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Sunday Night L.I.T.E Returns!
St. John's will be having our first Sunday Night L.I.T.E. in over
a year on June 13th. L.I.T.E. provides an opportunity for all of us to
share with each other the talents, gifts, and life experiences God has
given to glorify Him and build up the body of Christ. L.I.T.E. stands
for: L = Love, I = Inspire, T = Testify, and E = Enlighten. Maybe you
have a song you'd like to perform, maybe you have a painting, a personal testimony, or a favorite passage...whatever it is God is calling
you to share...share it! And if you don't have anything outwardly to
share, just be there and share your presence and love!
If you plan on participating, please let Rob Niman know to get
you on the line up.

Family Fun Night
All are welcome to join us on Friday, June 18th from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m., for our first Family Fun Night of the summer. We will eat
dinner together, have a family Bible lesson, and a craft. Pizza and
drinks will be provided, and we ask that families please bring a side to
share. Please RSVP by June 11th to Katie at Sunday School@
stjohnslaketownship.org, or call the church office.

It’s Time for VBS!
Are you ready for an adventure? Embark on an epic quest
through hidden ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles. At Treasured
VBS, kids dig into action-packed, faith-filled adventures. They’ll discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold–it's them!
All children age 4 years old by August
2020, through 5th grade are invited!
Sunday, June 20, through Thursday,
June 24, 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm. Register by
June 13 at https://vbspro.events/p/even
ts/stjohnslaketownship, email Katie at
SundaySchool@stjohnslaketownship.
org, or call the church office.

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles
SUMMER SABBATH
Entering into June we all look forward to time relaxing and resting.
We take time to relax our bodies and our minds. As human beings we
need downtime because we can only work and be fruitful out of our
rest. We need a restoration from the stressors and obstacles. We need
rest from every day’s toil. When we are rested we are more productive.
In the midst of all the toils and trials, you also need rest for
your soul. If your soul is
exhausted and dragged
down, how will you find
the strength? Jesus says to
you: “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my [teaching]
upon you and learn from
me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29)
As you are lounging by the lake, watching your bobber from
the boat, or soaking up the sun, how are you refreshing your soul this
summer? Finding refreshment for your soul is not found in a worshipless barcalounger or reclining in some spiritless vacuum. Don’t use
summer as an excuse to avoid worship and shun restoration for your
soul.
The balm to soothe your soul is found reclining in God (Hebrews 4:1-11). “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of
God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just
as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that
rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of disobedience.” (Hebrews 4:9-11) Maybe, just maybe, summer sabbath is the
best time to rest in the LORD because you are ready to relax; to be
still.
Soaking in the LORD to absorb the peace may be easier in the
midst of a slower summer pace. When you enter into the downtime of
worship, when you are still and recline in the LORD, you will find the
restoration of your life needs. When you abide and rest in God, you are
empowered to bring forth great fruitfulness in your life (John 15:1-8).

“Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.”
(Psalm 62:1, see also Ps 91:1)
Your servant in the Gospel, Pastor Douglas
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
Sunday, June 13, @ 12 noon, we invite you to the New Comer's
Brunch. It's a great opportunity for you to meet us face-to-face and
enjoy some fellowship with other people who live in the area. You
can ask any questions you may have about St. John’s. This is an opportunity to get to know Pastor Douglas and Debra and other leaders
here. You will also find out about our Journey of Faith, and our Vision and Purpose. We will provide a meal and child care. Please
RSVP to office@stjohnslaketownship.org, so we know how many to
expect.
Rogationtide:
Rogation was an agriculture festival of asking, and in the Middle Ages
it constituted a desperate prayer to the Lord to mix the weather appropriately to ensure a good harvest. As such Rogationtide processions
took place out in the fields rather than in the church. In a time when
most if not all Christians found their fortunes bound to the working of
the soil in one way or another, the Rogation days had powerful spiritual meaning. Our dependence on God and His Divine Mercy permeated
every task and labor. The success or failure of the fields was literally a
matter of life and death. In modern America, most of us have been
separated from agrarian life. As a consequence, we take much for
granted and have lost touch with that balance of life and death. No
matter our occupation, all our lives depend on the fruits of the earth, so we all
join in praying for the blessing of seeds,
soils, and water asking for a good harvest.
Marriage Class - - GETTING MARRIED?
If you or someone you know is getting
married, shouldn’t there be as much preparation into the marriage as there is for
the wedding? Our church family wants to
accompany you in those discussions
about what it will mean to be husband

and wife. In our premarital prep group, we read the book Saving Your
Marriage Before It Starts: Seven Questions to Ask Before You Marry by Dr. Les Parrott and Dr. Leslie Parrott. The Parrott’s book is the
most widely used Christian marriage prep tool in the world. The premarital group is facilitated by Sue and Walt Dittmer who have decades
of marriage experience of godly wisdom and funny stories to share. If
you are interested in joining the group, please contact Pastor Douglas
or the church office.
New Worship Series:

