a nature walk, or go fishing, or just sit on the 

front porch and watch the sunset. God’s fingerprint is everywhere. My 

husband commented the other day that he is not sure how someone can 

watch a hummingbird and not believe in God. Probably the best-

known characteristics of the hummingbird are its extremely rapid 

wing-beat (50-80 beats per second) and its amazing ability to maneu-

ver. It can hover, it can fly backwards and sideways, and it can fly at 

speeds of more than 55 miles per hour. All this work uses an enormous 

amount of energy. Hummingbirds burn up huge amounts of calories—

the equivalent [for humans] of 1,300 hamburgers a day, washed down 

with almost 16 gallons of water, used mainly for cooling purposes. 

Bird expert John Morton, of Wildbirds Unlimited in Vancouver, said: 

‘Were we to operate at their energy level, our hearts would beat 1,260 

times a minute, our body temperature would rise to 725 F and we 

would burst into flames.’  Of course we humans were not designed to 

operate that way. But the hummingbird shows excellent evidence of 

careful design for its remarkable lifestyle. When you see animals eat-

ing, you are witnessing God’s provision in the earth and can, as a re-

sult, know that he will provide for you. Jesus teaches us to look upon 

creation and listen as it declares to us the nature of God. In fact, he 

commands us to do so. You can look at the grass of the field and know 

of God’s unwavering faithfulness for you. You can look at the birds 

and never wonder if you will get your next meal. Nature declares to us 

that God has and will provide for us all of our days. Nature tells us not 

to worry because God is both powerful and near. Nature tells us that 

God is creative, practical, loving, and full of mystery and wonder. 

Romans 1:20 tells us: “For ever since the world was created, people 

have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they 

can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 

nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.” 

I cannot doubt the hand of God the Creator in the design of the amaz-

ing hummingbird, nor anything else about His beautiful creation.  

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

 No matter their age or their distance from your family, grand-

parents and other special senior friends have many valuable stories, 

lessons, and values to share. Most importantly, Christian grandparents 

or even senior friends can hand down a legacy of faith to children. 

 You can nurture these connections by keeping grandparents in-

volved. You can encourage conversations about day to day joys and 

challenges. You can encourage your child(ren) to spend time with 

grandparents or senior friends in person, on the phone, or on video 

chatting. You can encourage letter-writing if grandparents live far 

away, even if they are close by, getting a letter in the mail is always a 

nice surprise. For grandparents who are local, plan activities that chil-

dren enjoy so grandparents can get to know their interests, friends, and 

dreams.  

 The goal is to allow deeper interactions that lead to meaningful 

conversations about life and faith. This is why our junior/senior friend 

program is so important. There is information in the newsletter on how 

to become a senior friend. Here is a great activity to encourage a 

stronger relationship with your children and their grandparents. You 

can ask grandparents to select favorite recipes from their childhood. 

Then buy the ingredients so grandparents and grandkids can prepare 

the dishes together. Have adults share memories related to the foods. 

While they eat, grandchildren can talk about memories related to their 

favorite foods.  

 

“Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them pro-

claim your power.” 

—Psalm 145:4, NLT 
 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
With summer coming to an end, I am looking for volunteers to 

teach Sunday School classes. I need at least two volunteers per age 
group. The groups are 4 year olds 
through 2nd grade, 3rd grade 
through 5th grade, middle school, 
high school, and adults. Teachers 
can do monthly or weekly rotation 
or even first and second half of the 
year.  If you would like to help teach Sunday School, please email me 
at sundayschool@Stjohnslake township.org. 



Save the Date 
On Sunday, September 12th, St. John's will host a packing 

event for Project 216. Immediately after the 10:15 service, we will start 
the packing event with a pizza lunch to give us energy to pack 20,000 
meals in just 2 hours! The goal is to pack the meals starting at Noon 
and finish by 2p. This event requires over 90 volunteers! We need 
everyone's help! All ages, as young as 5 years old to 105 years old 
can help pack meals! There is a signup sheet in the Narthex!  

 

More Donations Needed!  
We have been collecting money in Sunday School and VBS 

for Project 216 but still need more donations to cover the cost of 
20,000 meals! Our goal is to raise $5,400 (which makes each meal 
only 27 cents)! Please consider making a donation. You can place 
your donation in the box in the Narthex. You can also give it to Church 
office or Katie.   

