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Lent and Easter 
Please join us during the season of Lent for services each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. Holy Week will begin with Palm 
Sunday on March 28, and conclude with Easter Sunday on April 4. 
We will have the Maundy Thursday service with the washing of the 
feet and Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m., the Easter Sun-
rise service at 6:30 a.m. led by the high school youth, and an Easter 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. Mark your cal-
endars to attend these special services and events. 

 

Lent Faith Gatherings 
There will be no Lenten simple suppers this year due to 

COVID. Instead, everyone, yes, all ages, are invited to share in a dis-
cussion and short devotion on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. dur-
ing the season of Lent. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

                                     Easter Flowers 

We would like to decorate the sanctuary and fellowship hall 
with beautiful spring flowers on Easter Sunday. You can choose from 
Easter lilies, tulips, hyacinths and daffodils. Heller Nursey has given 
us a great church discount, but orders must be turned into the church 
office by March 14. The cost for all flowers is $10.00 each.  If you 
would like to purchase a plant; envelopes to place your order are 
available in the back of the sanctuary, in the fellowship hall and in the 
west entrance of the church.  On Easter, after the late services, these 
flowers can be taken home.  Please fill out the envelope (be sure to fill 
in quantity, etc.) and place it with your payment of $10.00 for each 

plant in the offering plate. Deadline for order-
ing is Sunday, March 14. 

 

   Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 14 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

LOSS & GRIEF 
My heart has been broken so many times. My heart was broken when 

I was a child, a teenager, and an adult. My heart has been broken as a friend, 

boyfriend, pastor, husband, and father. How many times has your heart been 

hurt? And how many times have I hurt someone else? 
Loss is unavoidable in this life. You can’t be bubbled wrapped and live a real 

life. You can’t avoid loss and pain because it is inevitable. In this life with 

other humans, with our own neediness, and with the march of time transition, 

changes and disappointments are unescapable. Loss is predestined as our frail 

bodies move towards their end. 
We lament and shake our fists at God asking why we have to suffer 

such disappointments. Yet we rarely cement our character when we are at the 

party. When we go through the valleys of this life our character deepens and 

we become stronger. 
The apostle Paul speaks about how in the depths of our losses God is 

working. “We [boast] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suf-

fering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” (Romans 

5:3–5) 
While we cannot avoid losses, we can choose to avoid grief. When 

we avoid grief we are damaging ourselves. For grief is a truly a gift from 

God to help us move through the losses of this life. We are supposed to feel 

something. The worst thing we can do is to stuff our grief and pretend the 

loss did not happen. When we stuff our grief, it comes out sideways in un-

healthy and neurotic behavior. 
Grief can also be holy. The LORD grieves over the sin and rebellion 

of this world (Isa 63:10, Jer 8:21).  The Father grieves over the death of His 

Son on the cross for the sin of this hurting world (Zech 12:10). Christ grieves 

over this sin-filled world from His Cross. Grief is an emotion from God to 

mourn over the hurt and loss of what is sacred and valuable. 
So, for us Lent is a time to grieve over our broken relationship with 

God. Grieving over our sins will lead us to healing and wholeness. For the 

LORD repeatedly promises to turn our grief into joy (John 16:20). So we can 

grieve with confidence that the LORD will comfort us and give us joy and 

praise instead of mourning and despair (Isa 61:2-3) 
"We loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the 

Gospel but our lives as well." 1 Thessalonians 2:8 (NIV) 

Pastor Douglas Schoelles (schell-iss) 



Added Sunday Worship Time: 
We have added the 9 am worship service to allow for ade-

quate social distancing at all our worship services. This service is for-
matted as a traditional worship service and will now include singing! 
 
Check Out Pastor’s Daily Devotional 
Jump in with Pastor Doug-
las for a quick swim in the 
day's Scripture reading.  
You can find these on our 
Facebook page.  Be 
washed through God’s 
Word (Eph5:26). Pastor 
encourages you to read 
the scripture passage and 
listen for the what the LORD is saying to you in His Word. During 
the month of March, Pastor will be walking us through the book of 
Romans. 
 
Phone Care Ministry 

Given the precautions around COVID-19, many of the folks in 
our congregation are self-isolating. In response, our congregation is 
implementing a sort of buddy system. We are launching a phone call 
ministry to provide social support and spiritual connection to all our 
people as we go through this time. 

 If you are interested in volunteering to be one of our callers, 
please contact the church office. We will be glad to send you a brief 
description of what you will do. 
  We seek adults who enjoy talking with other adults and are 
comfortable talking on the phone, a remote connection to each other 
and an opportunity to grow wonderful relationships in the process! 

This opportunity can be ful-
filled from the comfort of 
your home and requires a 
monthly time commitment 
of 30-100 minutes.  
In order to help us launch 
this ministry, we ask that 
everyone please update 
your contact information 
with the church office. 