Discipleship Ephesians

MADE WORTHY WALK WORTHY:
Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians
Does the gospel of Christ affect your everyday life? The Letter to the
Ephesians tells US the power of God raises lifeless souls up and gets
us walking with Christ. Are you confident and ready to move Christ’s
dynamic power in your every circumstance?
6/6

Identifying In Christ

6/13

Energizing in Christ

6/20

Raising Corpses

6/27

Destroying Hostility

7/4

Dwelling In Power

7/11

Rowing Together

7/18

Fresh New Walking

7/25

Light Walking

8/1

Being Strong In The Lord

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director

Camp is back in session! Many of us were so sad last year
when the entire church camp season had to be cancelled due to that
which shall not be named. So it was with great joy that we received the
news that the full camp schedule was back for this summer! For those
who have not yet attended camp, Bible-believing camp is the perfect
opportunity to step into your own relationship with God. For a few
days you are not distracted by home life, sibling squabbles, or pressure
from school. It’s just you and God. Camp can play a significant role in
your spiritual life. You may accept Christ at camp. You may learn to
have a quiet time at camp. You may learn to recognize God’s Spirit
speaking to your heart at camp. Camp is also a great opportunity to
learn a little independence. Mom isn’t hovering about reminding you
to brush your teeth and make your bed. But it’s not a free-for-all, either. You will learn responsibility and independence by keeping your
bunk tidy, keeping your clothes together, deciding whether or not to do
the polar bear plunge, and being ready on time for…. all the fun!
Camp is also a really fun time full of games, activities, campfire, and
creating lasting friendships. Don’t believe me? Take it from Kaylee
Owens:
“My favorite thing about camp is the friendships I have created. The feeling of being around others that love Christ just as much as
you and can grow in faith with you is absolutely incredible. I always
feel closer to God when I'm at camp because I’m surrounded by others
that love him just as much as me. I have been going to camp for eleven
years I believe. I would recommend camp because it is the best way to
grow in your faith while also having fun at the same time! You get to
swim, go to chapel, and scream sing about all the glorious wonders
God has done for you. I definitely recommend it to anyone that wants
to grow in their faith and also make new friends at the same time!”
We often think nothing of plunking down hundreds of dollars
for soccer camp, gymnastics camp, band camp, or (fill in the blank
with any other activity) camp. We will even schedule family vacations
and other commitments around them, because we recognize the benefit
of concentrated efforts in those areas. Imagine what could happen if
we put as much effort and financial investment into our children’s
spiritual development! Think about the impact it will have when, years
down the road, they look back on their camp experience and say, “I
know God is real, because I met Him at camp.” For more information
about our church camps, please visit www.LOMIK.org.

Children who feel good about themselves tend to be responsible, tolerate frustration, accept challenges, and work happily alone. By
contrast, those with low self-esteem are more likely to feel insecure,
blame others for personal weaknesses, make self-demeaning comments, be easily influenced, and avoid anxiety-producing situations.
Self-esteem based on other people’s view of us or their praise may
waver from day to day. Yet God’s view of us remains constant. For
children to have a Christian self-concept, they must see themselves as
God does, as his beloved children.
You can help your kids root their worth not in looks or performance but in their relationship with Jesus. Let children know that
God loves and values them. Remind them that Jesus died for their sins
so they can go to heaven with him. You can celebrate each child’s
God-given strengths. Instead of praising your kids all the time, thank
God for giving them talents to serve him. You can help teach children
to accept failure. When problems arise, don’t jump in to save the day.
Pray for guidance together, and remind kids that God is always in control.
It’s clear from the Bible that Jesus values children. That is our
theme for VBS this summer, "You are a priceless Treasure to God."
Unfortunately, children don’t always feel valuable. As they become
exposed to advertising, media, and now social media, kids start comparing their looks and abilities, often coming up short. Self-esteem especially takes a hit during early adolescence. You can help meet
preteens’ unique needs by banning the use of putdowns, being quick to
express and ask for forgiveness, seeking kids’ opinions, encouraging
friendships with Christian peers, promoting teamwork not competition,
and helping kids give and receive compliments comfortably.

