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Holy Week and Easter Services 
 Maundy Thursday service is April 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall, with Holy Communion and the Washing of the Feet. 
Good Friday is April 2nd with our Tenebrae service at 7:00 p.m. On 
Easter Sunday, April 4th, Sunrise service, led by the High School 
youth, is at 6:30 a.m., Traditional service at 7:45 and 9:00 a.m., and 
NewSong Contemporary service at 10:15 a.m. Please join us on this 
very special day! 
 

Easter Breakfast 
 Join us for our annual Easter breakfast beginning about 7:00 
a.m. after the Easter Sunrise Service on April 4. The TCC High 
School youth will be serving a wonderful variety of breakfast items. A 
free-will offering will be taken. The funds raised will help support the 
TCC activities throughout the year. 
 

Children’s Easter Activities 
Easter morning children of ALL ages are welcome and en-

couraged to bring the whole family to the church basement and enjoy 
a scavenger hunt, Easter craft and help flower a wreath for the 10:15 
service! Please invite your friends and family to this fun filled time 
from 9:00-10:00. 

 

Easter Photo Booth 
 On Easter Sunday please take advantage of our Easter photo 
booth just inside nursery. Your family or individual photo will be taken 
and we ask that you please update a contact card at this time, since 
many of us have disconnected our landlines. We look forward to see-
ing your smiling faces! 

 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

“Abide in Me”      1 John 4: 13 – 21  

 What does it mean to 

Abide in God? This scripture 

can be very confusing, it seems 

to go ‘round in circles and can 

leave your head spinning.  To 

abide in God is to come closer 

to Him, to take on His character. 

 There are a couple of 

humorous sayings that speak to 

this.  “You can always recog-

nize a genius….  he’s the one with the same views as your own” and – 

“The apple never falls far from the tree” 

 In both of these sayings we see the thoughts or actions of one 

person bringing them closer to another. In the same way we can get 

closer to God. If we let God shape our thoughts and actions we be-

come more and more like Him, and as children of the heavenly Father, 

we won’t fall far from the tree. The apostle John says, “If anyone 

acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they 

in God.” (1 Jn 4:15) 

     So how do we grow closer to God? “Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in them.” (1 Jn 4:16)   One word jumps out 

again and again; “LOVE”.  It sounds so simple and yet often times 

there’s nothing more difficult. In every situation to look like Jesus 

means to choose love. Love is the key for bringing people closer to-

gether.  

“We love because God first loved us.” (1 Jn 4:19) God loves us un-

conditionally, despite all the awful things we have done. He continues 

to Love us. Yet, his love also confronts us for our selfish and rebel-

lious way. Love is not being a push over or weak willed. Love re-

quired the strength of God to hold Jesus onto the cross. Love is strong.  

 If you say you love God, how will you love God? Will you 

love God’s values and actions?  Will you love being with God in pray-

er, scripture and worship?  Love is not an empty sentiment, but a 

commitment that takes action.  



 “God has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must 

also love their brother and sister.” (1 Jn 4:21).   If we seek to love oth-

ers the way God loves us, we will become closer to others. As we be-

come closer to others we become closer to God. Then one more mi-

raculous thing happens, the closer we get to God, the more we abide in 

Him and He abides in us. 

 It does kind of go around in circles, so perhaps we can think of 

it this way; Love leads to love leads to love leads to love. Let’s keep 

the Love cycle spinning. 

May you live a life worthy of the Lord, and may you please him in eve-

ry way; bearing fruit in every good work, growing in knowing God, 

being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 

that you may have great endurance and patience and joyfully give 

thanks to the Father. (Col 1:10-12) 
- Your servant in Christ, Pastor Douglas 

 

WHO Are You Bringing Easter Sunday? 
Phillip invited Nathaniel to come and meet Jesus (John 1:43-

51). Every Christian is encouraged to bring someone this Sunday to 

celebrate Christ's Resurrection triumph. Don't be nervous about your 

Christ-given mission (Mt 28:19-20). You simply invite someone you 

care about to meet The Savior. Just rely on God. Pray for them. Simply 

pray the Spirit will whisper to them, so when you invite them, they 

will have an openness.  

FEARED WORSHIP? 
The Chinese government has instructed churches to post signs 

warning that children are not allowed in worship. This puts churches 

on par with fight clubs and internet cafes (for pornography and outside 

influences). While the Communist regime recognizes the power and 

influence that worship has on children, sadly many American Chris-

tians do not. We allow ourselves to be distracted with earthly priorities 

and dismiss all the spiritual blessings that are bestowed on us. Many 

also do not take their children regularly into the presence of God so 

they may experience the very power and life transformation that the 

communist regime fears.  

 If you are bringing your child regularly to worship, I hope you 

feel blessed and know you are establishing a pattern that will 

bear fruit.  

