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Annual Congregation Meeting  
 Sunday, January 24th we will have our Annual Congregation 
Meeting beginning at 9:00 a.m. All reports for the Annual Meeting are 
due to Julie by Sunday, January 10th. Please e-mail, mail or bring your 
reports to the church office. Those persons responsible to turn in a 
report are the 2020 chairpersons of each committee, treasurer of the 
committee and heads and treasurer of the different groups such as 
Sunday School, WNALC, etc. The Worship Schedule will be  Tradi-
tional Service 7:45 and NewSong Service 10:15.  
 

Installation of Officers 
All persons who will be on the Church Council in 2020, plus 

others elected at the December Congregational Meeting will be in-
stalled during Sunday Services on January 3. All out-going Council 
members will also be recognized at that time. Please e-mail the 
church office with which service you will be attending. If you cannot be 
present for this, please contact Pr. Douglas. 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
The 2021 Offering envelopes are available today to be picked 

up from the table in the narthex.  Pick yours up today and be ready for 
the New Year. 

 

COVID Care Teams 
When a family gets quarantined or comes down with COVID, 

they find themselves in need of outside assistance including picking 
up groceries or prescriptions, and advice about what may help them 
recover from the illness. We have people in our church who have lived 
through this and are here to help. If you or someone you know needs 
such help, we invite to contact the church office. 

 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles 

CHRISTMAS COURAGE 

Far from the jingle bells and dancing plums, the events leading to 
the Incarnation of Jesus Christ were filled with fright. Mary and Jo-
seph were both fearful of the path the LORD called them to take. 
After his birth, the Christ child was threatened with death as the 
wretched King Herod sought to exterminate the newborn king. 

The story of the Nativity is glued together with courage and faith 
in the face of fear. And not just for Joseph and Mary. The LORD 
enters into this world of idolatry as an infant. The Incarnation is 
the bold act of God becoming vulnerable. The boldness of God to 
come in the flesh results in conflicts throughout the Gospels. 

The vulnerability of Christ culminates when Roman and Jewish 
leaders utilize death to threaten Jesus to cry “uncle” and renege 
on being the Word made flesh. These enemies of the Kingdom uti-
lize death to silence the Prince of Peace. For Jesus, death on the 
cross is real. As fully human, he must decide who he fears more – 
and who he trusts more. 

Over this past year for our god-less world, the reality of death has 
plunged billions of people into fear. As this world does not have 
the LORD God to fear and trust, it has only death to fear. It is the 
godless’ ultimate god. The lack of belief has made death an idol. 
We have idolized death as we have given it our fear. 

BUT we, you 
and I, the peo-
ple of God, are 
to fear and love 
the Lord our 
God. “What does 
the Lord your 
God ask of you 
but to fear the 
Lord your God, 
to walk in obe-
dience to him, to 
love him, to 



serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
(Deut 10:12–Ps 103:17). Yes, death is real. In spite of all our med-
icine and creature comforts, death never stopped being our ene-
my.  

But with boldness the LORD became vulnerable in the flesh under 
the curse of death. With boldness and courage Christ took on our 
sin and death so we can freely approach his throne of grace (Eph 
3:12). 

The Word of God died on the cross and was raised from the dead 
so we with all boldness and courage may live lives of God’s grace. 
“For God did not give us a spirit of fear but a spirit of power and 
love and self-control.” (2 Tim 1:7). 

§  Are you reeling in fear? 
§  What are the fears tormenting you? 
§  How are you taking these fears to the Lord? 
§  Are you listening to the Word of God? 

”Who among you fears the Lord and obeys His word? Let the one 
who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the 
Lord and rely on their God.” (Isaiah 50:10) 

Like you, I am seeking to rely on my God. 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Douglas 
 
 
Check Out Pastor’s Daily Devotional 
Jump in with Pastor Douglas for a quick swim in the day's Scripture 
reading.  You can find these on our Facebook page.  Be washed 

through God’s Word (Eph 
5:26). Pastor encourages 
you to read the scripture 
passage and listen for the 
what the LORD is saying to 
you in His Word.  
 
