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Outdoor Service and Ice Cream Social
St. John's will be having our second outdoor service of the
summer on Independence Day, Sunday, July 4th, at 9:00 a.m. This will
be a contemporary service featuring our NewSong worship team. Following service, we will have an ice cream social. Bring a chair, invite
your friends and neighbors to this fun time of worship and fellowship.

Children’s Chapel
St. John’s has begun a Children's Chapel during the 9:00 a.m.
NewSong worship service. This chapel
gives the children a worship time that will
speak to them on their level. The children
will begin and end the hour in service
worshipping with their family, and after
the children’s message with pastor they
will leave for a 20-25 minute children’s
worship experience time that will include songs, stories, skits or crafts, prayers and blessing. They will
then reunite with the rest of the congregation after the prayers of the
people. If you would like to help out with Children’s Chapel, please let
us know. You can speak with Anna Van Westin or Debra Schoelles if
you have questions.

Lake Luther Fest & Sunday Service
Lake Luther Fest will be Friday, July 16 thru Sunday, July 18.
There will be entertainment and activities throughout the weekend including team trivia on Friday, various tournaments (corn hole, 3 on 3
basketball, euchre, etc) on Saturday, Speaker and musician Jean
Watson at 6:30 p.m. Saturday evening, and campfire on both nights.
The Lake Luther Worship Service will be at 10:30 a.m. Sunday featuring our NewSong worship team and a Chicken BBQ and ice cream
social at noon. Check the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries website
(www.lomik.org) for a complete schedule. Make camping reservations
at least 3 days prior at 260-667-7750 or email, steve@lomik.org.

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles
RAISING HAPPIER ADULTS
What are your hopes and dreams for your children and grandchildren?
Do you hope they possess good mental health? I can’t believe you
would want them to have depression, low self-esteem, discontent, or
anxiety disorders. Do you hope to encourage their physical wellbeing? Again I can’t believe you would cheer them to take up smoking, alcohol, drugs, or promiscuous sex; all of which would diminish
their physical health.
Parents and Grandparents, what do you insist your children do to set
them up for this life? Sports, school, good friends? What sacrifices do
you make so your children live a better life than you?

Do you want to help your child succeed in life? Pass on a living
faith in Jesus Christ.
While all kinds of factors impact what happens in a child’s life, one of
the most significant factors to improve and safeguard the mental health
and physical well-being of our children is for parents to pass on their
faith to their children.
A recent study by Harvard University’s School of Public Health found
kids raised going regularly to church are happier adults. The study explored the association of the religious involvement of children and
teens with their mental health and physical well-being as young adults.
The study was published by the American Journal of Epidemiology
which is dedicated to research related to health and well-being. Empirical research suggests that religion is associated with better health
and well-being in adults.
When they say “religious involvement” they mean weekly worship attendance and regular or daily devotional times in children’s lives. The
researchers found that many of the measurements found little difference existed between “never attending” and “less than weekly” attendance.
When we talk about attendance, we are not talking about the kids being dropped off. To effectively pass on our religious values and practices “occurs largely through parental modeling”. Am I saying going
to worship and praying together is the magic ticket? No. But it helps
all of us run this life race with perseverance and come out ahead. As
the apostle Paul said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7; cf. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27,

Acts 20:24, Galatians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1)
Attending worship was associated with greater life satisfaction and
positive affect, greater volunteering, greater sense of mission, more
forgiveness, and lower probabilities of drug use and early sexual initiation. Being involved in the faith community was linked to a wide
range of positive outcomes, such as greater psychological well-being,
character strengths, reduced mental illness, and healthier behaviors.
To cut to the point. You want to help your kids run this race with perseverance? You want them to have a mental and physical edge over
this world that is unkind and unfair? Put them in the lap of Jesus who
calls on you: “Bring the little ones to me, for the kingdom of God belongs to them.”(Mark 10:14)
May we continue to grow in the grace and knowing Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior. (2 Peter 3:18)
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Douglas

Reading the Bible to Children Is Crucial in Tech Age
The New York Times recently ran an article "Turn the Page, Spur the
Brain" that presented empirical findings showing that reading to children, even infants, was crucial for brain development. They found that
exposing children to a video or a picture short-circuited the child's imagination. One expert said:
"They're not having to imagine
the story [for themselves]; it's just
being fed to them." Another
pointed out that children who
were exposed to reading "showed
significantly more activity in the
areas of the brain that process
visual association, even though
the child was listening to a story
and could not see any pictures."
In short, verbal communication
makes your mind and heart do the work of grasping and imagining the
story for yourself. Images tend to feed you what some other person's
imagination has created.
So are you reading the bible to your children? Stimulate their brains

and souls! If you have any questions about bibles, talk with us, we
will be happy to give suggestions.