 

Kids Club Kick Off -Save the Date 
Save the date for a fun evening for all Kids Club families, chil-

dren aged 4 through 5th grade. On Friday, September 17th, we will 
spend the evening together at The Homestead on the Kuehnert Dairy 
Farm.  

 

Senior Friends Wanted 
If you are a senior member of our church family and would like 

to become a friend to a younger (junior) child in our church family, 
please contact Katie, SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org  
or call the church office. There a few special events within the year 
that you will be invited to attend with your junior friend, and you are 
encouraged to say hi to each other whenever possible. You can even 
send cards in the mail and give small little treats for holidays.  

 

Family Fun Night 
On Friday, August 6th from 6:30p to 8p, come celebrate our 

children starting a new school year. We will eat dinner together, have 
a Bible lesson, and play a game together. Please bring a side to 
share. Please RSVP to Katie by August 1st.   

 

August Youth Events 

Wednesday, August 4, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 4, Group – TCC & MY FROG 

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 6, Family Fun Night 

 6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

 Bring a side dish to share! 

 RSVP by August 1st 
Sunday, August 15, Link Dinner & Kayak 

 12:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 18, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 18, Group – MY FROG & TCC  

 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 21, TCC & MY FROG @ the Soup Kitchen 

 Meet at church at 8:30 and we will return around 1:00.  

 Lunch will be included. 
Sunday, August 22 or 29, TCC & MY FROG Kickoff Party 

 Date, time, and location to be determined 
 

Link @ Pigeon River 
 All high school seniors and young adults are welcome to join 
Link for a paddle down the Pigeon River. We will leave church at noon 
on Sunday, August 15, and return around 5pm. Lunch will be includ-
ed. Please bring $10 to help cover costs. 
 

College Students 
 Don’t forget to call or email the church office with your college 
address.  The church telephone is 489-5031 and the email address is 
office@stjohnslaketownship.org.  We want to get you on the mailing 
list so that we can keep in touch with you. 
 

Summer Reading Program Ends 
 Attention all readers! The church summer reading program 
ends on Tuesday, August 31. Turn in all reading logs and be ready for 
the winners to be announced on Rally Day! 
 

 



G2G is Back! 
G2G is back in August! We will be learning Simple Sewing 

Machine Skills from Marsha Hibben on Thursday, August 19th, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Sewing Room. We are looking for others 
to assist in teaching this simple skills on a sewing machine class. If 
you are able to assist, please contact Katie. 
 

Rally Day - Save the Date 
 Lessons are being prepared, teachers are being recruited, and 
rooms are being decorated – it is almost time to start another great 
year of Sunday School! Join us as we kick off the season with Rally 
Day on Sunday, September 12! 
 

Summer Worship Schedule Ends 
 Our summer worship schedule will end on Labor Day, Sep-
tember 5. Join us on that day for our final outdoor service of the sum-
mer. Worship times on that Sunday will be Traditional Service at 7:45 
a.m., and outdoor NewSong Service at 9:00 a.m. There will be no late 
Traditional Service. Beginning the following Sunday, September 12, 
we will return to our regular service times with the Traditional Services 
at 7:45 and 9:00 a.m., Sunday School at 9:00 a.m., and NewSong 
Contemporary Service at 10:15. 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 
Are you looking to deepen your prayer life? Join us for several 

Women’s Bible Study opportunities. The Ladies Bible Study will meet 
on August 18th at 6:45 pm. They are reading The Circle Maker By 
Mark Batterson. Please reach out to Debra Schoelles for further de-
tails.   

Our Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study will continue through 
the summer with a summer read by John MacArthur titled Twelve Ex-
traordinary Women. They meet every Friday at 9:00 a.m. 

The WNALC meets every first Thursday of the month at 9:30 
a.m. for Bible Study. All women are welcome to join! 

 

 

Thank You 

 
St. John’s Family, 

Thank you doesn’t seem like enough to express all that you, 
our church family, have done for us over the past seven plus months! 
We appreciate so much all of your prayers, cards, delicious meals, gift 
cards, kind words, and overall concern for our family. Thank you to Pr. 
Douglas for the phone calls and visits to John especially the last visit 
on Pastor and Debra’s way home from the airport just a few hours be-
fore John’s passing.  A special thank you to Chaplin Leslie Haines for 
coming when asked when John was admitted to hospice care. 
It has been a long journey and it didn’t turn out as we had prayed it 
would. There was just too much damage done to the lungs and the 
doctors believed that it was likely that the lymphoma was returning as 
well. Although we miss John terribly, we rejoice that he is with our 
Lord. 