Confirmation Camp
Some of our Confirmation students will spend the week of
June 6th through the 11th at Lake Luther. Please keep them in your
prayers while they are at camp growing closer to God and each other.

MYFROG Group Summer Schedule
This summer, MYFROG will meet every 1st, 3rd, and if there's
a 5th Wednesday in June, July, and August. We will meet at church
from 6:30pm-8pm, unless otherwise stated.

MYFROG Service Projects
MYFROG will head to Arcola Baseball diamonds again on
Wednesday, June 2nd to help run the concession stand. We will meet
at church at 5:45pm and return by 8:30pm.
TCC and MYFROG will also help with the Kids Day at Turtle Days in
Churubusco on Saturday, June 19th. Stay tuned for more details.

TCC & MYFROG @ Chain O’ Lakes
TCC and MYFROG will head to Chain O’ Lakes on Tuesday,
June 15th. We will meet at church at 9am and return by 3pm. We will
swim, go on a short hike, and take a canoe trip around the lakes.
Please pack a snack lunch and bring $5. RSVP to Katie or Melanie by
June 10th.

TCC & MY FROG @ Turtle Days
On Saturday, June 19, TCC & MY FROG will have two opportunities to participate in the Turtle Days Festival! Join Melanie at 9:30
a.m. to decorate and ride in the St. John’s parade float, or join Katie at
noon to run games at the Kid’s Day event. Or do both! More information to come!

Graduation Recognition Sunday
We will recognize all of our 2021 graduates Sunday, June 6 at
all three services. Each graduate’s information is printed in this newsletter. Join us as we celebrate their achievements!

Don’t Forget to Register for Camp!
The summer camping season is here! Sign up your children
for one of our church camp weeks. REGISTER EARLY!! LET’S
HAVE A GREAT ST. JOHN’S TURNOUT AT LAKE LUTHER!!
Please turn in your camp registration to the church office. It is our intention to have no child denied a summer Christian camping experience due to financial difficulties. If assistance is needed, please see
Julie Mattes. Brochures are available in the west entrance. We will
have a blessing of campers on Sunday, June 6 at all three services.

Young Adult Bible Study
The Young Adult Bible study will be taking a summer break.
See you in September!

June Youth Events
Wednesday, June 2, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 2, MY FROG Service Project @ Arcola
 5:45 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 2, Group – TCC
 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 6 - Friday, June 11, Confirmation Camp
Sunday, June 6, Youth Leadership
 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15, TCC & MY FROG @ Chain O’ Lakes
 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Bring $5 and a sack lunch.
Wednesday, June 16, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 16, Group – MY FROG & TCC
 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Friday, June 18, Family Fun Night
 6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m.
 Bring a dish to share!
Saturday, June 19, Turtle Days!
 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 20-Thursday, June 24, VBS
 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Monday, June 21, Link Dinner
 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. @ C.J.’s in Columbia City
Wednesday, June 30, Melanie’s Office Hours
 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 30, Destination Group at Lake Kuehnert!
TCC & MY FROG
 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
 Bring your swimsuit and towel!

Summer Worship Schedule
Our summer worship schedule began on Sunday, May 30.
Traditional services are in the sanctuary at 7:45 & 10:15 a.m., and our
NewSong contemporary service is in the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m.
We will have several outdoor worship services this summer, with our
first one on Father’s Day, June 20, at 9:00 a.m.

Women of the NALC

Tables and Chairs

Bible Study — Thursday, June 3 — 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, June 8 — 9:00 a.m.

It’s that time of year when there are lots of parties, graduation,
etc. In the past we have allowed our old tables and chairs to be
loaned out for these events and this year will be no different. However, we ask that if you want to borrow these items, please call the
church office before your event to sign up for the tables and chairs.
Please do not just take them; they may already be spoken for. Thanks
for your help!

Bible Study — Thursday, July 1 — 9:30 a.m.
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, July 6 — 9:00 a.m.