 
 

Epiphany Worship Series:   SHINE 

Jesus breaks the Kingdom into 
our lives. He shows God seekers 
how to live in God’s power. 
Through him we can manifest 
the kingdom in our lives. Join us 
as we explore how we 
can shine. 
 

Jan 10     Raised By God 

Jan 17     Hearing God’s Voice 

Jan 24    Following God’s Call 
Jan 31     Knowing God’s Time 

Feb 7       Soaring In God’s Strength 

Feb 14     Doing God’s Will 
 

Added Sunday Worship Time: 
We have added the 9 am worship service to allow for adequate so-
cial distancing at all our worship services. This service is formatted 

as a traditional worship service.  

 
If you are comfortable dining inside restaurants, come and dine on 
the Word of God. “How sweet are God’s words to my taste, sweet-
er than honey to my mouth!” Psalm 119:103 

Come eat the bread of 
life at St. John’s.  Jesus is 
just saying to you, “I am 
the bread of life. Whoev-
er comes to me will never 
go hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never 
be thirsty.” (Jn 6:35) 

 

We are carrying out safe measures to allow for indoor dining too! 



Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

Toward the end of the second week of my Advent study in De-

cember, this thought occurred to me: “I feel like I have been reading 

this same Bible passage all week.” Then at church that Sunday, the 

Gospel reading was the same passage. I almost laughed out loud! 

“Okay, God,” I thought, “what are you trying to tell me?”  
 

And Mary said, 'Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 

to me according to your word… " (Luke 1:38) 
 

Think for a moment about what the message delivered by the 

angel would mean for Mary. If she said yes, her future marriage and 

livelihood would be in jeopardy. Her social standing and credibility 

would be ruined. This announcement would cost her every dream and 

plan she had made for her life. But if she said yes, it would also forev-

er change the world. 

Sometimes what God asks of us feels hard or messy or uncom-

fortable or inconvenient. It might feel scary or risky. We might be 

misunderstood or judged. It will probably cost us something. 

But oh, what God can do through one person who is willing to 

say "Yes." 

Mary listened carefully. Could she do it? Could she give up 

everything for Jesus? Gabriel reminded her, "…nothing will be im-

possible with God" (Luke 1:37). And Mary's response was so simple 

and yet so profound. 
 

 "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me accord-

ing to your word " (Luke 1:38). Okay, Lord. Yes. Let it be. 
 

That simple "yes" resulted in the birth of Christ our Saviour. 

How I am challenged by Mary's faith! I don’t know about you, 

but some days I hold my future plans so tightly in my fists that I do not 

allow room for the Holy Spirit to move and dwell and give birth to 

new plans… God plans. And when God's plans seem hard - or more 

than hard, impossible! – Sometimes I let my doubt and discomfort dic-

tate my direction. Oh, what God can do if we will just trust Him 

enough to say, "Okay, Lord. Yes. Let it be." 

As we move into the New Year, we often consider the things 

we want to do differently, the things we want to do better, and the new 

habits we want to begin. I pray that each of us – you and me – will lis-

ten carefully and be ready to say, “Yes, Lord. Let it be.” 

 

Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 

                             Living in Prayer 

 New Year, new beginning. Most of us are ready for this 

new year more so than ever before. 2020 was not easy, a very chal-

lenging year all around. A new year allows us to try to become a better 

version of ourselves. Many people focus on their physical health by 

finding ways to be healthier, start exercising or starting a new diet. But 

what about your spiritual health?  

  I want to challenge families to focus on improving 

their spiritual health in 2021.  One way is to spend more time in prayer 

this whole year. God desires a relationship with His people. We all 

know that relationships don’t thrive in silence. Praying will help build, 

strengthen, and grow our relationship with God. We should look for 

every opportunity to develop a strong relationship with God in 2021.  

 During January's Kids Club, I will help the children 

learn the importance of prayer, how to incorporate prayer into their 

daily lives, and how to listen to the Holy Spirit. As a parent, grandpar-

ent, senior friend, etc, you can also help guide and model the im-

portance of prayer. If you don't do this already, choose a specific time- 

first thing in the morning, right before bed, before meals, or all of the 

above to pray with your family. A prayer journal is a great way to keep 

track of the people and things you pray about. Then weeks and months 

later, you can see how God answered all of your prayers. These small 

changes can make a huge difference in your life.  