Kathleen Lutz to Preach on August 8
Please join us on August 8 as we welcome Kathleen Lutz at all three
services. Kathleen is based in Nairobi, Kenya, where she advances the
ministry of Heart to Heart as Mission & Development Associate. She
works alongside Kenyans and together they find ways to address the
needs of those living in poverty.
Continuing Worship Series:

Discipleship Ephesians

MADE WORTHY -WALK WORTHY:
Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians
Does the gospel of Christ affect
your everyday life? The Letter to
the Ephesians tells US the power
of God raises lifeless souls up
and gets us walking with Christ.
Are you confident and ready to
move Christ’s
dynamic power in your every
circumstance?
7/4

Dwelling In Power

7/11

Rowing Together

7/18

Fresh New Walking

7/25

Light Walking

8/1

Being Strong In The Lord

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director

The other day, as I was driving down Washington Center Road,
I witnessed a young woman holding a portable sound system and
preaching the Gospel from the side walk. I have seen her a couple of
times in different areas and I am always impressed by her boldness. A
big part of me wants to park my car and join her, or at least stand near
her in support, or at the very least give her a thumbs up as I drive by.
The latter is what I always end up doing. I believe in the message of
the Gospel, I believe in the love and grace of God, and I believe that as
ambassadors of Christ, sharing our faith is our mission on this earth.
So why is it so hard?
For me, my greatest fear in sharing the Gospel message is that
it will hurt my relationships with family and friends. This is a valid
concern. I've seen it happen. But, are our relationships on this earth
more important than our relationship with God? After all, Jesus said he
came to bring division. Shouldn’t we be willing to do the same? That’s
really hard for those of us who are peacemakers. I don’t like ripples on
my pond! But I have to believe that if you enter a gospel conversation
with humility and genuine concern for the other person, most will receive it warmly. They may not believe what you believe, but they’ll
see your love for them by bringing up an awkward conversation. If
you currently have a significant relationship with that person, why
would they not want to hear about the most important thing in your
life? Some people will say, “I’m waiting for the right opportunity.”
There is never bad timing to lovingly share about the greatest sacrifice
imaginable. We forget it’s not our relationships with others that are
most important. It’s others’ relationships with the Creator. Sometimes
our relationships need to take a backseat so our friends and family can
enter into a saving relationship.
Over and over again scripture points us to share Jesus with others. It is our joy as a believer to get to be the mouthpiece of God while
the Spirit changes the heart. God put you in the lives of people to share
His Good News with them. Maybe you are like me and you don’t
know how to start that conversation. Invite them to church on Sunday.
Invite them to our youth or young adult events. Invite them to the ice
cream social on July 4th. Find a way to take that first step.
Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just pluck us up into Heaven when we become believers? It’s so He can get even more
glory by using broken people like us to lead others into eternity. Let’s
be bold and grab that microphone – who’s with me?

Jesus calls his followers to work together and get along—
within our own families and within his church. A family unity can be
challenging to put into practice. This is especially true during summer
months, as more down time leads to boredom, and boredom leads to
bickering. Or the opposite happens, schedules get jam packed and lack
of routine and sleep can lead to shorter patience with our family members.
How can you keep the peace in your family and
strengthen bonds with one another? Pray for each other. Lifting up
other family members in prayer makes it difficult to stay angry at
them.
Serve one another. You can challenge siblings to perform one
act of kindness for each other every day. As a family talk (and hug!)
out problems as they arise. You can praise positive behavior and cooperation whenever you see it. Don’t solve children’s disagreements for
them, but don’t let conflicts escalate to physical violence.
Solid relationships are crucial to developing family unity. As children and parents grow closer to one another, they’re better
able to learn and grow together. They also can open up and trust others
to help them make their way through life. It’s the basic principle of the
body of Christ at work—a concept that even preschoolers can grasp.
No matter if your family is traditional, single-parent, blended, or multi-generational, these ideas will help you build mutual appreciation and
develop an atmosphere of trust. Have fun leading your family members into greater community.
“Make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each
other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and
purpose.” —Philippians 2:2, NLT

Activity Bags
Every Sunday, activity bags are available to give young children something to do with their hands that is still oriented towards the
worship. The bags are just inside the door of the worship area and all
are welcome to use them.