Thank You’s
Dear St. John’s,
We wanted to thank you all for the wonderful treats for our
staff! We enjoyed them so much. We also appreciate your prayers for
our school, staff and students.
With grateful hearts, Arcola Elementary Staff
Dear Endowment Committee,
Thank you for your gift of
funds to support our youth
at camp this summer!
Camp is something many
of our youth look forward
to. Thanks to you, no one
will be denied the camp
experience due to financial reasons. We are
grateful!
St. John’s Youth

Congratulations
Congratulations to Justin and Lindsey Crow on the birth of
their baby girl Scarlett Raee Crow! She was born on Wednesday, May
12th. She weighed 7 lb. 3 oz., and was 20 in. long. Her proud grandparents are Jeff and Janet Crow.

Condolences
St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to
Wayne and the family of Kathleen Byerley. She was a cherished
member of our church family and will be dearly missed.

St. John’s Golf League
The St. John’s Golf League began on Monday, May 3 and will
run through August. The Golf League meets Mondays at Eel River
Course at 5:00 p.m. We welcome both men and women to join the
golf league, players of all levels, and we look forward to a time of fellowship and fun. If you would like to sign-up, or have any questions,
please call Terry Heck at 433-5331.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will meet Saturday, June 26, at
8:00 a.m. All men are welcome to join them for food, fellowship, and
prayer every fourth Saturday of the month. For more information,
please contact Dan Houser.

Women of Joy Conference
The Women of Joy Fall Tour is coming to the Indiana Convention
Center in Indianapolis on August 13–14, 2021. The key speakers are
Charles Billingsley, Lisa Harper, Lisa Bevere, Katherine Wolf, and Allie Worthington. The main musical performer is Big Daddy Weave. It
has been a long time since we women have gone to a conference!
Whether you are on a lifelong adventure of drawing closer to Christ or
are just figuring things out, Women of Joy can be part of that journey!
Who is interested in spending the weekend with THOUSANDS OF
WOMEN as we WORSHIP and find out HOW TO EMBRACE JOY
even in the midst of life’s turmoil and trials? The conference rate for
groups of ten or more is $99. If we have interested people, we will decide about transportation and lodging based on our numbers. Please
look for the sign-up sheet and brochure in the narthex, and sign-up if
you are interested. Signing up at this stage does not commit you to attending. The JOY of the LORD is our strength!

St. John’s Blood Drive
St. John’s will be hosting a Red
Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday,
June 30 from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
in the fellowship hall. To schedule
an appointment, please sign-up on
the sheet in the narthex, visit
www.redcrossblood.org and enter
sponsor code ‘stjohnlktwp’, or contact the church office. Save a life!
Give blood!

Please Pray!
We are moving in 11 days, and request your prayer for:
 Our house in Colorado to sell quickly. It's been on the market
for about 3 1/2 weeks. Pray for an offer!
 Just getting the move done. Period. ;)
 We'll be on the road June 4-7 driving to the Florida panhandle
(a.k.a. lower Alabama).
 Financial provision for the move (ahem we need our house to
sell!!!).
In Matthew 8:8, the Roman Centurion says to Jesus, "But just say the
word, and my servant will be healed."
We have been praying those four words to Jesus repeatedly...just say
the word. Our faith is in the power of Jesus to do whatever he wants
in the moment he wants to, so we have faith that all he needs to do is
just say the word, and our house will sell. Will you pray that with us?
In Christ, Jon & Meaghan
P.S. In our next correspondence, I (Jon) will share vision for the Regional Director role in the Southeast. I CANNOT WAIT to start in this
new role!

Legacy Planning Seminar
All are invited to a special Legacy Planned Giving event on
Saturday, June 19th at 5:30 pm at the LMVFM Chapel. Meet a local
legal professional who is well versed in estate planning to help building your benevolence and a lasting legacy through the ministry of
LMVFM so that our veterans and their families will continue to be
blessed by the services we offer and provide to them. We encourage
you to attend this free event. You can save your spot today through
Eventbrite.

St. John’s at Turtle Days
Please join us for two fun opportunities during the Churubusco
Turtle days on Saturday, June 19! St. John’s will have a float in the
parade and all are welcome to ride or walk with us. We will meet at
9:30 a.m. at the BRC parking lot, 589 S. Main Street, to decorate and
line up. This is behind IGA, and please be aware that the highway
may close at 10:30. The parade starts at 11:00 a.m. St. John’s will also be assisting with the Kid’s Day portion, which will be at the park.
Times and information to be posted soon. Please join us for this
community day!