 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” 

- Colossians 4:2 (NIV) 
 

Confirmation Classes and Sunday School 
Confirmation classes and Sunday 

school will resume on Sunday, January 3rd 
at 9:00 a.m. We have socially – distanced 
Sunday school classes for all ages. Commit 
to spending more time in the Word by attend-
ing Sunday school! 

There will be no confirmation or  
Sunday School classes on Sunday, January 
24th due to the Annual Meeting.   

 



Kid’s Club 
  Children in 3rd through 5th grade will have Kids Club on Fri-
day, January 15th 6p-8p. Children 4 year olds through 2nd grade will 
have Kids Club on Saturday, January 16th 11a-1p. Dinner/lunch will 
be provided. Please RSVP to Katie by Friday, January 8th.  
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 
 

MY FROG Lock-In 
On Friday, January 22nd at 6pm, all MY FROG students are 

invited to a Lock In at church. We will start with pizza at church then 
head to downtown Fort Wayne to ice skate with TCC. Then we will 
play many activities, eat a ton of snacks, and of course stay up late! 
During the lock in, we are going to make "sniff pads" for dogs at a lo-
cal animal shelter. The Lock in will end at noon on Saturday, January 
23rd. Please RSVP to Katie by Friday, January 15th.  
SundaySchool@StJohnsLakeTownship.org 

 

MY FROG & TCC Ice Skating 
On Friday, January 22, TCC and MYFROG will go ice skating 

at Headwaters Park in downtown Ft. Wayne. We will meet at church 
at 6:00 p.m. for pizza, and return to church by 9:00. The cost will be 
$9. Please let Melanie or Katie know by Monday, January 18 if your 
youth can attend as we will need to arrange transportation.  

 

TCC Christmas Party Take II 
On Sunday, January 10, TCC will have a combined service 

project and Christmas party. We will leave church immediately follow-
ing second service for a service project at Aldi’s in the Dupont/Lima 
Road shopping area. We will be outside, so dress appropriately! We 
will then head back to church for a Christmas party from 1:00-3:00 
p.m, including a $5 white elephant gift exchange. Bring a favorite 
Christmas treat to share. Please RSVP to Melanie Crapser for plan-
ning and transportation purposes. 

 

Link Game Night 
On Friday, January 8, Link will have a game night at church. 

Bring a favorite game if you have one, and a friend (or two!). Taco bar 
will be served. 

  

Link Thankful It’s 2021Christmas Party 

 On Sunday, January 24, Link will attempt their Thanksgiving 
lunch and Christmas party from 12:00-2:00 p.m. at church. Bring a $5 
white elephant gift and your favorite Christmas treat to share. All high 
school seniors and college-ish age young adults are welcome to join!  
 

January Youth Events 

Wednesday, January 6, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 6, TCC & MY FROG Group 

 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Friday, January 8, Link Game Night @ Church 

 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 10, TCC Christmas Party Take II 

 11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Friday, January 15, Kid's Club 3rd-5th Grade 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 16, Kid's Club 4yr-2nd Grade 

 11:00-1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 17, Youth Leadership 

 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 24, Link Thankful It’s 2021 Christmas 
Party 

 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 20, Melanie’s Office Hours 

 5:00 p.m.–6:30 
Wednesday, January 20, Group - TCC & MYFROG 

 6:30 p.m.–8:00 
Wednesday, January 22, TCC & MY FROG Ice Skating 

 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Friday, January 22, MY FROG Lock-in   

 6:00 p.m.- Saturday, 1:00 p.m. 
 

New 20’s Group 
 Our youth and young adult director will start a new 20’s group 
here at St. John’s in February. This group will meet every first, sec-
ond, and third Thursday at 7:00 p.m. for Bible study, and quarterly for 
service in the community.  



Thank You’s 

 The family of Helen Blessing wishes to thank everyone for all 
the prayers, cards, memorials & expressions of sympathy we've re-
ceived at her passing.  Thank you also to Pastor Schoelles for the 
wonderful & comforting service & message.   