Kids Club Day Camp
On Monday, July 12th, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., children aged 5
years old through 5th graders, are invited to an all-day day camp! We
will have multiple short Bible lessons, games, and crafts.... and of
course a few snacks! Children will need to bring a sack lunch. Many
youth helpers will be needed. Please RSVP to Katie by Friday, July
9th.

Family Fun Night
On Friday, July 16th from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., all families
are welcome to join us for our Family Fun Night. We will eat dinner together, please bring a side to share. Katie will provide pulled pork
sandwiches and drinks. We will also have a family Bible lesson and
craft. Please RSVP to Katie by July 9th.

TCC & MYFROG @ Pine Lakes Water
Park
On Thursday, July 15, TCC & MYFROG will enjoy a day of fun
at Pine Lakes Water Park in Berne. We will leave the church at 9:00
a.m. and return at 4:00 p.m. Please bring a sack lunch, swimsuit, towel, and $5. Please RSVP to Katie or Melanie by Monday, July 12 so
that they can arrange transportation.

LINK @ Lake Luther
On Friday, July 9, Link will meet at Lake Luther for lunch and a
trip down the Pigeon River. All high school seniors and young adults
are welcome to join!

Library Summer Reading Program
Sign-up today for the Library’s Summer Reading program, all
ages are eligible to participate. If your child is too young to read on
their own, parents may read to them. Children who are read to at a
young age grow up to be better readers and enjoy reading throughout
their lives; School age children retain 75 to 80 percent more of what
they have learned (math and science included) during the school year
if they read in the summer. Sign-up sheets are available in the Library. The summer reading program runs through September 1.

July Youth Events
Wednesday, July 7, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 7, Group – TCC & MY FROG
 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Friday, July 9, Link Dinner & Kayak
 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July 13, Kid’s Club Day Camp
 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 Bring a sack lunch.
 RSVP to Katie by June 9
Thursday, July 15, TCC & MY FROG @ Pine Lakes
 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 Bring $5 and a sack lunch.
 RSVP by July 12
Friday, July 16, Family Fun Night
 6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m.
 Bring a dish to share!
 RSVP by July 9
Saturday, July 17 – Sunday, July 18, TCC & MY FROG @ Lake
Luther Fest
 Leave Church at 10:00 a.m. Saturday
 Bring bedding, toiletries, swim suit, etc.
 Return to church at 4:00 p.m. Sunday
Wednesday, July 21, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 21, Group – MY FROG & TCC
 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.

Summer Worship Schedule
Our summer worship schedule began on Sunday, May 30.
Traditional services are in the sanctuary at 7:45 & 10:15 a.m., and our
NewSong contemporary service is in the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m.
We will have several outdoor worship services this summer, including
July 4 at 9:00 a.m., July 18 at 10:30 a.m. at Lake Luther, and August
1 at 9:00 a.m. On July 4 and August 1 there will be no late Traditional
service, and on July 18 the Traditional service times will be 7:45 and
9:00 a.m.

Thank You’s

Women’s Bible Studies

Many thanks to the congregation for the kind words, notes,
cards and gifts you gave for my retirement. Thanks to Sue Dowling
and the outreach committee for selecting plants that beautify my front
yard and again to Sue who planted them. Keep up your enthusiastic
singing to God who is worthy of our praise.
Beverly Easterhaus

Are you looking to deepen your prayer life? Join us for a new
Ladies Bible Study on June 30th at 6:45 pm. We will continue to meet
every 3rd Wednesday. The summer schedule will be June 30th, July
21, and August 11. We will be reading
The Circle Maker By Mark Batterson
for the first 3 sessions. Please reach
out to Debra Schoelles for further details.
Our Friday Morning Women’s
Bible Study will continue through the
summer with a summer read by John
MacArthur titled Twelve Extraordinary
Women. They meet every Friday at 9:00 a.m.
The WNALC meets every first Thursday of the month at 9:30
a.m. for Bible Study. All women are welcome to join!

Congratulations
Congratulations to Brad and Brianna Bassett on the birth of
their first baby Brinley Raye! She was born on Wednesday, June 16th.
She weighed 8 lb. 14 oz., and was 20 and 3/4 in. long. Her proud
grandma is Monica Bassett.

Baptisms
On Sunday, June 27, we rejoiced in the baptism of Lindsey
Crow, wife of Justin Crow. We welcome you into the Lord’s family!

Open House
The family of Betty Dunten is inviting any and all to celebrate
her 90’th birthday with an open house (cottage) on July 3rd from 1:00
to 4:00 at their lake cottage, 135 lane 250 E, Lake Pleasant, Orland,
IN 46776. Please bring own chair and no gifts necessary!