 If your family struggles with attending regularly, I want you to 

feel encouraged. What can we do as your church family to help 

you live out your baptismal promises? 

Communion Distribution 
As restaurants have resumed serving food to tables of people, 

many of our people are eager to return to the Table of Our Lord.  The 

Worship Committee determined that we can resume distributing com-

munion from the Lord’s Table. 

Beginning on Palm Sunday we will again invite people forward to re-

ceive Holy Communion. The pastor and the communion assistants will 

wash their hands and be masked. The ushers will direct people when to 

come forward. The congregation will receive communion by proces-

sion. The distribution of wafers will be the same as in the past.  All 

services will use plastic disposable cups in trays for wine distribution. 

There will not be a common cup. 

The communion kits will continue to be offered for those who 

feel uncomfortable with coming forward. These communion kits will 

be at the back of the church upon your entry as they always have been. 

As we come into the presence of Christ our Good Shepherd and Great 

Physician, we trust the power of his unending life that he offers us in 

the bread and wine will give his life to our mortal bodies. We are eager 

to once again engage in this ancient fellowship around Christ’s table. 

The leadership of St. John’s has sought to trust everyone to 

make their own decisions with what they feel comfortable engaging. 

We have sought to give options so the spiritual needs of our congrega-

tion can be met. 

Prayer Vigil 
Never underestimate the power of prayer. The Apostle James 

assures us that, “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective” 

(James 5:16 NRSV). It is the privilege of every believer to be able to 

approach the throne of God freely and without fear. We want to en-

courage you to use that freedom. We are praying for the LORD to 

move in the lives of our people and the gospel mission of St. John’s. 

We are asking all our people to join together in a 24 hour pray-

er vigil on Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 from 6pm to 6 pm.  

You are asked to sign up for a 30 minute time slot. Prayer guides and 

scripture readings for the day will be given in advance. This vigil will 

not be located at the church or in one central place. Instead, your time 



in prayer will be wherever you are, in the peace and quiet of your sur-

roundings.  

Check Out Pastor’s Daily Devotional 
Jump in with Pastor Douglas for a quick swim in the day's 

Scripture reading.  You can find these on our Facebook page.  Be 

washed through God’s Word (Eph5:26). Pastor encourages you to read 

the scripture passage and listen for the what the LORD is saying to 

you in His Word. During the month of April, Pastor will be visiting the 

Gospel and Letters of John. 

Phone Care Ministry 
Our congregation is implementing a sort of buddy system. We 

are launching a phone call ministry to provide social support and spir-

itual connection to all our people. We seek adults who enjoy talking 

with other adults and are comfortable talking on the phone, a remote 

connection to each other and an opportunity to grow wonderful rela-

tionships in the process!  If you are interested in volunteering to be one 

of our callers, please contact the church office. We will be glad to send 

you a brief description of what you will do. In order to help us launch 

this ministry, we ask that everyone please update your contact infor-

mation with the church office. 

 
New Easter Series: 

Life Beyond   
We often think some threat will be the 

end of us. But if Jesus can conquer 

the cross and the grave, what can he 

do in your life? The resurrection pow-

er of Christ can take you beyond any 

threat, danger or menace. Get ready 

for the life beyond. 

April 4    Beyond Death           
April 11  Beyond Depres-
sion          
April 18  Beyond Anxiety     
April 25  Beyond Fear               
  

 

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

At the end of February, our youth groups participated in the 30 

hour famine sponsored by world vision. They had their last meal on a 

Friday morning before 7:00 a.m., and could not eat again until 1:00 

p.m. the next day. Katie and I were at the church for nineteen hours 

with twenty-one hungry youth. This could turn out to be a meaningful 

event that would draw us all together…… or Lord of the Flies. Thank-

fully, it’s always a meaningful event. What is the 30 Hour Famine? It 

is students around the world loving God and fighting hunger. The goal 

of the 30 hour famine is that our youth will grow closer to Christ and 

each other as they fast together for 30 hours and raise funds to fight 

hunger. What’s more, when we do the Famine we are challenging our 

youth to be part of something bigger than themselves. To take action 

for God’s kingdom. To help save the lives of hungry kids. To perma-

nently change the way our youth see the world. Through the Famine, 

they learn about real-world issues of poverty and injustice through the 

lens of the Bible, and they get the chance to make a real difference for 

hungry children. Plus, their own lives are transformed as they experi-

ence hunger firsthand — going without food so others don’t have to.   

The 30 hour Famine has long been a tradition at St. John’s. 