We are assured that Mom & Dad are with our Heavenly Father 
and at peace. 
Sandy & Bill Werling & Family 
Steve & Rosy Blessing & Family 
Sherry & Steve Baker & Family 
Shirley & Lonnie Caffee & Family 
Stan & Brenda Blessing & Family 
 
Dear St. John’s Family, 

The Marlene Kurtz family wishes to thank everyone for their 
cards, prayers, memorials, and their expressions of sympathy at her 
passing. We also want to thank Pastor Schoelles for his visits to Mar-
lene and then his comforting funeral service for her. 

 
Thanks to the great clean-up crew from St. John’s Serving Our 

Seniors. Jim & Sue Dowling, Vicki Gilbert, and Diane Swihart. You 
had my windows washed and the yard cleaned up in “no time.” It was 
so nice of all of you to donate your time to help me with these chores. 
In Christ’s love, 
Virginia Fick & Family 
 

Thank you to Melanie and Casie Crapser for the tremendous 
time and effort invested in our Hanging of the Greens service this 
year. It was very well written! The bulletin was beautiful, with the pic-
ture of the front of the church on it.  

Thank you to the many youths who participated. You all per-
formed well and we could not have had the service without you. 
Thanks for your time and talent! 

The music was wonderful! Thank you to Bev Easterhaus, Jes-
sica Mattes, Kailey DeWald, all the Nimans, and Janelle Smith. We 
are so blessed with such talented performers. 

It was so unfortunate that more people could not have been 
there, due to covid. 
Marsha Hibben 
 
To Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Thanks for all your support for our food bank. 
Mary Ann Graves, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church Food Bank 

Dear St. John’s, 
In this year of COVID-19, separation and isolation, as we celebrate 
the birth of “Emmanuel – God with us,” may you receive strength, 
courage, and peace in life from the presence of Jesus Christ, born at 
Bethlehem, crucified and risen – to be with us always, even to the end 
of the age! Have a blessed Christmas! 
Bishop Dan Selbo & the NALC Staff 
 

Member’s Forum 
 We would like to create a monthly Member’s Forum where our 
members can share a story, memory, favorite poem, etc. If you would 
like to contribute, please submit to the church office at any time.  

God’s Work, My Life 
By Penny Heggen 

 Our mom was a women of faith who did not attend church. Our 
dad didn’t attend church. Our mother knelt every night as long as I 
can remember and prayed. For a really long time. We always knew 
she was a believer. She prayed for everyone she knew or ever met I 
think. She prayed for people she never met like emergency personnel 
and radio ministries. We watched our mother being a praying mother. 
What a precious thing to let your children see. Later in life, she began 
setting her alarm for 4:30 a.m. She would get up at 4:30 every morn-
ing to pray. When she died, she died at 4:30 a.m. Mom started back 
to church after I married. Dad started to church about five years be-
fore he died. There have been times in my life where I thought that if I 
could be half the witness for God to my children as my mother was to 
us, I would be happy. Everything we do in life affects our families and 
the people we love. I learned my prayer life from my mother.  
  

LMVFM 
At LMVFM (Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministry) 

we serve, with Christ’s Love, those who have paid a heavy, spiritual 
and emotional price while preserving freedom at home and abroad. 

Please help us cover the LMVFM’s Christmas Tree with orna-
ments in 2020 to help raise $60,000 needed to care for our veterans 
in 2021. Your donations may be given November 1, 2020 – January 
3I, 2021 and are tax deductible. Please pick up a support envelope at 
our display in the Narthex. Thank you for your love and caring.  



BYOB 
January is B.Y.O.B. (to church) Month! That is: Bring Your 

Own Bible (to church). We believe that God’s Word is an incredibly 
important gift that the Lord has blessed us with, and it is vital for us as 
Christians to be comfortable reading and using it. We would like to 
encourage everyone to Bring their Bibles to Church and use them dur-
ing the service. Don’t worry, there will be time provided so you can 
look up the verses, and we will still print the lessons in the bulletin. If 
you do not have a Bible, that’s okay, we will have a supply in the back 
of the Church where you can pick one up to use and even take home! 