Newsletter Deadline: July 15

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet Saturday, July 24, at
8:00 a.m. All men are welcome to join them for food, fellowship, and
prayer every fourth Saturday of the month. For more information,
please contact Dan Houser.

Women of Joy Conference
The Women of Joy Fall Tour is coming to the Indiana Convention
Center in Indianapolis on August 13–14, 2021. The key speakers are
Charles Billingsley, Lisa Harper, Lisa Bevere, Katherine Wolf, and Allie Worthington. The main musical performer is Big Daddy Weave. It
has been a long time since we women have gone to a conference!
Whether you are on a lifelong adventure of drawing closer to Christ or
are just figuring things out, Women of Joy can be part of that journey!
Who is interested in spending the weekend with THOUSANDS OF
WOMEN as we WORSHIP and find out HOW TO EMBRACE JOY
even in the midst of life’s turmoil and trials? The conference rate for
groups of ten or more is $99. If we have interested people, we will decide about transportation and lodging based on our numbers. Please
look for the sign-up sheet and brochure in the narthex, and sign-up if
you are interested. Signing up at this stage does not commit you to attending. The JOY of the LORD is our strength!

Women of the NALC
Bible Study — Thursday, July 1— 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, July 6 — 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study — Thursday, August 5 — 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, August 10 — 9:00 a.m.

Brass Band Ensemble
Calling all musicians who like to toot their own horn! St. John’s
would like to develop a brass band ensemble to play at special services and events, such as Hanging of the Greens. Parker Niman
played his trombone during “Mary Did You Know” at last year’s program, and it was wonderful! If you are interested, please contact Pastor Douglas.

Tables and Chairs
It’s that time of year when there are lots of parties, graduation,
etc. In the past we have allowed our old tables and chairs to be
loaned out for these events and this year will be no different. However, we ask that if you want to borrow these items, please call the
church office before your event to sign up for the tables and chairs.
Please do not just take them; they may already be spoken for. Thanks
for your help!

Musical Blessings
For many years, our St. John's church family has been
blessed by our loved and talented Beverly Easterhaus. We would like
to take this moment in time to thank you Bev for your dedication in
providing a variety of music along with all your musical gifts that have
lead our congregation in worship and praise to our Lord. Not only
have you encouraged so many of our youth to sing, you have also
worked tirelessly to lead adult choirs throughout the years. We highly
value your commitment to this position and though we are sad to see
you stepping down, we wish to congratulate you on your retirement!
As it states in Matthew 25:23,“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
We wish you all the best!
In light of Bev's retirement, we welcome Mark Handy as our
organist. Mark has been our fill-in organist for three(ish) years and
has been playing the organ for 33 years. Mark majored in organ and
harpsichord at IU and is on the Board of Directors with Susan Firestone at the Bach Collegium in Fort Wayne. He is the third generation
organist in his family, following in the footsteps of his mother and
grandfather. Mark is the owner of a judgmental cat named Francis
who likes to sit and stare at him, but does not like his playing, scurrying from the room as soon as he begins to play. St. John’s however, is
certainly blessed by Mark’s playing and is happy to have him as a part
of our family!

We also welcome Mike Overdeer, who will direct the special
music for the services. Mike has been playing the guitar and singing
for many years and had his first solo in church when he was in the
seventh grade. He double majored in music in high school and even
helped direct. In high school Mike was also part of the “Rusty
Knights”, a musical group that performed at different places including
nursing homes. Mike attended the IU School of Music before putting
his guitar away for thirty years. Mike was raised at Hope Lutheran
Church in Coesse and was confirmed by Pastor Marken, who later
presided over the wedding of Mike and his wife Angie. Mike and Angie
have six children. We are so glad that Mike has picked up his guitar
again and has agreed to bless us with his gifts!
Lastly, we welcome Ben MacDonald to the position of Contemporary Worship Director. Ben is a Fort Wayne native and is currently a detective with the Fort Wayne Police Department, having
served since 2007. He is married to April MacDonald (Kuehnert) and
having moved to the northwest Allen County area is often referred to
as “April’s husband.” Ben has 4 children, Peyton(10), Lilliana(9), Savannah(6), and Stanley(4). Ben enjoys way too many hobbies to list
but some of his favorites are hockey, golf, working out, and of course
music! Ben has been playing music since he was in 6th grade and
went through Memorial Park Middle School. Ben started on upright
bass and after high school started to teach himself guitar. Ben has a
passion for being a Christ follower and serving the Church.
We could not be happier that God has blessed us with these
three new leaders. Please join us in thanking them for their commitment to our worship bringing praise and thanksgiving to our Lord!