New Lenten Series: 

Loss & Grief:   
We do everything we 
can to avoid loss and 
pain, but we cannot 
escape it. Every one 
of our lives will be 
touched by loss and 
grief. Yet, our Lord is 
there with us in the 
midst of this. Not on-
ly does he suffer 
with us, he suffers 
for us so we may 
find his healing. 
 

Feb 21     When Your World Falls Apart             
Feb 28     When Your Heart Breaks          
Mar 7      When Life Makes No Sense       
Mar 14     When You Seek Peace                
Mar 21     When You Find Healing   

  
Covid Care Team 

The Covid Care Team still has spots open for soup donations. 
We ask for 1 gallon of a clear broth soup We will be packaging the 
soup and including it in the care baskets that we will be delivering to 
the families that have been affected. 

In addition to the soup, we will also 
include some simple comforts like tissues, 
cough drops, and tea to name a few. We 
are asking for donations.  

Most important, we are looking for 
people to serve. So if you know a family 
whether they belong to the church or not 
who could use this service. Please let the 
church office know.  

 



Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

One of my favorite memories of homeschooling was our 

March calendar. Each day we would decide if the weather was a lamb 

day – mild with some sun, or a lion day – cold and windy. Some days 

would be both – the day would start out nice and sunny and by late af-

ternoon the clouds and wind would roll in. And of course we would 

have to decide if the old saying held true – March comes in like a lion 

and out like a lamb (or vice versa). It was always fun to see the amaz-

ing ways God would bring different weather each day. This always led 

to a discussion about the true Lion and Lamb, Jesus Christ. Jesus, the 

Lion of Judah, became better known as the Lamb of God. God exalted 

the Lamb because the Lamb humbled himself and became a man. 

Nothing will ever make that statement less astounding: God became 

man. The king became the servant. The Lion became the Lamb. There-

fore, every created being in heaven will be singing, “To him who sits 

on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and 

power, forever and ever” (Revelation 5:13). But there’s no reason to 

wait for that day. The privilege of praise is ours now. We can sing of 

the Lamb of God’s worth every day through our attitudes, words, and 

actions. How do we do that? We ask the Holy Spirit to cultivate 

within us the lamb-like mindset of Jesus Christ (Philippians 

2:5). Our attitudes proclaim his worth when we “in humility consider 

others better than ourselves.” That motivates us to “do everything 

without complaining or arguing” because we are more interested in 

helping others than in gratifying ourselves. Lamb-like attitudes pro-

duce words of praise.  
Because we’re learning to see others as Jesus sees them, we use our 

words to build unity in our families, workplaces, and churches. Our 

words are governed by tenderness and compassion rather than selfish-

ness and conceit. Lamb-like attitudes also generate works that 

bring him glory. They flow naturally from a mind that seeks to “act 

according to his good purpose.” In other words, we expect nothing in 

return. We joyfully volunteer, send an encouraging, handwritten note, 

or smile at a grouchy cashier and express our thanks. Their response 

does not concern us because we see even the most mundane action as a 

sacrifice of praise to the Lamb of God. The Lamb of God willingly 

“made himself nothing” for us, becoming a servant so he could redeem 

us. Are we equally willing to become a sacrifice of praise to him 

through our attitudes, words and actions? 

How will you bring him praise and honor and glory today? 

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

Ever feel as if you’re living in survival mode? Many parents 

are pulled in all directions, juggling never-ending responsibilities at 

home, work, and school. That can make it tough to keep our perspec-

tive on what matters most: the eternal future of your children and 

yourself. The celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection reminds us we have a 

forever home in heaven.  There are numerous ways to incorporate Je-

sus into your everyday life and help your family stay focused on heav-

en while dealing with the challenges of life on earth. One way is to 

pray without ceasing.  You can focus on moving prayer beyond the 

dinner table and bedtime routine. Pray for and with your children as 

they leave for school, when they’re discouraged or facing a challenge, 

and when they have something to thank or praise Jesus for. Try using a 

prayer calendar, filling in every day with the name of someone your 

family can pray for.  

Another way to incorporate Jesus into your everyday life and 

help your family stay focused on heaven is to intentionally arrange 

daily and weekly plans around your spiritual goals. If activities start to 

interfere with your priorities, re-evaluate and rework your family’s 

schedule.  

Lastly, you can prepare for worship by softly playing Christian 

music in your house and car beforehand. After worship or Sunday 

school, ask children what they learned and how they can apply the les-

sons in the week ahead. When you make faith the top priority for your 

family, it’ll help your children make it their top priority as well.  

 

Kids Club 

March's Kids Club is typically a JR/SR Friend event involving 
lots of green and Bingo. This year, the JR/SR Bingo event will be 
moved to Saturday, May 15, 2021. More information will be sent out 
closer to that date.  