 

Un-decorating Party 
Please join us on Saturday, January 9, at 9:00 a.m. for an “un-

decorating party” at the church. We will be carefully packing and put-
ting away our beautiful Christmas décor. Many hands make light work! 
 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 
Churches around the United 

States use Sanctity of Life Sunday 
as a day to celebrate God's gift of 
life, commemorate the many lives 
lost to abortion, and commit them-
selves to protecting human life at 
every stage. 
 Sanctity of Human Life Sun-
day is January 17. Please join us as 
we pray for an end to abortion.  
 

St. John’s Van 
  Council is asking for a volunteer or three to investigate what 

would be required for the church to purchase and operate a 15 pas-
senger van, some cost estimates, if owning a van for this purpose is 
fiscally viable, and report their findings in time for the January meet-
ing. If you are interested in serving the church as the lead or junior in-
vestigator, please contact Cheri Meyers. 
 

Newsletter Deadline: January 15 

 

“Getting to know you, getting to know all about you. 

Getting to like you, getting to hope you like me.” 
I am looking forward to getting to know all of you here at St. John’s.  

Over the weeks and months to come, my goal is to meet every family 

who belongs to St. John’s in their home.  Recognizing the presence of 

COVID this process will probably take the entire year, but I am deter-

mined to learn about you so I can grow to serve you as your pastor. 

When you are ready, I ask that you would have me over to your house 

for coffee, or lunch or dinner. [We Lutherans seem to require some 

sort of food or drink to loosen up our social interaction.] 

Please call the church office to set up a time for me to come over. 
 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY: 
Beginning Monday, November 30, we will meet each week at 6:00 

p.m.to sift through the scripture passages for the upcoming Sunday 

sermon. You will gain a deeper understanding of the Word, Lutheran 

theology and even preaching as Pastor Douglas teaches the class. This 

is a wonderful way to dive into the Scriptures before hearing the ser-

mon. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER GROUP 
They Raised Their Voices Together in Prayer to God. (Acts 4:24) 

Throughout the Book of Acts, we read how amazing healings, conver-

sions, rescues and testimonies happen for the Church. These miracles 

of THE Spirit happen because the people of Jesus relied upon prayer. 

We are recruiting people to join together to ask the LORD to empower 

the ministry of St. John’s. 

Particulars: 

  Monday mornings at 9 am. 

  75 to 90 minutes of scripture study and prayer. 

  to pray for every single person associated with this church. 

  to pray for the ministry of this church, for the welfare of our 

community and country, and we pray for ourselves. 

 Requirements 

  Do not have to be an expert in prayer or scripture 

  Must have a willingness to grow in faith 

  Must have a willingness to learn how to pray 

  Do not have to be there every Monday. 

 

If you would like to inquire about the prayer group, please contact 

Pastor Douglas 



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake Township Coun-

cil Meeting, December 8, 2020 

Present:  Steve Baker, Susan Lawrence, Tina Kurtz, Teresa Salesman, 

Cheri Meyers, Diane Swihart, David Pranger, Monica Getts, Chad 

Getts, Alan Kuehnert and Pastor Schoelles.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Steve Baker.  Devotions 

were given by Pastor Schoelles. 

Minutes from the November 10, 2020 meeting were presented.  A cor-

rection from the November meeting minutes to change the Education 

Vice Chair from Brianna Bassett to Brad Bassett.  A motion was made 

by Alan Kuenhert and 2nd by Teresa Salesman to accept the November 

meeting minutes as modified.  Motion carried. 
 

The November financial reports were presented by Tina Kurtz.  The 

balance for the end of November are as follows: 

 General Fund -    $ 43,021.88 

 Capital Improvement Fund -    $ 36,266.38 

 Memorial Fund - $ 75,479.56 

 Benevolence Fund - $ 15,211.00 

 Security Donation Fund - $  1,238.70 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars -        $  3,609.58 

A motion was made by  Susan Lawrence and 2nd by Diane Swihart to 

accept the November financial reports.  Motion carried. 
 

Staff Reports 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schoelles was not feeling well.  He was tested 

for COVID-19 and should have the results by 12/11 or 12/12.  In the 

event he has the virus, Rob Niman will take over Sunday’s service.  