Thank you again for all your love and support, you have been 
a blessing to our family. 
The Family of John Mates 

 
Thank you to all who participated in the Blood Drive on June 30. We 
met our goal of eighteen units! 
 
Thank you to all who 
joined us at Luther 
Fest and the Lake 
Luther service! And 
thank you to our 
NewSong worship 
team who did such a 
great job in leading 
us as we lifted our  
voices in praise! 
 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Jackson and Leah (Groeling) Fann who are 

able to officially celebrate their wedding with friends and family this 
month! 

 



Baptisms 
We rejoiced in several baptisms in July! On Sunday, July 11, 

we shared in the baptism of Sadie Vancelette, daughter of Phillip and 
Stephanie Vancelette, and granddaughter of Jeff and Janet Crow, and 
on Sunday, July 25, we shared in the baptisms of Benjamin, William, 
and Emily Baxter, children of Nicholas and Krista Baxter. We welcome 
you into the Lord’s family! 

   

Condolences 
St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to Ju-

lie and the family of John Mattes. He was a cherished member of our 
church family and will be dearly missed. 

 

Newsletter Deadline: August 15 
 

 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, August 5 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, August 10 — 9:00 a.m. 

 
Bible Study — Thursday, September 2— 9:30 a.m. 

Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, September 14 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet Saturday, August 28, at 
8:00 a.m. All men are welcome to join them for food, fellowship, and 
prayer every fourth Saturday of the month. For more information, 
please contact Dan Houser. 
 

Bell Choir 
 There has been interest in restarting the Bell Choir. The Bell 
Choir would play at special services and a few other times throughout 
the year. No previous experience is necessary. If you have interest in 
joining this choir, please contact the church office. 

Brass Band Ensemble 
Calling all musicians who like to toot their own horn! St. John’s 

would like to develop a brass band ensemble to play at special ser-
vices and events, such as Hanging of the Greens. Parker Niman 
played his trombone during “Mary Did You Know” at last year’s pro-
gram, and it was wonderful! If you are interested, please contact Pas-
tor Douglas. 

 

Musicians and Vocalists Needed 
We are always looking for new people to join the NewSong 

worship band, the Traditional choir, and special service groups. If you 
would like to lend your talents to these areas, please contact Ben or 
Mike. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. 

This 13-week class is for anyone who has lost a spouse, child, family 
member, or friend, and who could use the support of people who un-
derstand the deep hurt of loss. We will use a video format to teach 
principles of recovery from loss, and the remaining time will be used 
to encourage conversation among group members—an opportunity to 
hear how others have dealt with the pain of loss, and an opportunity to 
share one’s own life experience with others, if and when one is ready 
to do so.  Registration fee is $20. (scholarships available). Tuesdays 

beginning August 10, 6:30-8 pm 

For more information, contact Lori Schlatter at bytenseek@aol.com  
 

Dart Day  
 The Lutheran Dartball League is holding a special Dart Day on 
Sunday Aug 22nd, from 1:00-5:00 p.m.  It will be held at Trinity Luther-
an, 1936 St Marys Ave in Ft. Wayne.  This event will allow potential 
new players and teams to learn and play dartball, the fun game that 
few know about.  Existing teams will also be there to help you experi-
ence the fun and fellowship of a game similar to corn hole, but with 
darts and a large baseball board.  Contact Rich Greener for more de-
tails at 437-4933 or richg@deistermachine.com.  You won’t be disap-
pointed! 

mailto:bytenseek@aol.com
mailto:richg@deistermachine.com


St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township 

Council Meeting July 20, 2021 

 

Present:  Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Diane Swihart, Sally Stites, Vicki 

Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Cheri Meyers,  Kathi Engle,  Rob Niman, Shelly 

Roberson, and Tim Studebaker  

Cheri called the meeting to order. Pastor Schoelles began devotions. 

Minutes from the June 8, 2021, council meeting was approved with a 

motion by Rob,  Linda seconded. Motion carried. 