One of our seniors, Jessica Mattes, has participated every single year 

that we have had the famine event. We have more youth attend the 

Famine than our lock-ins, where they actually get to eat! Why do our 

youth enjoy the famine so much? One reason, as Jessica puts it, is to 

rediscover “what the reality is for millions of people around the 

world.” It is shocking to hear the statistics: One in nine people don’t 

get enough to eat. Many poor farmers can’t grow enough food to feed 

their own families, much less sell to get income for essentials like edu-

cation and healthcare. Worldwide, 785 million people lack access to 

clean water. On average, people in the developing world walk 3.7 

miles every day to get water. About 6,400 children under five die each 

day from hunger related causes. These are just a few of the topics we 

touch on during the famine. Then we open God’s word together to 

learn more about His heart of love and mercy to the world and espe-

cially to those in need.  

Our youth have a heart for being the hands and feet of Christ – 

enough to give up food for 30 hours! Through the Famine they can 

reach out in Christian love to those in need around the world. Thank 

you for all of your support in this mission! 
 



Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

I’m sure everyone here has had an experience with a so-called 

friend who has let you down. We’ve all had friends who liked us for 

something they could get from us. They were friends while times were 

good, but when times got hard, they were nowhere to be found. They 

left us to face our problems alone. If we’re honest, we’ve all probably 

been bad friends like that too.  

We need to let our true friends know we appreciate them and 

that we love them. We should be sure to tell them how much we value 

their friendship. One of the best ways to do that is to be a faithful 

friend yourself! Don’t let petty arguments, pride, or personal gain ever 

come between you and a friend. More importantly, don’t forget to 

thank God for the faithful friends you have. Faithful friends remind us 

of the friend we have in Jesus, and when God puts someone like that in 

our life, we need to show our gratitude.  

True friends will never turn on you. They will stay faithful, no 

matter what it costs. During Kids Club this month, the children will 

learn about David and Jonathan and their great example of friendship. 

They would not let anything come between them. 
 

Memory Verse 
Just a friendly reminder, all youth have a memory verse as-

signment that they are encouraged to memorize throughout the 
school year. Youth will recite their memory verse, one on one with 
their Sunday School teacher on Sunday, April 25th at 9a. If your youth 
needs another copy of their memory verse, please contact Katie. 
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 

 

First Communion 
First Communion will be held on Sunday, April 18, 2021. There 

is a First Communion Class on Sunday, April 11th from noon to 3:00 
p.m.  This is for children that are in the 5th grade. If you have not re-
ceived information about First Communion, please contact Katie. 
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org. 
 

JR/SR Friends Bingo 
Save the Date: JR/SR Bingo is moved to Saturday, May 15, 

2021. More information in May's Newsletter.  

Kids Club 
April's Kids Club will NOT be split up by age this month, but by gen-
der. Boys Only will be on Friday, April 16th 6p to 8p. Girls Only will 
be on Saturday, April 17th, 11p to 1p. Dinner/lunch will be provided. 
Please RSVP to Katie by Friday, April 9th. SundaySchool@StJohns 
LakeTownship.org. 
 

Confirmation Lock In 
On Friday, April 30th, Confirmation students are invited to a 

Confirmation Lock In. The lock in will start at 6p and end at Noon on 
Saturday, May 1st. We will eat dinner and breakfast together, play a 
lot of high energy games, and have 3 Confirmation gatherings. Please 
contact Katie if your youth cannot attend. SundaySchool@StJohns 
LakeTownship.org. 

 

Save the Date for Confirmation 
Sunday 

This year's Confirmands will be confirmed during the 9 a.m. 
service on Sunday, May 23rd.  

 

Prayer Blitz 
On Wednesday, April 21, TCC & MY FROG will again do a 

Prayer Blitz, covering our community in prayer. All members of the 
congregation are invited! We will be in the community of Arcola 
praying for our students, teachers, emergency responders, elderly, 
farmers, and more. We ask that everyone who is able to please bring 
cookies or individual sized snacks that we can leave at the fire de-
partment. We will meet at the church at 6:00 p.m., and return by 8:oo. 

 

TCC @ IWU Fusion 
 On Saturday, April 10, TCC will be travelling to Indiana Wes-
leyan for their annual Fusion event. Fusion is a campus movement 
designed to help students experience the love of Christ, sense His 
power at work and begin a life transformed. This is a day that will get 
you excited and fired-up for your faith! We will leave church at 10:00 
a.m. and return at 7:30 p.m. The cost per student is $20.00 and will 
include lunch and dinner. For more information, please visit 
https://www.indwes.edu/youthministry/fusion/ 



TCC & MY FROG Workday at Camp 
 On Saturday, April 17, TCC and MY FROG will head to Lake 
Luther for a camp work afternoon and bonfire dinner. We will leave 
from church at 2:00 p.m. and return by 8:30.  
 