Father’s Day Brunch
Please join us on Sunday, June 20 for our first outdoor service
of the summer at 9:00 a.m. Following service, the Outreach committee would like to invite everyone to a pancake/waffle brunch! Help us
to celebrate the gift of fathers on this special day!

Library Summer Reading Program
Sign-up today for the Library’s Summer Reading program, all
ages are eligible to participate. If your child is too young to read on
their own, parents may read to them. Children who are read to at a
young age grow up to be better readers and enjoy reading throughout
their lives; School age children retain 75 to 80 percent more of what
they have learned (math and science included) during the school year
if they read in the summer. Sign-up sheets are available in the Library. The summer reading program runs through September 1.

Brass Band Ensemble
Calling all musicians who like to toot their own horn! St. John’s
would like to develop a brass band ensemble to play at special services and events, such as Hanging of the Greens. Parker Niman
played his trombone during “Mary Did You Know” at last year’s program, and it was wonderful! If you are interested, please contact Pastor Douglas.

Newsletter Deadline: June 15

2021 College and High School Graduates
Brianna Bassett – Brianna graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Saint Mary of the Woods in December of
2020. She received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Early Childhood Education with a Mild Intervention
Licensure. Brianna was on the highest Dean’s list all
three years, and was a member of Kappa Gamma Pi,
the National Catholic Collegiate Honor Society.

Rebekah Groeling – Rebekah graduated Summa
cum Laude from Taylor University on Saturday, May
15, 2021. She received a Bachelor of Science degree
in Elementary Education, with a Special Education
Mild Intervention Licensure. While at Taylor, Rebekah travelled to Nepal for a month with Lighthouse
Missions, participated in the Education Mentor Program, and led Bible Study for her dorm floor from
home during Covid. Rebekah will be working as a
teacher to some degree at a location to be determined.

Kaden Alan DeWald – Kaden will graduate on Sunday, June 6, 2021, from Carroll High School, with an
Academic Honors diploma. While in high school,
Kaden was a member of FFA, and played football for
three years. As a high school student at St. John’s,
Kaden participated in TCC. After graduation, Kaden
will pursue a Business degree at Purdue University
Ft. Wayne, while working at DeWald Excavating, Inc.

Lauren Dicke – Lauren will graduate on Sunday,
June 6, 2021, from Carroll High School, with an Academic Honors diploma. While in high school, Lauren
was a member of FFA, participated in the Freshman
Mentoring Program, and performed in the choir for
one year, and Show Choir for three years. She has

been very active in 4H for many years. As a high
school student at St. John’s, Lauren has been active
in Sunday school, TCC, was a member of the youth
leadership council, and helped with Kid’s Club and
VBS. After graduation, Lauren will study Nutrition
and Dietetics at the University of St. Francis.

Evan Shane Hess – Evan will graduate on Sunday,
June 6, 2021, from Carroll High School. Evan is a
member of the National Honor Society and will graduate with an Honors with Distinction diploma. While
in high school, he participated in FFA for one year,
and soccer for four years. Evan also played soccer
with the Ft. Wayne Phoenix Futsal Club for six years,
and the Ft. Wayne Sport Club for ten years. As a high
school student at St. John’s, he participated in TCC.
After graduation, Evan will pursue a biology/predental major at Indiana University.

Logan Kurtz – Logan will graduate on Sunday, June
6, 2021, from Carroll High School. Logan was on the
Honor Roll all four years and will graduate with an
Honors with Distinction diploma. While in high
school, Logan was a member of FFA and won first
place in Prepared Public Speaking at the FFA district
contest as a freshman. He also participated in the
Fishing Club, basketball, and track. Logan has been
a 4-H member for ten years, participating in swine.
As a high school student at St. John’s, Logan participated in TCC. Logan is a Manchester University
Dean’s Scholarship recipient and after graduation
will attend Manchester University majoring in Physical Education.