Financial Reports – No new report. 

 General Fund- $114,927.32 

 Capital Improvement Fund-  $28,282.05 

 Memorial Fund-  $118,383.17 

 Benevolence Fund-  $12,500.00 

 Security Donation Fund-  $1,246.82 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars  $4,984.58 

STAFF REPORTS 

Pastor’s report – Pastor Douglas Schoelles  

Pastor would like for first year confirmation students to attend camp. 

This cannot be mandatory, due to possible scheduling conflicts for 

some students, but Pastor would like to strongly suggest attendance.  

Pre-marital group is going well. The Ditmer’s are enjoying.  

Child chapel has been launched – this is helping young families during 

the summer.  Whether this will continue into the Fall will be deter-

mined by family volunteers. 

It is time to review  the content of the bulletins and newsletter.  Both 

can at times be wordy and redundant. Pastor will get feedback and 

recommendations and discuss at the next council meeting. 

Associate membership is a title for those who are members but wor-

ship often at another church.  The main difference being, they have no 

voting rights. Pastor would like to identify those members and have 

them recorded as such. 

August 1st – 8th, Pastor will be attending a NALC mission seminar. 

Children’s Ministries and My Frog – Katie Pranger 

June 14th, VBS set up night 

Family Fun Night, June 18th, 3 families participated. Pizza, fellowship, 

and craft. 

VBS averaged 27 children for 5 nights. Our theme was discovering 

that we are priceless treasures of God. 

July events:  July 12th, 9am-4pm  Day Camp         

July 16th 6:30pm-8pm Family Fun Night 

My Frog 

Group Summer schedule (June, July, August) – 1st, 3rd and if there is a 

5th Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Confirmation Camp June 6th – 11th at Lake Luther 

Tuesday, June 15th  - Chain O Lakes.  Met at church at 9 am and re-

turned at 3:00 pm.  

Wednesday, June 2nd, service project at Arcola baseball diamonds was 

cancelled due to weather. 

Saturday, June 19th, Kids Day at Turtle Days 

June 30th Lake Kuehnert was cancelled due to weather. Went to Otto’s 

ice cream instead. 

July Events:  July 12th 9am-4pm Service Project to help lead Day 

camp    July 17th 10am – July 18th 4pm Camp trip     July 29th 9am-

4pm Lake Luther Pine Lake 

Link and TCC   Melanie Crasper 

Wed. , June 2, Group TCC 630pm-8pm Attendance: 3 

Sunday, June 6th, Youth Leadership Attendance: 0 

Tuesday, June 15th  - Chain O Lakes Attendance: 4  

Wednesday, June 16th, TCC Attendance: 2 

Saturday, June 19th, Kids Day at Turtle Days Attendance: 0 

June 21st, Link dinner at CJs in Columbia City. 

June 30th, was to be at Lake Kuehnert, cancelled due to rain. Went to 

Otto’s Ice Cream Attendance: 1 

July Events:  July 7th TCC 630pm-8pm     July 9th 1 pm Link Dinner 

and Kayak    July 17th Lake Luther Fest (leave church at 10am – return 

at 4pm)    July 21, Tcc 630pm – 8 pm    July 29th TCC to Pine Lakes 

9am-4pm (Bring $5 and a sack lunch.) 

Council noticed and discussed the dwindling attendance in the youth 

programs.  Rob said they had foreshadowed this previously.  He men-

tioned that the purchase of a van could possibly help for those needing 

transportation. Vicki suggested we see what other churches are doing 

and possibly revisit the idea of doing joint youth fellowship with other 

Lutheran churches.  

Shelly made a motion to accept the staff reports, Linda a second, mo-

tion carried. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Education – Tim Studebaker  Nothing to report 

Worship – Linda Eagle  They did not meet – nothing new to report 

A vote was taken via email by council to approve the purchase Luther-

an Service Builder to assist Mark and Pastor in hymn selection for the 

traditional services. 

Long Range Planning   Nothing to report 

Elders – Rob Niman 

Searching for someone to fill the Vice Chair position on Stewardship. 

That committee needs members as well. 

Created a Gmail account to digitally store job descriptions for the time 

being. Would like to develop cloud type storage in the future.   Hard 

copies of signed job descriptions located in Elder’s file in church of-

fice. 