April Youth Events 
Saturday, April 3, TCC Easter practice 

 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 4, TCC Sunrise Service 

 Arrive at 6:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 7, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 7, Group – MY FROG & TCC 

 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 10, IWU Fusion 

 10:00 a.m.–7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11, Youth Leadership 

 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11, Confirmation Gatherings 

 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 14, Group – MY FROG 

 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 16, Kid's Club Boys Only 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 17, Kid's Club Girls Only 

 11:00-1:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 17, TCC & MY FROG @ Camp 

 2:00-8:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 18, Confirmation Gatherings 

 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20, G2G 

 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21, Prayer Blitz! 

 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 28, Group – MY FROG  

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 30, Confirmation Lock-In Begins 

 6:00 p.m. 

Young Adult Bible Study 

 All young adults in their 20’s are invited to join a new Bible 
study on every first, second, and third Monday at 6:30 p.m. Our first 
study will be Faith: Living a Spiritual Life.  
 

G2G- Simple Sewing Skills 
Our first G2G (Generation to Generation) "class" will be held 

on Tuesday, April 20th, 6:30p-8p. Marsha Hibben will teach us begin-
ner level hand sewing skills, including how to sew on a button. All ag-
es, even adults that would like to learn this skill, are welcome to join. 
We do ask that youth who are in 5th grade or younger have a par-
ent/guardian stay and help their child.  

Please let Katie or the office know if you are planning to attend  
by Tuesday, April 13th. SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 

We are looking for individuals that have a special skill or talent 
that they would like to teach a younger generation. The skills/talents 
can be something such as sewing, knitting, canning, woodworking, 
gardening, but not limited to this list. We would like to host a few 
"workshops" throughout the year to pass these skills/talents along to 
our younger generation. If you would be interested in teaching a 
workshop, please contact Katie or Melanie. 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, April 1 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, April 13 — 9:00 a.m. 

 

Bible Study — Thursday, May 8 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, May 11 — 9:00 a.m. 

 

The St. John's WNALC Sewing Group has not met since March, 
2020, but our sewers have been busy sewing tops for the Lutheran 
World Relief Mission Quilts.  We now have dozens that need to be 
laid out, knotted, and hemmed.  We plan to meet on Tuesday, April 13 
at 9am in the Sewing Room to get busy again.  If you would like to join 
us, you would most certainly be welcome. 
 

Condolences 
St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolences to 

Joan and the family of Arthur “Dale” Hyndman. He was a cherished 
member of our church family and will be dearly missed. 



Thank You’s 

Thanks for the prayers, cards, and visits during my car acci-
dent. Thanks to Pastor Douglas for the call and prayers. Thanks to 
Marsha and Bill for the church flowers. Thanks to Katie and Addie for 
the homemade gift. What an awesome church family. 
Judy Ott 

 
 Dear Pastor,  

On behalf of Associated Churches and those whom we serve, 
I want to say Thank You for your very generous support. I’ve heard it 
said that “Genuine faith comes from the iron smelter of affliction.” 
Even in the midst of such difficult times, it is clear to me that God is 
faithful to provide in all of our problems, fears, tears, tragedies, and 
even in the prospect of death itself. We are grateful to God and you 
for allowing us to meet the challenges of this past year to provide the 
highest order of care for our community. Thank you for sharing the 
love of Christ in these difficult times. 
With sincere gratitude, 
Rev. Roger Reece, Executive Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your prayers and gift that help us continue the 
work of pointing others to the hope that the Lord so wants us to know. 
May our God fill you with hope as you serve Him. 
Gratefully, 
Rick DeHaan, President, Our Daily Bread Ministries 
  

Member’s Forum 
 We would like to create a monthly Member’s Forum where our 
members can share a story, memory, favorite poem, etc. If you would 
like to contribute, please submit to the church office at any time.  
Editor’s note: Last month’s Member’s Forum was beautifully written 
by Betty Dunten. Thank you, Betty, for sharing a portion of your love, 
work, and personal journey with the deaf community! 

Easter Memories – by Marsha Hibben 
 Easter has been my favorite holiday in the past. The “winter 
blahs” are disappearing and I feel like doing more. The beautiful 
spring flowers are popping up and no weeds yet.  
 We would always have Easter dinner at my Mom & Dad’s 
home. One of my favorite Easters was when my oldest granddaugh-
ter, Claire, had her first Easter Egg Hunt. She was the first grandchild 
in the Fick family, after many years with no grandchildren. I think the 

adults had almost or more fun than Claire. We all followed her around 
and coached her. 
 Often we would fly kites on Easter, weather permitting. This 
was fun to see, since my brothers and I had a lot of trouble getting 
kites to fly when we were kids. 
 Most of all, Easter is the highlight of the Christian year. We 
have come through Lent and the terrible Good Friday. Christ has died 
for our sins and has risen from the dead! We are free to have a rela-
tionship with God, no matter what. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 
For this Spring we will be going forward with three Sunday 