Summer Fun!
Our St. John’s congregation enjoyed some fun times
in June out in the community
and here at church. On Saturday, June 19, we entered a
float in the Churubusco Turtle
Days parade. The theme was
“Fun in the Sun at 71” and we
decided to pay tribute to two
icons – Oscar the Turtle (of
course) and Elvis. Everyone
enjoyed Jon Kurtz dressed as
Elvis the Turtle, complete with
guitar and Elvis music! The

float was decorated like a
summer turtle pond, and we
had fun walking and dancing
down Main Street sharing candy with the spectators.
Later that same day, we
joined other area churches for a
“Kid’s Day” event, providing
games and fun at the Churubusco Park. Many families attended the event and it was a
beautiful and fast paced afternoon.
On Sunday, June 20, we began our week of VBS here at St.
John’s. The theme was “Treasured – Discovering You Are Priceless
to God.” We had a great turnout of twenty-nine kids, including several
from the community. The week was so well organized by our Children’s Ministry Director, and everyone had a memorable time.

Thank you to all who helped with these events. We couldn’t
have done it without you!

Change of Address
Mike and Rosemarie Leininger
1575 Tallgrass Trail
Ft. Wayne, IN 46804

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township
Council Meeting, June 8, 2021.
Present: Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Diane Swihart, Sally Stites, David
Pranger, Chad Getts, Vicki Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Jeff Groeling, Cheri
Meyers, Kathi Engle, and Tim Studebaker
The council meeting began with a Bible Study.
Minutes from the May 11, 2021, council meeting was approved with a
motion by Linda, Chad seconded. Motion carried.
Financial Reports – Kathi Engle
 General Fund- $114,927.32
 Capital Improvement Fund- $28,282.05
 Memorial Fund- $118,383.17
 Benevolence Fund- $12,500.00
 Security Donation Fund- $1,246.82
 Thrivent Choice Dollars $4,984.58
Motion by David to accept, second by Jeff. Motion carried.
STAFF REPORTS
Pastor’s report – Pastor Douglas Schoelles
 Pastoral Visits included L. Grimm, M Kronmiller, John Mattes,
Allen Felger, Pat Lydy, Don Ausderan, Kuehnert’s, Cheri
Meyer, R. Niman, B. McDonnell, S. Dittmer, S. Roberson, Anna Van Westin, Mark Handy
 Collegial/Community Visits were to Rev Pam Thorson, Rev
Chris Wendell, Rev Dave Charlton, Rev S King SOLA Rev
Dale Henderson/St Matthews, IN Indiana Pastors mentoring
 Ministry Efforts include Christian Hospitality Class – Sue Groeling and Dowling’s, The Daily Plunge Podcast/Blog, Out of
the Kiddie Pool – Alayne Johnson/Marissa Blessing, The
Shepherd’s Phone Ministry – Judy Lawrence, and Confirmation Camp (June 6-11)
 Working on: Staff meetings, Staff Bible/Leadership Development, Nursery Team for families with babies – Debra
Schoelles, Grief Share Group – Lori Schlatter, Children’s
Chapel during Sermon – Anna Van Westin is willing to set up,
new member Orientation and Reception.
 Kathleen Lutz here on Aug 8th
Children’s Ministries and My Frog – Katie Pranger
 Twenty students attended Kids Club. Our senior friends joined
us for lunch and Bingo. It was a fun filled evening.