  Children in 3rd through 5th grade will have Kids Club on Fri-
day, March 12, 6p-8p. Children 4 year olds through 2nd grade will 
have Kids Club on Saturday, March 13 11a-1p. Dinner/lunch will be 
provided. Please RSVP to Katie by Friday, March 5th. Sun-
daySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 

 

 



First Communion 
First Communion will be held on Sunday, April 18, 2021. 

There is a First Communion Class on Sunday, April 11th.  This is for 
children that are in the 5th grade. If you have not received information 
about First Communion, please contact Katie.  
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 
 

Memory Verse 
Just a friendly reminder, all youth have a memory verse as-

signment that they are encouraged to memorize throughout the 
school year. Youth will recite their memory verse, one on one with 
their Sunday School teacher on Sunday, April 25th at 9a. If your youth 
needs another copy of their memory verse, please contact Katie.  
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation will meet on Sunday, March 14th and Sunday, 

March 21st, 12p-2p. (No meeting on March 7 or March 28.) 
 

MY FROG at Ultrazone 
On Friday, March 5th, MY FROG will meet at church at 6:30p 

then head to play laser tag at Ultrazone. We will return to church by 
8:30p. Please have youth bring $5 to cover part of the fees. There will 
be NO Confirmation Class for this weekend. Please encourage your 
youth to attend this fun event! RSVP to Katie by March 1st.  
 

MY FROG & TCC at Church Cleaning  
 MY FROG and TCC will participate in the Church Cleaning 
Day on Saturday, March 27, from 9:00 a.m. until noon. This will be our 
service project for the month. Snacks will be provided, as well as a 
couple of games to keep it fun! 
 

TCC at IWU Fusion 
Save the date now for an impactful and fun day at Indiana 

Wesleyan for the annual Fusion event on Saturday, April 10. This is 
always a great program designed to help you experience the love of 
Christ, sense His power at work, and get excited and passionate 
about your faith. Friends are welcome. Look for more information to 
follow! 

TCC at Ultrazone 
On Sunday, March 14, from noon until 2:00 p.m, TCC will 

travel to Ultrazone for a fun afternoon of laser tag. Pizza will be in-
cluded at church before we head out. Please bring $5 to help cover 
costs. 

 

March Youth Events 
Wednesday, March 3, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 3, Lent Faith Gathering 

 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 5, MY FROG at Ultrazone  

 6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. Bring $5. 
Sunday, March 7, Youth Leadership 

 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 10, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 10, Lent Faith Gathering 

 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 12, Kid's Club 3rd-5th Grade 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 13, Kid's Club 4yr-2nd Grade 

 11:00-1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 14, TCC at Ultrazone 

 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Bring $5. 
Wednesday, March 17, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 17, Lent Faith Gathering 

 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 24, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 24, Lent Faith Gathering 

 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 27, MYFROG & TCC @ Church Cleaning Day 

 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 28, Link Lunch @ Church. 

 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 31, Melanie’s Office Hours  

 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 31, Lent Faith Gathering 

 6:30 p.m. 



Generation to Generation (G2G) 
We are looking for individuals that have a special skill or talent 

that they would like to teach a younger generation. The skills/talents 
can be something such as sewing, knitting, canning, woodworking, 
gardening, but not limited to this list. We would like to host a few 
"workshops" throughout the year to pass these skills/talents along to 
our younger generation. If you would be interested in teaching a 
workshop, please contact Katie or Melanie. 

  

Young Adult Bible Study 
 All young adults in their 20’s are invited to join a new Bible 
study on every first, second, and third Monday at 6:30 p.m. Our first 
study will be Faith: Living a Spiritual Life.  
 

Congratulations! 
We would like to extend our congratulations to Stephanie and 

Phil Vancelette on the birth of their daughter Sadie Grace! She was 
born on Thursday, January 21. She weighed 8 lb. 4 oz. and was 21 in. 
long. Sadie Grace was welcomed home by big sister Emma, and her 
proud grandparents are Jeff and Janet Crow. 

 

Easter Photo Booth 
 During Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, please take ad-
vantage of our Easter photo booth just inside the library. Your family 
or individual photo will be taken and we ask that you please update a 
contact card at this time, since many of us have disconnected our 
landlines. We look forward to seeing your smiling faces! 
 

Baby Bottle Campaign 
 The Outreach Committee will be sponsoring a Baby Bottle 
Campaign to benefit A Hope Center, whose mission is to offer free 
emotional, material, educational, and spiritual support in pregnancy. 
The baby bottles will be available to pick up in the narthex. Please fill 
the bottles with your extra cash or change and return them to the 
church by Palm Sunday, March 28. Thank you! 
 