Elders are compiling tasks and work schedule for the Office Manager 

position. 

Working on forms for Opportunities for Service. Council discussed 

other ways to entice volunteers – possible ‘job fair’, wait until Pastor’s 

September sermon series on stewardship, and add detailed require-

ments of each position. 

Finance – Vicki Gilbert 

In June the Outreach and Stephen’s Ministry funds were audited in ad-

dition to the General Fund.  There were no required tally sheets for 

Project 216 money. 

Families related to memorial money collected in 2019 to present will 

be contacted by the Memorial Committee to get requests, in any.  They 

will be given until the end of July to submit. 

Located COVID relief money in the General Fund – that money will 

be transferred to the Lutheran Foundation income.  

Outreach – Diane Swihart  They did not meet. 

Property – Nothing to report 

Stewardship – Shelly Roberson 

Ice Cream social was well attended. 

Blood Drive coming up 

Kathi made a motion to accept the Committee reports, Diane second-

ed. Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS  

Rob asked what Elder’s should do concerning the WNALC, which has 

dwindled away over the past years.  Rob received clarity and will 

move forward. 

Pastor suggested Stewardship take over the funeral duties.  

Vicki made a motion that Stewardship take over the duties of the fu-

neral dinner services. Rob seconded. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Pastor purchased signs for the upcoming meeting concerning O’Day 

road / US 30 proposal. 

Rob made a motion to reimburse Pastor $190 for the purchase of two 

HWY 30/O’Day road meeting signs our of the misc. line item.  Shelly 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

New Space requests:   

Fellowship hall and kitchen by Teresa Bonar on Saturday, July 31, 

2021, from 9:30 am – 1:00 pm for a bridal shower. 

Fellowship hall and kitchen by Marsha Hibben on Sunday, September 

19, 2021, at noon for a family reunion. 

Fellowship hall and kitchen by Caid and Marissa Blessing on Satur-

day, October 16, 2021, from 11:00 am – 6:00 pm for a baby shower. 

Change of date request for blood drive from October 28th, to Wednes-

day, October 20, 2021, from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm. 

Vicki made a motion to accept the new space requests.  Tim seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn by Shelly, Diane seconded.  Motion carried. 

The meeting ended with prayer. 

Respectively submitted, 

Sally Stites 

 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru June 25, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 163,139.00 

 6 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 171,500.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 8,361.00 
July Financial information will be reported next month. 

 



Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

 

2.  Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click  
on  it. Follow directions.  
 

3.  St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple     
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 
Please remember these members: 

These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 
 

 Violet Blessing  
      235 Clingerman Ave  
 Apt 5          
 Churubusco, IN 46723   
   
 Lois Grim 
 11430 Coldwater Road 
 Suite 113 
 Bright Star Senior Living 
 Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
 
     Marcella Kronmiller                           

St. Anne Communities   
      1900 Randallia Drive  
      Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
 

 

 

Installation 
 Pastor Jarrod Ball will be installed August 15 at the 10:00 a.m. 
service at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 5912 Sugar St. Uniondale, In-
diana.  Jarrod was received into the NALC during Covid, and St. 
Mark’s is now ready to celebrate a service of installation. All are wel-
come to attend and please keep Pastor Jarrod and the fellow Chris-
tians of St. Mark's Uniondale in your prayers.  

Family Life – An Online Resource 

Around the Table: Why Hospitality Is Vital to Your Soul 
When my kids were small and we’d host guests, there was always a 
moment just before we’d fling open the door when I’d need to wipe my 
forehead and upper lip. (Places, everyone!) 
I literally perspired—partially from anxiety. But mostly because no 
matter how many Tinker Toys I’d lobbed toward their container or dia-
pers I’d changed, someone always wiped their nose on my T-shirt or 
conspiratorially ran down the stairs without pants 30 seconds before 
guests pulled up. 
When you have little kids, gathering around the table anyone who 
doesn’t need their sippy cup filled is tough, y’all. 
Yet reasons like these can be exactly what keeps us from the power 
of sharing our table, even our hamburgers, with someone else. 
We’re busy. And hospitality is so stinkin’ exhausting, the preparation 
mundane. We can’t seem to get (and keep) all rooms of our house 
clean at the same time. Our cooking may involve hot dogs sliced into 
mac and cheese or Domino’s on speed dial. Cooking? Like, three 
dishes in one meal so I don’t look like I always serve something from 
the InstaPot? Ain’t nobody got time for that. 
But not gathering around the table—or sharing a false, curated one—
can have the opposite power: short-circuiting true community. 