morning worship opportunities: traditional liturgical worship at 7:45 am 
and 9 am, and the contemporary worship at 10:15 am. While we rec-
ognize that this schedule may not be to everyone’s liking, this sched-
ule of worship times best serves our community as a whole. 
Initially in December, we launched the 9 am traditional worship as a 
spoken liturgy option for those who were concerned about singing. 
Soon we were able to add singing to the service. Still, adding another 
service allows for social distancing in the worship space. 
We recognize that the 9 am service creates a schedule conflict of hav-
ing an unimpeded Sunday School hour, but leaders believe those who 
want to attend Sunday School will come to one of the other services. 
In the past, our congregation held two services concurrently at 10:15 
am. While this was a faithful response at the time, the arrangement 
did create complications. Having two services running at the same 
time split the pastoral leadership and pastoral care.  The service with-
out our resident pastor was not receiving the same level of pastoral 
care. 
With Pastor Douglas, we want the entire congregation, all three ser-
vices, receiving the same message from the pulpit. We also want the 
entire congregation, all three services, receiving the same pastoral 
care and concern each and every Sunday. For the unity and blessing 
of our faith community, we will continue the current schedule of three 
services that do not overlap. 
Congregational Council 
 

Safety & Security in Today’s Society  
 Please join us on Sunday, April 25 at 11:30 a.m. for a safety 
talk presented by Ft. Wayne Police Detective Chris Crapser. This talk 
will cover internet safety, home security, new crime trends, and wom-
en’s safety. All are welcome to join us for this educational afternoon. 



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township Coun-

cil Meeting, March 9, 2021 

Present:  Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Diane Swihart, Sally Stites, Rob 

Niman, Chad Getts, Vicki Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Jeff Groeling, Cheri 

Meyers, Al Kuehnert, Kathi Engle, and Tim Studebaker.   

The council meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Cheri Meyers.   

Devotions were given by Kathi.  

Minutes from the February 16, 2021, meeting was approved with a 

change in the attendance (omitting Vicki who did not attend). Rob 

made the motion to accept, Al seconded. Motion carried.  

Financial Reports – Kathi Engle 

 General Fund- $121,161.15 

 Capital Improvement Fund-  $26,520.41 

 Memorial Fund-  $104,427.67 

 Benevolence Fund-  $0 

 Security Donation Fund-  $1,246.79 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars  $4,108.58 

Motion by  Vicki to accept, second by Chad  Motion carried. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
Pastor’s report – Pastor Douglas Schoelles  

   Shut-in, Pastoral, Leadership, member visits 

 Interview with New Song Director. Applicant’s experience, de-

sire, and talent were impressive. The applicant’s name is Chris 

Bada.  

 On going work with Digital Media team 

 Would like board members to volunteer for Maundy Thursday 

foot washing. 

 Created informative letter to congregation members pertaining to 

continuing with three services.  Would like council’s input. 

 

Children’s Ministry – Katie Pranger 

 Will not offer online Sunday School after February but   will of-

fer families who are not ready to return lessons they can do as a 

family. 

 Starting VBS plans 

 Closing program Sunday , May 16th at 9 a.m. 

 Upcoming events Kids club March 12/13th, April kids club Boys 

only April 16th 6-8 p.m. Girls only April 17th, 11 – 1.     May’s 

kids club ‘Senior Friends Bingo’ , Sat. Ma 15th 11-1:30.  In need 

of volunteers! 

 My Frog 

 Ash Wednesday dinner well attended (approx..80),  

 Made over 30 dog toys for the Allen Co. SPCA 

 Lent faith gathering – 18 attended. 

 Held two confirmation classes with Pastor – positive feed-

back on new format. 

 30-hour famine – 10 attended. 

 Would like confirmands to attend all 3 services. 

 March events:   Laser Tag, Confirmation classes, Lent faith 

gatherings, church spring cleaning, Arcola baseball field 

maintenance service project 

Al made a motion to accept the staff reports. Second from Jeff. Motion 

carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Education – Tim Studebaker 

 Reviewed and discussed children ministry and My Frog re-

ports 

 VBS dates June 20th – June 24th 6 pm – 8 pm 

 1st Communion April 18th. Not sure what service yet. 9 kids. 

The 1st Communion class will be April 11th with a Potluck 

before. 

 Confirmation will be May 23rd. 

 Melanie has started a young adult Bible study on the first, 

second and third Mondays at 7:30 p.m.  Had 5 attend  …. 

Hope to grow the attendance. 

Worship – Linda Eagle 

 Pastor would like to teach acolytes how to light the  candles.  

There will be a training session during a confirmation class.  