Jessica Mattes – Jessica Mattes will graduate on
Friday, June 11, 2021, from Columbia City High
School. Jessica is a member of the National Honor

Society and will graduate with an Academic Honors
diploma. While in high school, Jessica was the Student Board President for the CCHS Show Choir her
senior year, and was on student council for one year.
She participated in show choir (City Lights one year,
City Heat three years, and City Crew three years) and
numerous theatre productions including Footloose,
Bye, Bye, Birdie, and Clue. Jessica also volunteered
with LOMIK as a reading camp and drama camp assistant. As a high school student at St. John’s, Jessica attended Sunday school, was very active in TCC,
was a member of the youth leadership council, and
helped with Kid’s Club and VBS. After graduation,
Jessica will pursue an English major at Taylor University.

Michael Nodine – Michael will graduate on Friday,
June 11, 2021, from Columbia City High School.
Michael is a member of the National Honor Society
and will graduate with an Academic Honors diploma.
While in high school, Michael participated in football
and baseball all four years, basketball two years, and
intramural basketball. He received an athletic senior
blanket. As a high school student at St. John’s, Michael was involved in TCC, and helped with Kid’s
Club, VBS, and Sunday School. After graduation, he
will be employed full time with T & E Incorporated.

Kamrin Ann Parker – Kamrin will graduate on Friday, June 11, 2021, from Columbia City High School.
Kamrin is a member of the National Honor Society
and will graduate with an Academic Honors diploma.
While in high school, Kamrin participated in basketball, softball, and volleyball, and was a member of
FCCLA. After graduation, Kamrin will study Radiology at the University of St. Francis.

Samantha VanEvery – Samantha VanEvery will
graduate on Sunday, June 6, 2021, from Churubusco High School. Samantha is a member of the
National Honor Society and will graduate with an Academic Honors with Distinction diploma. She is an
Indiana Academic All-Star, and a Lilly scholarship finalist. She received awards as Top Spanish Student
and Academic Excellence in Written Communications
and Biological Studies. While in High school, Samantha was vice president of the National Honor Society,
secretary of the Hands Foundation, a teacher for
Junior Achievement, Spanish Club president, and a
SADD officer. She participated in New Era Show
Choir and was section leader. As a high school student at St. John’s, Samantha participated in TCC,
was a member of the youth leadership council, assisted with VBS and Kid’s Club, was a member of the
Outreach committee, and a Reading Club Cadet at
Lutheran Hills. After graduation, Samantha will
study Biochemistry and Spanish at Trine University,
where she has been accepted to the Direct Admit
program for MPAS – Master of Physician Assistant
Studies.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township
Council Meeting May 11, 2021
Present: Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Diane Swihart, Sally Stites, Rob
Niman, Chad Getts, Vicki Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Jeff Groeling, Cheri
Meyers, Kathi Engle, Shelly Roberson, and Tim Studebaker
The council meeting began with a Bible Study.
Minutes from the March 9, 2021, approved with a motion by Chad,
Rob seconded. Motion carried.
Financial Reports – Kathi Engle
 General Fund- $118,902.40
 Capital Improvement Fund- $27,329.64
 Memorial Fund- $118,333.17
 Benevolence Fund- $7,500.00
 Security Donation Fund- $1,246.81
 Thrivent Choice Dollars $4,984.58
Motion by Rob to accept, second by Diane. Motion carried.
Staff Reports
Pastor’s report – Pastor Douglas Schoelles
Pastoral Visits included Kuehnert’s, Barb & Ken Fritz, Ric Barnes,
Getz’s, Hibben’s- Fick. Leadership Visits included Cheri Meyer, Rob
Niman, Ben MacDonald, B. Cicora’s, and Sue Dittmer Collegial/Community Visits included Rev Pam Thorson, Carole Terkel (Lutheran Foundation), Rev Chris Carter, Sue Faust (Lutheran Foundation)
Ministry Efforts include Christian Hospitality Class, recruiting Mark
Handy for organist position, Daily Plunge, Prayer Vigil, Prayer Cards,
and The Shepherd’s Phone Call Ministry
Working on: Staff team meetings, Staff Bible/Leadership Development, mentoring three Pastors,
Grief classes to begin this Summer – looking into material.
Marriage preparation classes starting – Walt and Sue Dittmer agreed to
assist.
Summer sermon series; Prayer
Green prayer card being edited to reflect church attendance.
Youth and Young Adult - Melanie Crapser
There were many activities for the youth and young adult in addition
to TCC Group and Bible Study including Easter Sunrise breakfast,
IWU Fusion, Camp Work Day, and Prayer Blitz.