Sunday School closing program was on May 16th. Memory
work awards were handed out as well as teacher appreciation
gifts.
 Planning and decorating for VBS is in full swing.
 Family Fun Night Friday, June 18th 6:30-8:00 p.m
Link and TCC - Melanie Crasper
There were many activities for the youth and young adult in addition
to TCC Group and Bible Study. Those activities included Muffin Day
(which received good feedback!), Zoo and Coney Dog Café, and
Kev’s Kite Camp.
LINK AND TCC JUNE EVENTS:
 Wednesday, June 2, Group TCC 6:30 – 8:00 pm
 Sunday , June 6, Youth Leadership 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
 Tuesday, June 15, TCC and MY FROG at Chain O’Lakes 9:00
am – 3:00 pm (Bring a sack lunch and $5.00)
 Wednesday, June 16, Group TCC 6:30 – 8:00 pm
 Saturday, June 19, Turtle Days 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
 Monday June 21, Link Dinner 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm C.J.’s in Columbia City
 Wednesday June 30, Destination Group at Lake Kuehnert 6:30
pm – 8:00 pm (Bring your swimsuit and towel!)
MY FROG – Katie Pranger
MY FROG met ever Wednesday evening in May – averaged 5 youth.
3 youth attended Never2Young at IWU on Saturday, May 8th.
MY FROG JUNE EVENTS:
 Group Summer schedule (June, July, August) – 1st, 3rd and if
there is a 5th Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30 pm
 Confirmation Camp June 6th – 11th at Lake Luther
 Tuesday, June 15th - Chain O Lakes. Meet at church at 9 am
and return by 3:00 pm. Please pack a sack lunch and bring
$5.00.
 Wednesday, June 2nd, service project at Arcola baseball diamonds. Meet at church at 5:45 pm and return by 8:30 pm
 Saturday, June 19th, Kids Day at Turtle Days
Chad made a motion to accept the staff reports, David a second, motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Education – Tim Studebaker. Young adult bible study going well –
hope to see growth with additional marketing. Church cleaning was

successful – lots of help! Low youth participation in Easter sunrise
service but still went well. Prayer Blitz – Low participation – will consider pairing with prayer vigil in the future. Future thoughts – Children’s chapel during the sermon portion of the services.
Worship – Linda Eagle. 5/23 Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation 5/30
Trinity Sunday 6/6 Recognition of Graduates 6/13 Rogation Sunday 6/20 Father’s Day Outdoor service 9 am 6/27 Normal Sunday
7/4 Independence Day Outdoor Worship 9am 7/18 Worship at Lake
Luther. Planning to have altar guild in place by December … Michelle
F. to begin. Reinstate children’s offering. Passing offering plate will
hold off until next meeting. Approved by members: Return to using
hymnals in traditional service, 7/18 having traditional services at 7:45
and 9:00 am for those who will not be traveling to Lake Luther.
Introduce Mark Handy, Ben MacDonald, and Mike Overdeer by announcing in bulletin, newsletter and installing them in July. Ben provided a worship upgrades ‘wish list’ for the council to consider. Items
included software tools Planning Center and Igniter Media, and ProPresenter. Also, a drum set, a new PC, ear monitors, and an upgrade
in the lighting. Council prioritized Ben’s requests. The PC and software would be high priorities. Some suggestions for funds included
L.F. unused technology money, and possibly unused memorial monies.
Vicki will check into where the L.F. money is currently located. Jeff
has someone who may be willing to sell a good used PC that would be
set up and ready to go for a fraction of the cost of a new one. So, at
this time Vicki made a motion that council approves the purchase of
the Planning Center and Igniter Media software. Linda seconded. Motion carried. Pastor mentioned that soon council will have to consider
replacing the hymnals and web service to help organist with weekly
hymn choices based on readings and special Sundays.
Long Range Planning – Jeff Groeling, Nothing new to report
Elders – David Pranger. Met with staff to review job descriptions.
Met with Melanie and Katie to discuss their work loads. Completed
job descriptions for Council to approve. Elders would like council’s
approval to purchase a new van. Funds are available. Council advised
to first contact two volunteers willing to compile a list of rules and
regulations that will be crucial prior to purchase.
Finance – Vicki Gilbert
Outreach – Diane Swihart
Property – Chad Getz
Stewardship

Diane made a motion to accept the committee reports. Tim seconded.
Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
 None
NEW BUSINESS
 Cheri has received inquiries into the use of memorial funds.
There is a significant amount. Should we set a time frame to
use or put into the Endowment Fund so it can earn money? It is
the responsibility of the Finance committee and the Memorial
Fund committee to make decisions on those funds. Vicki will
have the Memorial Fund committee check if there are specific
intentions of the families and have a report at the next Council
meeting.
 Pastor provided a moving expense report for the remainder of
his and Debra’s belongings still located in California. Vicki reported that the money from unused 2020 salaries was still being held for that expense. Jeff made a motion to approve that
up to $21,000 be used from the General Fund for Pastor’s moving expenses. Chad seconded. Motion carried.
 WNALC has been inactive for some time now. David said Elders are looking into and will handle.
 A vote was taken via email by council to approve the increase
in hours (2) for Katie which will bring her up to a 30-hour
work week. This increase was approved by council and will be
effective May 14, 2021.
 Pastor provided council with a Short-Term Vision Plan for St
Johns Lutheran – to position congregational growth. This
plan’s intent is to facilitate discussion to create a discipling
congregation. Council will read, ponder, and discuss at the next
council meeting.
New Space requests:
 Fellowship hall and kitchen by Cheri Meyers on Saturday, October 9, 2021, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm for a family gathering.
 Date change request for LMVFM from Sept 18 – Octo 30.
Vicki made a motion to accept the new space requests. David seconded. Motion carried. Due to VBS the next Bible Study will be at the
next council meeting on July 13th, 7:00 pm Motion to adjourn by Pastor Schoelles, Tim seconded. Motion carried. The meeting ended with
prayer. Respectively submitted, Sally Stites