 

Safety & Security in Today’s Society  
 Please join us on Sunday, March 21 at 11:30 a.m. for a safety 
talk presented by Ft. Wayne Police Detective Chris Crapser. This talk 
will cover internet safety, home security, new crime trends, and wom-
en’s safety. All are welcome to join us for this educational afternoon. 
 

Congregational Church Cleaning Day 
 We would like to invite everyone – young and old – to join us 
for a church spring cleaning. Help us to show this beautiful gift of a 
building some love and care just in time for Palm Sunday. Saturday, 
March 27, 9:00 a.m. – noon.  
  

Thank You’s 

Thank you to everyone that donated to our youth's fundraiser 
for the 30 Hour Famine! Every $40 we raised will help feed and care 
for a child for a month. World Vision puts the funds we raised to work 
by bringing emergency food aid to disaster zones and equipping fami-
lies with the tools they need to overcome hunger in their communities. 
Together, we are empowering people in need to change the direction 
of their lives. Thanks for coming alongside us in this effort! 
Sincerely, Katie and Melanie 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the college and military 
care packages. Your generosity is much appreciated! 
St. John’s Outreach Committee 
 
Dear Melanie, Katie, and the TCC & MY FROG youth groups,  

Thanks so much for the delicious chicken noodle soup. It was 
so nice to have soup on these cloudy cold days. I also delivered some 
to Virginia Fick and Helen Kuehnert. Thanks for spending so much 
time to show your care for us seniors. 
In Christ’s Love, Marsha Hibben 
 
Dear St. John’s 
 Thank you so much for continuing to faithfully give and support 
our ministry with Athletes in Action! We feel very honored, blessed 
and cared for. Your December donation of $1,300 is a huge lift for our 
end of the year budget needs. We still feel (and always will) a special 
connection to you all because of the years that mom and dad have 
served there. We love you! 
Jon & Meghan Easterhaus 



To TCC, MY FROG, and sponsors, 
Max and I want to thank you for your delicious homemade 

chicken noodle soup. Certainly a keeper recipe. Flavorful and colorful. 
That all equals deliciousness. We thank you for your time and effort. I 
felt it was made with love!! Each one of you are appreciated!! 
Max & Rose Biggs 
 
Dear St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your donations of $500.00 to the work of Awak-
ening Lives to World Missions in 2020. We look forward to your con-
tinued support in this new year, and may the Lord richly bless you as 
you serve Him! 
In Christ, Awakening Lives to World Missions 
 “But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of 
his heart through all generations.” Psalm 33:11. 
With His preparation and because of YOUR financial support, Luther-
an Social Services remained with families throughout the economic 
and health crisis. Our staff continued to coach and support families to 
move toward economic and family stability, in spite of the barriers they 
faced. Thank you for Christmas Families donation of $760.00, and 
your general giving of $850.00. Your giving made a greater impact for 
a community in need. Thank you for your thoughtful giving! 
Angela Moellering, President & CEO, LSSI 
 
Dear Friends, 

We recently received your gift of $800.00 to Lutheran World 
Relief. Thank you! During this time of social distancing, we want to 
continue to bring you closer to the work you are doing around the 
world and we would love to show you examples of your gift in action. 
Go to LWR.org and sign up for E News to receive the latest updates. 
On behalf of LWR, our partners, and those we serve, please accept 
my thanks for your generous support and partnership. May God bless 
you! 
Ambassador Daniel V. Speckhard (ret.), President and CEO 
 
Greeting’s in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 Miracles do happen! The faithful support of congregations and 
individuals like you in 2020 allowed us to exceed budgeted revenues 
by $32,000. This is truly remarkable given the pandemic and its effect 
on our local economies. On behalf of Bishop Selbo and the entire 
NALC team, we want to say, “Thank you!” Your giving of $9,500 to the 
general fund, $4,000 to Theological Education, and your partnership 
and trust in us have allowed us to continue moving forward in the mis-

sion and vision of the NALC and growing the church of Jesus Christ. 
Many new congregations have been added in 2020, we have been 
able to continue our support of missionaries, and we have more than 
40 future pastors studying in the North American Lutheran Seminary 
system. Your support provides needed scholarships to these future 
pastors. The NALC Disaster Response teams mounted extensive and 
sustained aid efforts to those impacted by wildfires, flooding and hur-
ricanes. You share in their great work. 
 Our prayer is that God will continue to bless you in 2021, and 
that you, through the power of the Holy Spirit, will be strengthened 
and renewed in the service to which He has called you. 
In the love of Jesus Christ, C. Michael Johnson, Treasurer, NALC 
 

Member’s Forum 
 We would like to create a monthly Member’s Forum where our 
members can share a story, memory, favorite poem, etc. If you would 
like to contribute, please submit to the church office at any time.  
 