Pastor is trying to meet with leaders to see where we’re going.  He has 

been busy with 3 funerals and has met with someone interested in 

coming back to the church.  There is a request for baptism from An-

drew and Brittany Kuehnert.  They have requested a private baptism 

due to COVID-19.  Pastor believes we should have a baptism policy 

established for the church and has provided a draft.  Council will read 

over the policy and discuss it with Council.   

Pastor plans to meet with each ministry team to see where they’re go-

ing and what is their vision.  The prayer group and bible study are 

working and is well attended.   

First Strike Christmas Greeting – Pastor Schoelles and his wife plan to 

reach out to the greater St. John’s community and hand-address a 

Christmas card to every family on the St. John’s mailing list.  He feels 

this is a great opportunity to reach out as a new pastor and encourage 

them to get involved in the church.  A motion was made by Alan Ku-

ehert and 2nd by Cheri Meyers for the church to pay for the cards and 

postage.  Motion carried. 

Pastor is working on establishing a rapport with the current staff, 

learning their needs, etc.  The staff has asked to have a bible study 

group.  Pastor is working on that.  In light of this, the hiring of a New 

Song Director will be put on hold for a couple of months.   Rob Niman 

and Andy Swihart have agreed to continue leading the service.  Pastor 

is scheduled to meet with Katie Pranger about confirmation class and 

Melanie Crapser about Stephen Ministry.  He is still working on the 

daily devotionals for Facebook.   
 

Youth/Young Adult Director - Melanie Crapser reported on the No-

vember LINK and TCC activities.  The groups wrote thank you cards 

to veterans and participated in the Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Ru-

ral King.  The attendance for these activities is increasing.  The report 

also contained the plans for December. 
 

Children’s Ministry Director - Katie Pranger reported the November 

MY FROG and Kids Club.  The Kids Club packed 30 shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child and collected $116 for shipping costs.  

They will also be making a gift and card for their senior friends.   

Confirmation has been paused because Katie does not feel having it 

on-line is beneficial.  She plans to have a Confirmation Retreat in Jan-

uary that will include multiple lessons and a service project.  MY 

FROG also helped pass out food at Community Harvest Food Bank.  
  

A motion was made by Alan Kuehnert to approve the staff reports and 

2nd by Tina Kurtz.  Motion carried. 
 

Committee Reports 

Education Committee:  Monica Getts reported the committee met 

last week and helped set up for the Christmas caroling on Wednesday.  

Confirmation will be starting back up after Christmas and there will be 

options for in-person Sunday school after the holidays.  

 Elders Committee:  Alan Kuehnert reported that Judy Ott compiled 

all the opportunity sheets and the committee has filled all positions for 

the slate of incoming officers and delegates. 



Finance Committee:  Teresa Salesman reported the committee did 

not meet due to COVID-19 restrictions.  They will meet next month.  

Budget was completed and approved at the congregational meeting. 

Outreach Committee:  Diane Swihart reported the committee did not 

meet this month.  They are working with Pastor on sending out 

Christmas cards.  They are also helping with the Christmas caroling 

for Wednesday.  In January, they will be promoting bring your bible to 

church month and encouraging people to bring their bibles to church. 

Property Committee:  Chad Getz reported the fogger was ordered as 

received yesterday.  The solution for the fogger is on order.  Chad will 

meet with Erin Niman to show her how to operate it.  The fogger can 

be used by any member of the congregation.  We are coordinating use 

through Julie Mattes.  

The last couple weeks the committee replaced ceiling tiles and in-

stalled new clocks for Pastor in both services.  Chad will be replacing 

all can lights in back of sanctuary.  They have been failing and flicker-

ing.  Chad has also been getting calls from Priority 1 about the eleva-

tor.  There may be a short in the communication between the elevator 

and Priority 1 that sends a trouble message.  Priority 1 will come out to 

check it out and see if it can be resolved. 

Stewardship Committee: No report. 

Worship Committee:  David Pranger reported Christmas Eve services 

are scheduled for at 4:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  Christmas 

Day service is at 10:15 a.m.  The 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service will 

be live streamed.   