Upcoming events for May: 5/2 Youth Leadership 11:30 am – 1:00
pm, 5/3, 5/10, 5/17 6:30-7:30 pm Young Adult Bible Study, 5/5 and
5/19 Group 6:30-8:00 pm, 5/8 TCC Muffin Day 10 am – 2 pm, 5/9
TCC Muffins for Moms 8:30- 10 am, 5/12 TCC @ Zoo 5-8pm Cost
$10, 5/15 10 am Link @ Clue Fort Wayne, 5/18 6:30-8 pm Kev’s Kite
Club.
Children’s Ministry – Katie Pranger
Sixteen students memorized their memory work for the year!
Kids Club, 29 students , 8 youth helpers.
One Sunday School Sunday left. Closing program Sunday, May 16th.
G2G class on April 20th. Four families attended the sewing class by
Marsha Hibben.
Jr/Sr Bingo Kid’s club Sat., May 15th 11:00 am – 1:30 pm. Would appreciate parent’s help with cleaning up.
VBS – June 20th-June 24th 6:00 – 8:30 pm. Adult and Youth volunteers needed!
My Frog
Service Projects included sign placement and gravel work at Arcola
Baseball fields, workday at Lutherwald, and working at concession
stand at Arcola baseball fields.
Prayer Blitz – We covered the community of Arcola and delivered
snacks to school, fire station and nursing home.
Confirmation Lock In – Friday, April 30th, 6:00 pm – Saturday, May
1st, 12:00 pm. 10 students attended.
May Events: Group on Wednesday evenings 6:30 – 8:00 pm,
Nover2Young Event at Indiana Wesleyan University Saturday, May
8th, 9:30 – 6:30.
Confirmation Sunday May 23rd at the 9:00 am service
Rob made a motion to accept the staff reports, Linda seconded, motion
carried.
Committee Reports
Education – Tim Studebaker Nothing new to Report
Worship – Linda Eagle Summer worship schedule: Traditional 7:45
am and 10:15 am. Contemporary 9:00 am. Outdoor Services - June
20th, July 4th, and September 5th.
Interviews for Worship leader and Tech Support continuing
Plans for Rogation Service and Graduate Recognition in June.
Housekeeping duties: Plan a day for organization and cleaning of the
Banner/Costume supply room.
Next meeting May 18th at 6:30 pm

Long Range Planning – Jeff Groeling. Nothing new to report
Elders – Rob Niman
Elders have been revising and updating job descriptions. Major change
was to include a revision date, and ‘Accepted By:’, but also included
Organization structure for each position. Council reviewed job descriptions for Church Organist/Pianist, Technical Director, and Contemporary Worship Director. The Contemporary Worship Director
job description included requiring that person to serve on the worship
committee. After some discussion, and with input from the worship
committee council member, it was decided to remove that requirement. The worship committee would, however, appreciate that someone serve on that committee that attends the contemporary services.
Pastor said he would try to find someone to fill that position. Jeff
made a motion to remove serving on the worship committee requirement from the Contemporary Worship Director job description. Pastor
seconded. Motion carried. The Organist Job Description was accepted as presented. There was much discussion on the Technical
Director Job Description. As the congregation is relying on funding
from the Lutheran Foundation, Vicki felt that it was necessary to secure this funding prior to the search for a qualified candidate. She also
felt that although there is a great initial need for this position, is it
something that we will need in the future? … at least in its’ entirety?
Jeff feels that this is a future need but that the current job description
includes too many skill sets for it to be one person. Pastor suggests
possibly outsourcing parts of the responsibilities. He will do some research on that through the NALC and other sources. The amount of
pay was a concern. An annual amount of $7,500 per year may not be
attractive enough to acquire a qualified candidate. That position will
require further study and review. Vicki made a motion to eliminate the
Music Director position. Rob seconded. Motion carried. Vicki made a
motion to increase the organist salary pay to $100 per service and $50
for the second service due to the elimination of the music director and
required practice with the choir. Jeff seconded. Motion carried. Rob
made a motion to set the salary for the Contemporary Music Director
to $7,800 per year which includes two weeks paid vacation. Tim seconded. Motion carried.
Finance – Vicki Gilbert
The Kuehnert family has requested that Al’s memorial fund be designated to the van campaign.
Outreach – Diane Swihart