The Lord is with you. (Psalm 73:23-26) 
What would you do if a specialist said to you, “Your child is 

deaf and dumb, and she will never talk”? That was the thinking 60 
years ago, when our first deaf child was born. Now we have classes 
for the deaf. They are taught to speak. It may sound different, but they 
will communicate. They have to live in a hearing world. My husband 
and I worked hard to start deaf classes in Fort Wayne. We were guid-
ed by the Holy Spirit. We met with the school board and convinced 
them to hire a teacher for the deaf. They said they would give it a 
chance. Now we have excellent teaching in kindergarten through high 
school. Our boys also went to college where they provided interpret-
ers. Sign language is their way of communicating when they are to-
gether. Every movement of their hands means something. As adults, 
they are employed, married, and have families.  

Many families are teaching their children some signs, which is 
great.  Hearing aids provide amplification, but do not make a deaf 
person hear normally. They do help the hard of hearing. Technology 
is great! I can text my deaf family, and have conversation, and they 
can text me back. Another technology is the Cochlear Implant, a sur-
gically implanted device which provides better hearing and voice qual-
ity.  

Remember, deaf people are regular people, they just don’t 
hear. They have organizations. They walk in the Three Rivers’ Pa-
rade, etc. I love the deaf community! Four of our children were born 
deaf. We knew God was guiding us through this unexpected journey. 



                     Prayer Request 

Please join us in prayer for God's help as members of an HIV 
and Aids support group consisting of men and women are praying for 
a good start of a small farming project to raise produce for many in 
need.  The first step is to acquire the use of land in rural Kenya and 
God's guidance as together they hope to plant and tend to God's 
shamba (garden).  We pray for fertile land, equipment and planning 
for the care of the shamba to the glory of God.   
Thank you. 
Kathleen 
Kathleen Lutz, Mission & Development Associate 
Heart To Heart hearttoheartorphans.org 
World Mission Prayer League wmpl.org 
 

St. John’s Blood Drive 
St. John’s will be hosting a 

Red Cross Blood Drive on Tues-
day, March 23 from 2:00 pm – 
7:00 pm in the fellowship hall. To 
schedule an appointment, please 
sign-up on the sheet in the nar-
thex, visit www.redcrossblood.org 
and enter sponsor code 
‘stjohnlktwp’, or contact the church 
office. Save a life! Give blood! 
 

St. John’s is on Facebook 
 Don’t forget to follow, like, and share St. John’s on Facebook. 
Keep up with the weekly calendar, special events, and Pastor Doug-
las’s Daily Plunge devotions. Help us to reach out to our community! 

 

Free Piano 
In the fellowship hall is a free piano to a good home. Come 

pick it up today! 
 

Newsletter Deadline: March 15 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township 

Council Meeting, February 16, 2021 

Present:  Pastor Douglas Schoelles, Cheri Meyers, Jeff Groeling, Sal-

ly Stites, Kathi Engle, Diane Swihart, Chad and Monica Getts, Al Ku-

ehnert, Vicki Gilbert, Linda Eagle, Rob Niman, Tim Studebaker. 

The ZOOM meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Cheri Mey-

ers. Devotions were given by Rob Niman. 

Minutes from the January 12, 2021, council meeting, and the January 

24, 2021, congregational meeting were presented.  No additions or 

corrections.  Motion by Linda, second by Al .  Motion carried. 

Financial Reports – 
 General Fund -  $ 130,571.52 

 Capital Improvement Fund -   $ 37,254.38 

 Memorial Fund -   $ 104,325.47 

 Benevolence Fund -   $ 600.00 

 Security Donation Fund -   $ 1,238.74 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars  -  $ 3,609.58 
 

Motion by Rob, second by Jeff.  Motion carried. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
Pastor’s report – Pastor Douglas Schoelles  

Pastor Schoelles installation on February 14, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. was 

well attended and was a blessed day.   

Pastor is continuing with membership visits, providing reading materi-

al for the staff. Elaine Johnson is helping with the POD cast. Trying to 

work toward the Shepherd phone call ministry by updating cell phone 

log, preparing scrips for callers … Judy Lawrence is assisting.  