He would like to have them carry a cross to the front of Sanc-

tuary on special services beginning with Easter and the 7 

Sundays after and other special services. 

 Slides will be used for Palm Sunday service 

 Discussion on how and when communion can safely be dis-

tributed. Suggested to begin on Palm Sunday with the indi-

vidual cups still available to those who wish to use them.  

 Dave Pranger continues to work on live streaming , would 

like to train ushers to help assist him. 



 Sarah is working on ushers and lectors for the 7:45 services. 

Suggested we ask youth to participate in the readings. 

 Spring cleaning March 27th – Linda will work on a list of areas. 

 Worship committee meeting time will change due to conflicts for 

Pastor. 

Long Range Planning – Jeff Groeling 

Committees:        

   Education (Spot still open)   Worship – Kathi Engle  Elders  

- Judy Ott   Finance – Monica Getts  Outreach – Jim Dowling  Prop-

erty – Chad Getts  Stewardship – Janelle Smith 

Diane made a motion to accept the committee volunteers. A second 

from Chad. Motion carried. 

Elders – Rob Niman 

 Elders did not formally meet in February. 

 The Elders did forward existing job descriptions to the staff for 

their review and input. It was discovered that currently there is 

not an efficient means of updating job descriptions.  There was 

no job description for the Assistant Church Secretary or Wor-

ship Director.  We will create revise and present to council for 

review and discussion. 

 Elders will meet with Pastor in March for three-month review. 

Finance – Vicki Gilbert 

 Did audit – everything in order. 

 Money Counters for 2021:  Terry and Judy Heck, Dan and 

Cindy Houser, Curtis and Joyce Moore, Marsha Hibbon and 

Steve Weaver, Alternate/backup Rhonda Denton 

 Memorial Committee 2021: Susan Lawrence, Chair, Judy 

Lawrence, Allan Felger, Nancy Lopshire, Connie DeWald 

 Endowment/Lutheran Foundation Committee 2021: *Steve 

Gilbert, Chair., *Pat Lydy, *Susan Lawrence, *Marsha Hibben, 

*Jim Dowling, John Kurtz, Paul O’Malley, Jason Jagger.  

*Lutheran Foundation Delegates 
Linda made a motion to accept all the candidates for these volunteer 

positions. Diane seconded. Motion Carried 

Outreach – Diane Swihart  

 11 College and Military care packages sent. 

 Continue sign discussion – waiting on church logo before sign 

is decided. 

 Business cards with our service times for Palm Sunday – Easter 

have been ordered. 

 Rose Biggs has begun sending handwritten notes to visitors 

and Pastor is working on a connection card that be in bulletin 

for visitors to fill out. 

 Information shared about NALC Disaster Relief and storage 

building options. 

 Everyone encouraged to wear name tags beginning Palm 

Sunday. 

Property – Chad Getts 

 Two new heat pumps installed at the end of January.  

 Had Priority One fix a glitch in the security system. 

 Priority One also look at phone issues …. Said phone system 

needs updated! 

 Helping new technology committee to try to simplify tradi-

tional service live streaming. 

Jeff made a motion to accept committee reports. There was a second 

from Kathy. Motion carried. 

Digital Ministry Task Force – Jeff 

 The Digital Ministry Task Force is created to update abilities 

and creating teams maintain our digital presence and ministry 

efforts beyond the four walls of our church. The task force 

will focus on 5 primary areas: Sunday Morning Worship , 

Website Upgrade, Social Media, Podcasting, and SJLC App. 

 We hope to accomplish most of the goals by early June, but 

realistically may take up to a year. 

 Projects will be supported primarily by volunteers supple-

mented by consultants and staff where necessary. 

There was discussion as this task force will be an ongoing commit-

tee as the future calls for it. Also, there is the possibility that this 

will need to be a line item in the budget, for purchases and main-

taining upgraded equipment. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 New Song Director  -  A strong candidate has been interviewed 

(Chris Bada). The search committee has approved, as well as 

Pastor to extend an offer.  The Elders must now approve. There 

was discussion about his compensation.  The candidate did not 

inquire about pay.  Rob moved that we extend an offer to Chris 

Bada with an annual compensation of $11,000.00, which is to 

include four Sundays off.  Linda seconded. Motion carried. 

 Pastor said a grant has been submitted by Melanie to help with 

the cost of a church van. 



 Disaster Relief building.  Al received a no on one of the build-

ings but is in contact with another party on the other one. 

 Pastor has a letter prepared to send to members pertaining to 

continuing with the three services.  After a discussion of the 

possibility of a service times change for the Summer, Pastor 

will note in his letter that this will be the ‘Spring’ schedule. 