What hospitality isn’t 
During my family’s time in Africa, my friend Monica invited us to her 
home, where she lived with her three daughters in one room. We ate 
outdoors from well-used plasticware while ducks waddled around our 
benches in the dust. Monica didn’t have a table. We washed dishes 
together using soap and massive jugs of water. We watched Tom and 
Jerry on her tiny television. 
Over bowls of rice and beans, Monica’s hospitality sparkled. She hon-
ored us. Gave generously. Enjoyed us. 
Monica altered the perspective of my sweating, toddler-raising days. 
Confession: There’s an element of image tempting my hospitality en-
ergies. Even my attempts to be casual can mimic hours spent to give 
a supermodel that “just rolled out of bed” look. My hospitality has oc-
casionally been a curated imperfection. 
In short, hospitality can entice me, so subtly, to be a bit about … me. 
And in that, I can quietly don a mask. Rather than hospitality convey-
ing authentic connection and presence, I choose an agenda. Artifice. 
The goal of gathering friends around the table isn’t our family’s glory 
as the host: Look how much we have our act together! Aren’t we im-
pressive in our ability to serve you? 

https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/essentials/why-homemaking-is-more-than-scrubbed-toilets/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/essentials/why-homemaking-is-more-than-scrubbed-toilets/


It’s loving well in the name of Jesus.  
To offer a cup of cold water in His name. 
Ruth Haley Barton reflects in Life Together in Christ: Experiencing 
Transformation in Community, “Paying attention to these inner dy-
namics [of opening our homes] can tell us about ourselves. How com-
fortable am I with myself and my life as God has given it to me right 
now?” 
Maybe people spontaneously showing up when beds lay unmade 
means my home’s attraction is an inner beauty. Perhaps the power of 
a prepared, approachable place lies not in the Pinterest-curated souf-
fle in the oven, but space for relationships. 

Why gathering around the table matters 
Sharing our table is about accepting and welcoming all sorts of people 
(Luke 14:13), creating for them a warm sense of home. Rather than 
through showy perfection, this is about genuine care and presence 
with others. As God does for us, hospitality extends unseen re-
sources, filling up our sense of confidence, care, connectedness, 
joy—often through our five senses. 
The Bible communicates vital intimacy when we invite others around 
the table. 

 In Genesis, Abraham hurried to invite his three heavenly visi-
tors to the close fellowship of a meal (18:1-8). 

 In seven feasts a year (three mandatory), God’s people re-
counted His faithfulness around the table (Leviticus 23). 

 Jesus, particularly after His resurrection, shared many meals 
with His disciples. But even before, He was scorned for His 
close fellowship with sinners; think of the privilege of Jesus go-
ing to Zacchaeus’ home. People commented, “This man re-
ceives sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2, emphasis add-
ed). 

 In Revelation 3:20, Jesus encourages, “If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me.” 

There’s something intimate about the generosity of sharing our provi-
sions and even inviting someone into our homes. Our photos on the 
wall, our zany middle schooler, our medicine cabinet to snoop in (kid-
ding!)—the environment we create and call our own. 
As God describes the early church, Acts 2 mentions community and 
“breaking bread” as one of its cornerstones. And check out the re-
sults: “They devoted themselves … to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers … breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 
were being saved” (verses 42, 46-47, emphasis added). 

Starved of Community 
Could reluctance to invite others around the table reflect how commu-
nity itself has sunk in priority? That busyness—our tasks—edge out 
the time or need to draw others into our oh-so-real families? 
Societally, we’re more isolated than ever, subsisting on perceived, 
surface-level connection often without actual presence. Our passing 
“How are you’s?” and 140-character tweets curtail our hunger for oth-
ers. 
In Lost Connections, author Johann Hari relates how, for decades, 
social scientists have been asking, “How many people in your life 
could you call in a time of crisis?” In the 1970s, the most common an-
swer was three. Today’s most common answer? Zero. 
Hari continues, “every one of the social and psychological causes of 
depression and anxiety [social psychologists] have discovered has 
something in common. They are all forms of disconnection.” 
When we don’t dive into community, our isolation moves directly—
dysfunctionally—against the mutual dependence of the Body of 
Christ: “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 
Corinthians 12:21). I get it. Isolation can feel safer than needing oth-
ers, than exposing us to judgment or rejection or misunderstanding. 
But disconnection stops us from experiencing God’s fullness through 
community. It keeps the world from seeing the beauty of God’s 
church. And it prevents the authentic relationships we’re created for. 
I’ve found visitors may not remember whether my bathroom mirrors 
were spatter-free or if I served homemade cookies. But they remem-
ber if I was sincerely, undistractedly present with them. They remem-
ber if I was interested in their story. Whether they felt loved and re-
ceived. 