Pastor would like council members (and spouses) to participate in a 

Bible study twice a month.  After some discussion, due to daily life, 

time restrictions, council suggested one Bible study take place prior to 

a regularly scheduled board meeting.  Jeff commented that all board 

members are sent reports prior to the meeting.  Therefore, the only 

time spent on those should be if someone has a change or additional 

information. They could then be promptly approved.  This would pro-

vide ample Bible study time.  The second Bible study would take place 

on the 4th Tuesday of the month in the fellowship hall beginning at 

7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Douglas and Debra Schoelles and JoanEllen Schoelles were 

transferred into St. John’s Lutheran Lake Township.  

http://earttoheartorphans.org/
http://wmpl.org/


Al made a motion to accept membership transfer in, Tim seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Young adults and Youth ministry -Melanie Crapser   

January events included Group lessons, Link game night, TCC 

Christmas party, Youth leadership lesson, Ice skating at Head Water’s 

Park, and the Link Christmas party and Thanksgiving dinner. Average 

attendance is 5.  The February calendar includes Group meetings, 

Sweetest Day Breakfast for the congregation, bowling, 30- hour fam-

ine, and Link lunch at Zianos. Also, a young adult Bible study will 

meet the first, second, and third Thursdays of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

Children’s & Middle School Ministries reports -Katie Pranger   

On- line Sunday school will continue through February.  In person at-

tendance average is 7, online, 4.  Plans are underway for VBS which 

will take place June 20 – 24, 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Kids club attend-

ance was 18. The next meeting for that group is February 19th and 

20th.  MYFROG group attendance is averaging 5. Confirmation in per-

son classes have resumed with the Zoom option still available. How-

ever, it’s hard to engage those who join via Zoom. February events in-

clude meetings, Movie night on Feb 20th 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Dinner will 

be provided, as well as a craft during the movie. 30-hour famine fund-

raiser will be on February 26th and 27th.    Confirmation is moved to 

Sundays 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. starting February 21st. 

Linda made a motion to accept staff reports.    Alan seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Education Committee – Tim Studebaker  

Nothing new to report 

Worship Committee– Linda Eagle  

A thank you to all who helped with the Altar cleaning.  Linda has been 

asked when we are resuming communion with cups. Also, she brought 

up the option of the congregation walking up to receive cups to make 

more of a ‘ceremony’. After some discussion it was decided that it is 

too early to make changes, possible by Easter we could return to our 

normal ways 

Long Range Planning Report – Jeff Groeling 

Nothing new to report.   

Elder’s Committee – Rob Niman  

Went through elder’s responsibilities and addressed each one.  Cur-

rently conducting staff reviews and having them critique their own job 

descriptions.  Once they do, the elders will review and make recom-

mendations for changes; one specifically for time requirements.   

Finance Committee -Monica Getts 

The Money Counters for 2021 are: 

Terry and Judy Heck 

Dan and Cindy Houser 

Curtis and Joyce Moore 

Marsha Hibben and Steve Weaver 

Alternate/backup:  Rhonda Dennon 

The following people have agreed to be on the 2021 Memorial Com-

mittee: 

Susan Lawrence, Chairperson   

Judy Lawrence   Allan Felger 

Nancy Lopshire   Connie DeWald 

The following people have agreed to be on the Endowment/Lutheran 

Foundation Committee: 

*Steve Gilbert – Chairperson  *Marsha Hibben 

*Pat Lydy    *Jim Dowling 

*Susan Lawrence     John Kurtz 

  Paul O’Malley 

  Jason Jagger 

*Lutheran Foundation Delegate 

Outreach Committee – Diane Swihart  

Cards were sent to shut ins and older church members sheltering from 

COVID. 

Jim Dowling volunteered for Long Range Planning Committee. 

Currently collecting names and addresses of our college and military 

members to send care packages to. 

Baby Bottle Campaign for A Hope Center will start Ash Wednesday 

and continue through Palm Sunday. 

Church road signs are proposed for Hwy 33/O’Day, Washington Cen-

ter Rd/O’Day, and Hwy 30/O’Day.  Some will need permits but will 

be at no cost for the church. The maximum sign size is 8 square feet at 

$120 each, plus the cost of $12 each for posts. information was dis-

cussed.  It was determined to check with Council for any input before 

proceeding. The committee will seek proper owner’s permission and 

continue, with council’s blessings, to have a sign design and placement 

option to present at the next council meeting. 

Property Committee- Monica Getts. One heat pump still out per 

Cheri, Monica will tell Chad and have him call. Otherwise, nothing  



new to report. 

Stewardship Committee – Al Kuehnert  

Locked in 3 blood drive dates Mar 23, June 24, Oct 28. 

Motion made by Monica to accept the committee reports, 2nd by Di-

ane.  Motion carried. 

Old Business 
All of the social media required sound and video equipment is ongo-

ing. The desk which will help with organizing all of the wires will take 

several months to design and build.  It was asked if the nursery will be 

wired?  Jeff said yes, they will make it work with the existing wiring.    

New Song Director search committee is formed; they are meeting next 

Monday.  They have a qualified candidate to interview.  

Church Van / Lutheran Foundation Grant …   Steve Gilbert provided a 

detailed report on the cost and usage of a possible van purchase.  A 

Lutheran Foundation Grant request, due in March, could cover up to 

50 percent of the cost. The uses for this van could include not only 

youth events, but transportation for those in need to church services. 