The first hospitality class was held, and a second is planned for June.
Permanent name tags have been purchased. Graduate gifts are being
purchased. Planning a pancake/waffle bar for Father’s Day, June 20th,
from 10 – 11 am. Organizing a float to represent St John’s in the Turtle Day parade on June 19th. Discussed creating “Welcome Wagon”
bags that we could distribute to new people moving into our area.
These would include items from local businesses along with a brochure about St John’s.
Property – Chad Getts
Working on playground area. The committee is being approached by
another insurance company who claims they can provide lower premiums than Brotherhood Mutual – will discuss at next meeting.
Stewardship – Shelly Roberson
Shelly is doing her best with the loss of Al, and Janell sick. Rob offered the assistance of the Elders to find her some help.
Linda made a motion to accept the committee reports. Vicki seconded.
Motion carried.
Digital Ministry Task Force – Jeff – nothing new to discuss.
Old Business
New Member Transfer reception for Paul and Carol Gerding and Mike
and Angela Overdeer.
New Business
Shelly made a motion to use Thrivent Choice Dollars to purchase
flowers for Bev’s retirement party next week. Linda seconded. Motion
carried. Jeff made a motion to use Thrivent Choice Dollars to purchase materials for Grief Share classes. Rob seconded. Motion carried.
New Space requests:
Fellowship hall and kitchen by Missy Taylor on Saturday, December
18, 2021, from 10 am – 5 pm for a 50th Anniversary party.
Fellowship hall and kitchen by Marilyn Long on Saturday, May 22,
2021, from 5:00 – 8:00 pm for a graduation party.
Linda made a motion to accept the new space requests. Jeff seconded.
Motion carried. Motion to adjourn by Tim. Chad seconded. Motion
carried. Pastor ended with prayer and Lord’s prayer.
Next council meeting: June 8, 2021 7:00 pm
Respectively submitted,
Sally Stites

Lectors

General Fund Financial Info

7:45 — Nathan & Sarah Kuehnert & Family
9:00 – Norm & Becky Fick
10:15 — Linda Eagle

$ Received for the General Fund thru May 24, 2021
Total Received for the Year - $ 119,921.00
5 months of 2021 Budget - $ 137,200.00
Amount Under Budget - $ 17,279.00

Deacons
7:45 – Nathan & Sarah Kuehnert & Family

Altar Care
Linda Eagle

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of
Jesus thru St. John’s. Contribute by:

NewSong Hosts

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp”
7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org
On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” click
on it. Follow directions.
3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP

Please remember these members:
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards!
Violet Blessing
235 Clingerman Ave Apt 5
Churubusco, IN 46723
Lois Grim
11430 Coldwater Road
Suite 113
Bright Star Senior Living
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845
Marcella Kronmiller
St. Anne Communities
1900 Randallia Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46845

Norm & Becky Fick

Acolytes
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

7:45 a.m.
Allie Kuehnert
Nathan Dicke
Elliot VanEvery
Cole Buesching

10:15 a.m.
Braylon Niman
Alyssa Jonas
Danika Eagle
Paige Studebaker

Youth NewSong Hosts
There will be no youth NewSong hosts for the month of June

Flowers
June 6 – In memory of Carl Fick from his family.
June 13 – In memory of Helen Blessing from her family.
In honor of Stephanie and Emma Jo Vancelette’s birthdays
from Grandpa and Grandma Crow.
June 20 – In memory of Richard Felger from his family.
June 27 – In memory of son Derek from Michael & Rhonda Dennon.

REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT.......
In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or labeled boxes in the basement across from the elevator:

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church.



A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes.

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSSROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH.



Cross Borders –

Worship Times:

Clothing: all kinds and sizes
Household: bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains

Telephone Numbers:

Church Office Hours:

Furniture: beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture

(260) 489-5031 - Church

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials
Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers,
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc.

9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs.
9:30 – 1:30 / Fri.

E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up.



Sunday School:

7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.

*Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric,
thread, used bed linens.



Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses
and hearing aids.



Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard
drawer).

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand.

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List
Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pasta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes:
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hygiene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please
respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their families. Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions
to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be
given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their
worship and reflection. Thank you!

Church Staff:

9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May)

Prayer Chain:

Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor
Rose Biggs
Bev Easterhaus, Organist
Virginia Fick
NewSong Director, Ben MacDonald
Julie Mattes, Office Manager
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director
Julie Mattes, Librarian
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator

— 615-7016
— 625-4384

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake
Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to
spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will do this mission by
word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the community and throughout the world.
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