Gathering around the table doesn’t have to be complicated 
There’s an element of our relationships that longs to be untucked, 
just-as-I-am … and finally unashamed. To finally be accepted as we 
are, embarrassing needs and all. Happily dependent. 
Do we really want to live life and raise our kids alone? How can we 
make hospitality doable so we’re not just shoehorning something else 
into hectic family life … and everyone arrives wearing pants? 
Maybe gathering community around your table looks like: 
 Mastering the one-pot dish or cake-mix cookies. 
 Being cool with compostable plates and board games. 
 Ordering pizza or takeout. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+23&version=ESV
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/faith/essentials-faith/reaching-out/your-marriage-can-make-a-difference/
https://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/faith/essentials-faith/reaching-out/your-marriage-can-make-a-difference/


 Texting someone when you put on a pot of chili, are planning 
to grill on Saturday (potluck! Bring your own meat!), or want to 
celebrate something going right in their lives or yours. 

 Having friends for coffee after the kids are in bed or just plan-
ning on doubling the casserole recipe. 

 Making “community” a goal: You’d like to host a family one 
night a month, or every other week. 

More than activities commanding our schedules, we can choose a 
priority of time and presence. Let’s gather community around the ta-
ble—and get un-alone. 
 

Blessings, Gratitude, and all that Jazz! 
 Cross Connections is inviting everyone to help them bring the light 
of Christ into the lives of the clients He leads to their care! Please join 
them on Saturday, September 18 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Country 
Heritage Winery to support the Biblical counseling ministry of Cross 
Connections! Live music from the West Central Jazz Quartet, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres, and samples from six of the dazzling wines that make 
Country Heritage so popular! Tickets for the evening are $100 per 
person. The event is limited to 150 participants, so you won’t want to 
wait to make your purchase. There are also sponsorship opportunities 
for businesses and organizations who are interested. Please call Jim 
Dohrmann, at 260-373-0213, ext. 105 or email jimdohrmann@cross 
connectionscounseling.com if you have questions, wish to purchase 
tickets or sponsorships, or need more information. 
 

Center for Congregations 
Our Most Popular 2020-2021 Workshops 
Did you miss one of our popular workshops from the past year? They 
are now available for a limited time on our website! From topics 
on technology to engaging with young people in your congregation 
and managing change, there are a variety of resources for your con-
gregation. All recordings will expire on Friday, August 13. Visit 
https://centerforcongregations.org/recorded-workshops for more in-
formation. 
 

 

Lectors 

7:45 — ? 
9:00 – Marsha Hibben 
10:15 — Linda Eagle 

 

         Deacons                  
7:45 – ? 

  10:15 – Tony & Linda Eagle   
 

Altar Care 

Michelle Felger 
   

NewSong Hosts  

Marsha Hibben 
 

Acolytes 
      7:45 a.m.      10:15 a.m. 

August 1         Nathan Dicke                   Danika Eagle (9:00) 

      August 8        Mason Hess Paige Studebaker 

August 15       Allie Kuehnert Parker Niman                

August 22 Nathan Dicke                   Ariana Meyers 

August 29       Cole Buesching       Braylon Niman     

         

Youth NewSong Hosts 

August 1             Danika Eagle 

                             

Flowers 

August 1 – In honor of Richard & Nancy Hess’s 54th wedding 

 anniversary. 

August 8 – In memory of George Dunten from his family. 

August 15 – OPEN 

August 22 – OPEN 

August 29 – OPEN  

 

https://centerforcongregations.org/recorded-workshops


REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Mark Handy, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald 
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Susie Groeling, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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