There are no driver license special requirements.  The average cost of 

a new van would be $50-$55 K., or used $30 -$40 K. Cheri suggested 

assigning someone to create a “Van Policy” to specifically cover us-

age, care and maintenance. We will continue with the grant request but 

will wait to determine if or where funds will come from before council 

approval.  

Pastor created a Baptism Policy, which he finds necessary to clarify 

expectations and responsibilities prior to, during and after the baptism.  

Jeff wanted to know if this is something Pastor was requesting be add-

ed to the constitution.  Pastor said no, just as a clear guideline. Jeff 

made a motion to accept the new baptism guideline policy, Tim se-

conded.  Motion carried.   Rob asked if there would be a marriage pol-

icy.  Pastor did not present a marriage policy but would like to attend 

local bridal shows as an outreach opportunity.   

New Business 
The wiring needs to be run through walls and the floor.  This may take 

more time due to the fact they need different cables.  

Long Range Planning Members approval was not visited since only 4 

of the 8 required.   

Digital Ministry Task Force (headed by Jeff Groeling) live streaming, 

social media, website, phone app., podcasting (devotionals and ser-

mons)  Cheri asked if there is a protocol on which service is 

livestreamed? Pastor said no, and that he continues to find congrega-

tion members who have skills in those areas. Rob mentioned that the 

New Song Director candidate has experience in that as well. 

Update photo directory. Photo images will be offered on Palm Sunday 

and Easter Sunday.  The digital directory can be accessed via the 

church website.  

Pastor would like to provide three services. 7:45 and 9:00 traditional 

and 10:15 contemporary.  After some discussion, Rob and Linda said 

that the worship service committee has not discussed yet, but will re 

visit later.  For now, the 9:00 service “spoken” part will be removed. 

New Space Requests 
 Church basement and conference room – Tuesday, February 

23, 2021, 6:00 – 10:00 p.m. Marilyn Long for Home Ec. Club 

 Fellowship hall and kitchen – Saturday, April 10, 2021, 10:00 

a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Janet Crow for a baby shower. 

Rob made a motion to accept new space requests.  Linda seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Next Council meeting: March 9, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

Devotions: Kathi Engle 

Motion to adjourn by Jeff, Monica seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pastor prayed over our ministry.  Meeting was closed with the Lord’ 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sally Stites, Secretary 

 

General Fund Financial Info 

$ Received for the General Fund thru February 24, 2021 
 Total Received for the Year -  $ 36,912.00 

 2 months of 2021 Budget -  $ 54,880.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 17,968.00 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  

Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 

i. 7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 

i. On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” 
click on it. Follow directions.  

3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple 
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 



2021 Flower Chart 

The 2021 flower chart is now in the binder in the library.  Two 
or more families can sign up per Sunday.  The cost of the flowers is 
$15.00 per family.  You can place your donation for the flowers in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  If you do so, please be sure to designate 
this in the appropriate box on your offering envelope. 

 
Please remember these members: 

These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 
 

 

 Violet Blessing   Lois Grim  
 235 Clingerman Ave Apt 5             11430 Coldwater Road
 Churubusco, IN 46723   Suite 113  

               Bright Star Senior Living 
     Ft. Wayne, IN 46845 
   
          Marcella Kronmiller   

         St. Anne Communities   
         1900 Randallia Drive  
         Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
 

 

        Change of Address 
 

Lois Grim    Sally Stites 
11430 Coldwater Road  3601 Baird Road  
Suite 113    Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
Bright Star Senior Living 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845  

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

Family Life – an online resource 
Five Ideas To Give Your Marriage a Fresh Start 
What the following suggestions aren’t: a cure-all for deeper issues. 
Glossing over deep-seated problems is the equivalent of slapping on 
a Band-Aid to a gushing wound. While these are healthy tips for any 
relationship, attempting a fresh start amidst deep problems can delay 
healing and create unrealistic expectations. 
What these are: ideas for when fondness is waning, and you simply 
want to move toward your spouse rather than away. You want to kin-
dle the romance a bit—and the affections that grease the wheels of 
everyday relationships. 
In fact, you might be wondering why some of these ideas aren’t easi-
er—because perhaps you’re straight-up exhausted from trying to 
make things work. Despite what the world may tell you, a fresh start 
that lasts usually involves more than a few romantic moments. It in-
volves more than a gift certificate, a massage, a night away from the 
kids. 
If you’re wading through a down season - these hope-filled sugges-
tions are for you. 
1. First things first. 
A fresh start in our marriages requires a fresh start within us; a rea-
ligning to how God loves us. 
Jesus said the second commandment—to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself—is like the first: to love God with all that we are (see Mark 
12:28-34). James made a similar connection: “With [the tongue] we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made 
in the likeness of God … My brothers, these things ought not to be so” 
(James 3:9-10). 
Marital closeness and harmony are outworkings of how God’s loved 
us. And He went so far as to lay down His life for us, pursuing us 
when enemies. 
Chew on questions like these: 
What thing have I decided that, if I don’t receive it from my spouse, 
I’m not going to move closer to them? Does Scripture back me up on 
this? 
If I’m feeling attraction toward someone else, what inner need do I im-
agine that attraction fulfilling? (e.g. is this person uncomplicated? Do 
they make you feel attractive or respected? Do they lack the depres-
sion your spouse is going through?) Has that desire become more 
important than finding my satisfaction in God, or than fulfilling the 
faithful love God asks of me toward my spouse? 
In my reactions toward my spouse, to what internal conflicts and de-
sires am I reacting? (e.g. I don’t feel appreciated or seen. I’m ex-