General Fund Financial Info
$ Received for the General Fund thru June 25, 2021
Total Received for the Year - $ 163,139.00
6 months of 2021 Budget - $ 171,500.00
Amount Under Budget $ 8,361.00

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of
Jesus thru St. John’s. Contribute by:
1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp”
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click
on it. Follow directions.
3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP

Please remember these members:
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards!
Violet Blessing
235 Clingerman Ave
Apt 5
Churubusco, IN 46723
Lois Grim
11430 Coldwater Road
Suite 113
Bright Star Senior Living
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845
Marcella Kronmiller
St. Anne Communities
1900 Randallia Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46845

Mission News & Reflections from
Kathleen Lutz
Day Care --- God's Care: For many, this time of the covid pandemic
has set things back. For the HIV support groups, 'support' has become very much a part of who they are as some have lost jobs, some
have been ill, some have even died. Others have struggled with their
small businesses falling short and how to raise their children during
lengthy school closings. We all wonder when things will get back to
normal. Yet, the HIV Support Groups of Heart to Heart have continued
having their meetings; times of fellowship, business and prayer. What
a blessing to come together, even with social distancing and masks.
Members share their challenges and joys. The heart of the matter is in
being there with and for one another and centered on our God's faithfulness. With God's help, the Kawangware group is beginning a new
venture with the project of Day Care. Members of the group are managing a small but well-furnished Day Care for babies up to 3 years.
This project will not only serve the community so that parents can
work while their children are cared for, but it will also provide a sustainable income for the group as time goes on. In March we held a
special blessing of the Day Care by Bishop Kea. We pray that the
children will grow in God's protection, nurturing and love. While this is
happening, the Rongai support group will soon begin another Day
Care. We give thanks to God for this new project!
Pray These Things: We pray for God's help for those suffering from
covid19 and His healing for the world as we rely on His goodness and
mercy. Guide and protect health care workers and care takers helping
the sick and dying. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. We pray for
God's light and love to guide us to take care of His children, in the
new Day Care project and in families everywhere. Teach us to teach
children of your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. We pray
for those in mission work, for World Mission Prayer League, as together we strive to reach those who have yet to hear the Gospel.
Bring others into the mission field so that Your goodness be made
known to all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Personal Updates: On May 28 I will be flying to the U.S. for my mission home assignment for World Mission Prayer League until the end
of November... a time to rest and be renewed, to build my skills and to
tell the story of God's wonderful kingdom at work around the world. As
I prepare to leave, I was tested for covid and have obtained all the
documents necessary for traveling. I am looking forward to being with
my family and friends there - as it's been two and a half years. A time
for joyful reunion! Hope to see you soon! I am presently scheduling

visits to churches and organizations in order to share about my work
in Kenya and just what God is doing... answering prayers and so
much unexpected. So far, I am scheduled to visit churches in Indiana,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Maryland. So if your church or anyone, anywhere is interested in a presentation, a meeting or more information,
please contact me by email. (kathleenmlutz@yahoo.com) I love to tell
the story. Please pray for my traveling to the U.S. and while in the
U.S. May God's presence fill you with His peace and love.
Contact Information: Please use the following contact information for
personal correspondence. Note that mail may be opened en route, so
don’t include valuables. Kathleen Lutz +++ While in the U.S, May December 2021 c//o Lutz 6817 Perry Ct., Indianapolis, IN, 46219,
kathleenmlutz@yahoo.com Giving Tax-deductible donations gladly
received at: wmpl.org/give/ World Mission Prayer League • USA ,232
Clifton Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55403 USA +1 (612) 871-6843
Make checks payable to WMPL with memo notating a designation for
the donation.