Jeff made a motion to accept the letter with the change. Rob 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 Regular communion will be offered on Palm Sunday with the 

individual cups still available to those who do not wish to ap-

proach the front. 

 Council Bible study will begin March 23rd, 7:00 p.m. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Pastor would like a logo for the signs that would be quick to 

read and geared to a younger market.  Vicki mentioned two 

years ago someone was hired to create a new logo and that the 

template for that is still available.  Vicki also suggested, if we 

were going to create a new vision statement that perhaps those 

two projects should coincide. Rob said we could explore what 

we have now prior to moving on but declared that hiring a pro-

fessional would be best to ensure a quality product.  

 Pastor and his wife would like to start a Seminarian Scholar-

ship Fund.  The initial funds would be from them.  Future fund-

ing would be through special collections throughout the year. It 

would be like an endowment fund with distributions to any 

qualifying candidate from our congregation first, then broaden 

out from there. 

 New member transfers: Paul and Carol Gerding and Mike and 

Angela Overdeer.  Vicki made a motion to accept new trans-

fers, Tim seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Confirmation Sunday was discussed. Pastor would like for the 

confirmands to be present at all three services. Although some 

thought this had already decided, it was still open for discus-

sion.  Tim thought that if you dedicated just one service for 

confirmation that those wanting to attend would make a point 

to attend that service.  The final decision is tabled until after 

Easter. 

 New Space requests:   

 Basement/Conference room by Marilyn Long, Willing Work-

ers Homemakers Club for Tuesday, March 23, and Wed. April 

28, 5:30 – 10:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship hall/kitchen Fran Felger for a baby shower Sat. 

May22 11-4:00. 

 Parking lot/restrooms  Melanie Crapser  Battle Rattle for 

LMVFM on Saturday, September 18, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 Pastor said we devotions from council members are no longer 

needed due to the twice a month Bible study. 

Linda made a motion to accept the new space requests. Al seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn by Rob. Chad seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pastor ended with prayer and Lord’s Prayer. 

Bible study:  March 23, 2021   7:00 p.m. 

Next council meeting:  April 13, 2021   7:00 p.m. 

Respectively submitted, 

Sally Stites, Secretary   
 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru March 25, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 61,786.00 

 3 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 82,320.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 20,534.00 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  

Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 

i. 7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 

i. On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” 
click on it. Follow directions.  

3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple 
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 

Newsletter Deadline: April 15 

 



Women of Joy Conference 
The Women of Joy Fall Tour is coming to the Indiana Convention 

Center in Indianapolis on August 13–14, 2021. The key speakers are 
Charles Billingsley, Lisa Harper, Lisa Bevere, Katherine Wolf, and Al-
lie Worthington. The main musical performer is Big Daddy Weave. It 
has been a long time since we women have gone to a conference! 
Whether you are on a lifelong adventure of drawing closer to Christ or 
are just figuring things out, Women of Joy can be part of that journey! 
Who is interested in spending the weekend with THOUSANDS OF 
WOMEN as we WORSHIP and find out HOW TO EMBRACE JOY 
even in the midst of life’s turmoil and trials? The conference rate for 
groups of ten or more is $99. If we have interested people, we will de-
cide about transportation and lodging based on our numbers. Please 
look for the sign-up sheet and brochure in the narthex, and sign-up if 
you are interested. Signing up at this stage does not commit you to at-
tending. The JOY of the LORD is our strength! 

 

CPR Class at St. John’s 
Anyone interested in CPR Classes? 

If you took the CPR & AED class at St. John’s in 2019 it is time 
to renew your certification. A date has been set for another CPR & 
AED class at the church on Thursday, April 29, from 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Possibly you have never been certified at all, but would like to 
be prepared, if the need arises. CPR & AED skills are easy to learn. 
You never know when it may be needed. You may be planning to 
begin Baby Sitting and would like to learn CPR. Middle & High School 
Youth are welcome, as well as adults. Whatever your situation, if you 
would like to take our CPR & AED class sign-up on the CPR sheet in 
the Narthex by April 18th. The cost for the class is $25 per person. 
For questions contact Marsha Hibben at 260-413-2337. 