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A28-34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A28-34&version=ESV


hausted, and just want a break. I wish they would just take responsi-
bility.) Am I seeking satisfaction in healthy ways? 
2. Ruthlessly hunt gratitude. 
In studies and brain scans, gratitude has been linked so closely to 
happiness, scientists find them hard to differentiate. 
Could gratitude make you happier? 
Maybe this looks like keeping a running list of what you’re thankful for 
in your spouse, your marriage, and the life and journey you’ve made 
together. It could be a series of small, grateful prayers throughout the 
day. Maybe it’s mentally responding to someone interviewing you 
about what you value in your spouse. 
The point: comb through your day to find the ways God’s handed you 
gifts small and large through your mate. 
3. Figure out what’s eating your grapes. 
Song of Solomon speaks of chasing out the “foxes” in the lovers’ 
“vineyard” (2:15)—what’s gnawing at their sex life and general close-
ness. What’s eating your grapes? 
Maybe it’s a lack of rest or white space on your calendar; or resolution 
to the issue that keeps snacking on your reserves of patience. It could 
be romance novels, airbrushed magazines, and movies vaulting your 
expectations. Maybe you’re trying to stay close in tough circumstanc-
es. Show no mercy. Isolation is a slippery, dangerous slope. 
Zero tolerance: Kill the foxes. 
4. Own up. 
Paul himself notes in 1 Corinthians 4:4 that though his conscience is 
clear, that doesn’t make him innocent. And you’ve heard the 1% rule: 
Even if you’re only responsible for 1% of a conflict, you’re still 100% 
responsible for your 1%. 
So take time to pray through what you’re contributing to the rift. 
What’s the “log” in your eye? Are you forgiving your spouse or devel-
oping even a hint of bitterness and resentment? Are you oversensi-
tive, critical, apathetic? Pro tip: We always underestimate the impact 
our sin has on other people. 
5. Get down, get down. 
Get on your knees about your marriage; consider fasting on a regular 
basis. Beg God for oneness, passion, enduring love, and the grace to 
love your mate the way He’s called you to. Ask Him for wisdom to 
know what to do, and all the affection you long for–so your marriage 
can show the world just how deep, wide, and long He loves us. 
Because when you get down to it, He is the King of the fresh start, of 
the power for new beginnings: “just as Christ was raised from the 
dead … we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 
So don’t go it alone. Your fresh start … starts here. 

Lectors 

7:45  — Tina Kurtz        9:00 – Linda Eagle 
                 10:15 — Rosalie Blessing 
 

         Deacons                 Altar Care 
              7:45 – Jon Kurtz                   Tina Kurtz 

  

   

NewSong Hosts  
Erin Niman 

 

Acolytes 
 

 Wednesday, March 3 Danika Eagle  

       Sunday, March 7                                    Nathan Dicke  

       Wednesday, March 10                            Nathan Dicke   

       Sunday, March 14                         Mason Hess             

       Wednesday, March 17                            Alyssa Jonas 

       Sunday, March 21              Cole Buesching       

       Wednesday, March 24                            Braylon Niman 

       Sunday, March 28  Allie Kuehnert 
 

Youth NewSong Hosts 
 

  March 7               Parker Niman 

        March 14                Braylon Niman     

        March 21                Ariana Meyers  

  March 28               Danika Eagle 
 

Flowers 

March 7 – With love to Grandpa Melvin and Grandma Delores  

Kuehnert from Allie, Bryar, Kennedy, and Carson Kuehnert. 
 

March 14  – In memory of Marlene Kurtz on her birthday, March 17, 

from Ken and her family. 
 

March 21 – In memory of Michael DeWald from Connie DeWald 
 

March 28 – Palm Sunday Easter Lilies will stay on the altar 

 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/in-praise-of-gratitude-201211215561
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/in-praise-of-gratitude-201211215561
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+4%3A4&version=ESV


REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031  - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
 

Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Bev Easterhaus, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
Position Open, NewSong Director  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Mattes, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

                            

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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