Lake Luther Fest
Join us at Lake Luther (5215 N 450 W Angola, IN) for The Fest
July 16-18. Festivities begin on Friday evening at 7:00 with a game
night and campfire. The celebration continues on Saturday with
breakfast at 8:00 followed by “you choose” events such as a nature
hike, scavenger hunt or arts and crafts. Saturday afternoon there will
be swimming, along with basketball, euchre and corn hole tournaments. During the evening Jean Watson, a classically trained violinist, speaker and writer, will share her compelling testimony of God’s
healing grace beginning at 6:30. Sunday morning at 10:30 there will
be a worship service led by Pastor Steve Flynn and music from St
John’s Lake Township. Following worship will be a chicken barbecue
at noon. The Fest events conclude with an ice cream thank you celebration in appreciation of all the donors who helped LOMIK through
the challenges of 2020 and to emerge as strong as ever in our mission.
Bring your own tent/camper for the weekend (electrical sites are limited and can be reserved ahead of time or available as “first come,
first served”). Camping is free. Cost of meals is $30.00 per person for
the weekend and $7.00 per person for individual meals. For more information, please visit www.lomik.org.

Lectors

O’Day Road Interchange

7:45 — ?
9:00 – Dan & Cindy Houser
10:15 — Casie Crapser

The Indiana Dept of Transportation is looking to make changes along the US 30 corridor from Kroemer Road through Felger Road
to accommodate Amazon. They are proposing an interchange at
Kroemer or Flaugh Roads while eliminating the interchanges at
O'Day, Stahlhut, and Felger. For the church, this would then make
US-30 a psychological barrier to homes and potential members to our
south because a direct route across that road would no longer exist.
We hope they will consider the needs of their constituents in addition
to the corporations before the decision is made later this summer. If
you have any interest in expressing your opinion to local and state officials, we will be glad to provide contact information for them.

Deacons
7:45 – ?
10:15 – Chris & Melanie Crapser

Altar Care
Linda Eagle

NewSong Hosts
Dan & Cindy Houser

Acolytes

Join us for the 30th Annual Strides of Hope Walkathon on Saturday, August 21st, at the beautiful Morsches Park in Columbia
City.
The goal of this event is to raise funds for the ministry of A Hope Center who heals hearts and saves lives by providing free pregnancy services, resources, and education to nurture sexual, emotional, and
spiritual health. You can find more information about A Hope Center
at ahopecenter.org. This is a family-friendly event with a walk on a 2mile paved path. Bikes, scooters, strollers, and wheelchairs are all
welcome!




New this year...we have created several resources for
individuals and churches to help you achieve your fundraising goal.
Raffle prizes are returning this year! EACH person who
attends the event will be given a raffle ticket, plus for
every $50 you raise, you will receive another raffle
ticket.
Call us at 260.422.3544 for any questions!

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

7:45 a.m.
Mason Hess
Allie Kuehnert
Cole Buesching
Elliot VanEvery

10:15 a.m.
Parker Niman (9:00)
Ariana Meyers
Braylon Niman (9:00)
Alyssa Jonas

Youth NewSong Hosts
July 4

Parker Niman

Flowers
July 4 – In memory of Milan Blessing from his family.
In honor of Terry & Judy Heck’s 26th wedding anniversary.
July 11 – In honor of Marcella Kronmiller’s birthday from her family.
In honor of Kameron DeWald’s birthday from Grandma
DeWald.
July 18 – In memory of Jim Lawrence from his family.
In memory of Edward and Margaret Fick from Andrew
Swihart family.
July 25 – In honor of Helen Kuehnert’s 95th birthday from Roger and
Tammy Kuehnert.
In honor of Herb and Dorothy Kuehnert from Jeff and Janet
Crow.

REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT.......
In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or labeled boxes in the basement across from the elevator:

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church.



A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes.

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSSROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH.



Cross Borders –

Worship Times:

Clothing: all kinds and sizes
Household: bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains

Telephone Numbers:

Church Office Hours:

Furniture: beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture

(260) 489-5031 - Church

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials
Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers,
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc.

9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs.
9:30 – 1:30 / Fri.

E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up.



Sunday School:

7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.

*Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric,
thread, used bed linens.



Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses
and hearing aids.



Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard
drawer).

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand.

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List
Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pasta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes:
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hygiene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please
respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their families. Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions
to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be
given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their
worship and reflection. Thank you!

Church Staff:

9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May)

Prayer Chain:

Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor
Rose Biggs
Mark Handy, Organist
Virginia Fick
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald
Choir Director, Mike Overdeer
Julie Mattes, Office Manager
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director
Susie Groeling, Librarian
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator

— 615-7016
— 625-4384

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake
Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to
spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will do this mission by
word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the community and throughout the world.
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