 

Change of Address 
Mark & Alayne Johnson 

6906 E. 150 N. 
Columbia City, IN 46725 

 

 

Focus on the Family – an online resource 
AN ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO EFFECTIVE PRAYER FOR FAMILY 
Prayer is an essential skill, and your kids will learn it from you as you 
do it together. Nothing will communicate the why and the how of pray-
er to your kids like seeing you pray. 
Effective prayer for family is important. Among Bible-believing Chris-
tians, few people would disagree. But why is prayer so essential to a 
thriving, faith-filled family? And how can you be effective when praying 
for your family? 
What Is So Important About Family Prayer? 
Prayer for family is foundational to spiritual growth. Prayer is a very 
personal form of communication between us and God, our Creator. 
But it’s also meant to be shared with others! The Bible tells us: 
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one anoth-
er, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working” (James 5:16). 
Prayer is an essential skill, and your kids will learn it from you as you 
do it together. Nothing will communicate the why and the how of effec-
tive prayer to your kids like seeing you pray. 
Prayer Strengthens Relationships 
Prayer means time with God, speaking to Him, and — just as neces-
sary — listening to Him. The more time you spend with God, the more 
your relationship with Him will grow. 
By praying with your family, you are building relationships with them 
as well. Maybe you’re praying with them about something 
they’re worried about or are joining them in praise for good news. 
Whatever the case may be, you are spending time with them, having 
shared experiences, and supporting them. 
Some kids may be afraid to share their struggles because they don’t 
want to disappoint you. Effective prayer provides an opportunity to 
open up to each other in an environment of love and support rather 
than judgment. By doing this, you become more than just an overseer 
for your child — you’re their advocate. And that can make a world of 
difference. 
Prayer Fosters Communication and Spiritual Awareness 
Here are some of the things you may see as a result of consistent, ef-
fective prayer with and for your family: 

 Improved trust and openness to share struggles, fears, and 
more. 

 Family spiritual growth and opportunities for your kids to con-
nect with their faith. 

 A greater chance that your kids will approach situations from a 
spiritual perspective. 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/prayer-and-the-difference-it-makes-2/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/learning-from-the-prayer-life-of-jesus/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/the-gift-of-prayer-ask-seek-knock/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/helping-your-teen-deal-with-anxiety/


Tips for Praying With Your Family 
What could prayer look like in your family? The first step is to estab-
lish a culture of effective prayer in your household. You may already 
be doing this, but if not, don’t worry — you can start today. In Ephe-
sians, it says to “pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests” (Ephesians 6:18a). Make your house a place 
filled with all kinds of prayers! 
Pray Right Away 
The idea is simple: when a family member asks for you to pray for 
them, don’t just say you’ll pray for them and then walk away. Pray for 
them, right then and there. Make a point to do this whenever possible. 
You can impact them at that moment by taking the time to pray with 
them and show them that they are important to you. 
Pray to Show Love 
Praying with them at the moment can also help fulfill your family 
member’s love language — whether that’s physical touch, words of af-
firmation, or something else. If your child approaches you with some-
thing to pray about, put your arm around them and begin to pray, 
modeling the love that God has for us. Highlight this love by thanking 
God that He wants us to bring our cares and anxieties to Him (1 Peter 
5:6-7). 
Pray Using Their Words and Input 
Be sure to use the words your child used when asking for prayer, so 
they know you are actively listening to them (“Dear God, I pray that 
you would help Bobby forgive Jason for the mean things that he 
said…”). Then, ask your child if there is anything they would like to 
add in prayer. After that, wrap up. It’s quick but powerful! 

Again, it’s about being an advocate for your children. You’re 
not just telling them you’re in their corner. You’re showing them by 
praying with and for them. 

Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

 Violet Blessing   Lois Grim  
 235 Clingerman Ave Apt 5             11430 Coldwater Road
 Churubusco, IN 46723   Suite 113  

                          Bright Star Senior Living 
                           Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
   
      Marcella Kronmiller  
          St. Anne Communities   

           1900 Randallia Drive  
    Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

Lectors 

7:45  — Mark & Alayne Johnson and Family        
9:00 – Linda Eagle 

                 10:15 — Steve & Vicki Gilbert 
 

         Deacons                  
              7:45 – Greg Salesman, Randy Zolman   
 

Altar Care 

Linda Eagle 
  

   

NewSong Hosts  
Steve & Vicki Gilbert 

 

Acolytes 
 Thursday, April 1 Ariana Meyers 

Friday, April 2  Elliot VanEvery 

      Sunday, April 4                                        Elliot VanEvery  

      Sunday, April 11 Nathan Dicke            

      Sunday, April 18               Cole Buesching       

      Sunday, April 25                             Mason Hess 

        

Youth NewSong Hosts 
  April 4               Alyssa Jonas 

        April 11                Paige Studebaker     

        April 18                Parker Niman  

  April 25              Ariana Meyers  

 
Flowers 

April 4 – Easter Lilies on the Altar 
 

April 11  – In memory of John Bosserman 4/10 and Delmar Fick 4/12 

on their birthdays from Sandy Ritenour. 

In honor of Logan Kurtz’s birthday from Jon & Tina Kurtz. 
 

April 18 – In honor of Tony and Linda Eagle on their anniversary. 
 

April 25 – OPEN 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031 - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
 

Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Bev Easterhaus, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
Position Open, NewSong Director  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Mattes, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

                            

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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