All the equipment purchased through the Connect Through Tech Grant 

has been received.  We are scheduling with Sweetwater to receive 

training on the equipment.  We are still looking for volunteers to help 

with the electronics and live streaming.   

Long Range Planning – No report. 

A motion was made by Monica Getts and 2nd by Tina Kurtz to approve 

the committee reports.  Motion carried. 
 

Old Business 

Church Van Request for Coordinator – 

No one has called to express interest in 

volunteering doing that.  Tim Olsen was 

going to do some follow up on it. 

Changes to Services Resulting from 

Recent COVID-19 Surge – Alan Ku-

ehnert reported several people have said they miss the 10:15 a.m. tra-

ditional service and that some people would be interested in a mid-

week service.  Pastor Shoelles suggested an additional service at 9:15 

a.m. or 9:30 a.m.  This will be looked in further after the holidays. 

Disaster Relief Request Consideration Study – On Hold  
 

New Business 

Joint Meeting between Outgoing and Incoming council – Pastor 

Schoelles would like to have a meeting to pray about and discuss what 

God is calling us to do.  Also to get a sense of where we are going as a 

church.  This will be scheduled for the first part of January. 

Church Deep Cleaning – Council discussed bringing in a company to 

deep clean the church.  With the purchase of a fogger, we believe we 

can sanitize the needed areas as well as an outside company.  The 

church will be fogged at least once a week.   

Pastor Schoelles Installation Service – Pastor Schoelles is anticipating 

the service will be scheduled for mid-January or February.     

Request for removal of membership by Lyle Felger and Margaret Flu-

ger.   

Motion to approve the removal of memberships was made by Alan 

Kuehnert and 2nd by Teresa Salesman.  Motion carried. 
 

New Space Requests 

Request use of the Fellowship Hall & kitchen by Marilyn Long for 

Christmas party for Willing Workers Homemakers Club on Sunday, 

January 10 from 2:00-7:00 p.m. 

A motion was made by  David Pranger and 2nd by Monica Getts to ac-

cept the new space request.  Motion carried. 
 

The next council meeting will be January 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  Devo-

tions will be given by Cheri Meyers. 

A motion was made by Alan Kuehnert and 2nd by David Pranger to ad-

journ.  Motion carried.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and 

Pastor Schoelles prayed over our ministries and decision made for 

God’s blessings. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Lawrence, Secretary 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 

February 17. 



General Fund Financial Info 
$ Received for the General Fund thru December 30, 2020 

 Total Received for the Year -  $ 353,900.00 

 12 months of 2020 Budget -  $ 357,656.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 3,756.00 
 

Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  

Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 

i. 7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 

i. On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” 
click on it. Follow directions.  

3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple 
Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAP 

 

2021 Flower Chart 

The 2021 flower chart is now in the binder in the library.  Two 
or more families can sign up per Sunday.  The cost of the flowers is 
$15.00 per family.  You can place your donation for the flowers in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  If you do so, please be sure to designate 
this in the appropriate box on your offering envelope. 
 

Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

 Violet Blessing  
 235 Clingerman Ave Apt 5  
 Churubusco, IN 46723  
  

Marcella Kronmiller   
St. Anne Communities   
1900 Randallia Drive  
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

 
     Janne Buesching 
     11430 Coldwater Road 
     Room 210 Bright Star 
     Fort Wayne, IN 46818 

 

Lectors 

7:45  — Linda Eagle      10:15 — Marsh Hibben 
 

 Deacons 
7:45 – Gabe VanEvery  

   

NewSong Hosts  
Diane Swihart 

 

Acolytes 
 

   January 3  Braylon Niman 

        January 10   Mason Hess 

        January 17  Cole Buesching 

       January 24                       Elliot VanEvery 

      January 31   Cole Buesching 
        

Youth NewSong Hosts 
 

   January 3             Allie Kuehnert 

        January 10              Paige Studebaker      

        January 17              Nathan Dicke 

  January 24             Alyssa Jonas 

 January 31      Danika Eagle 

 

Flowers 

January 3 – Christmas Decorations on the Altar 
 

January 10  – OPEN 
 

January 17 – OPEN  
 

January 24 – OPEN 
 

January 31 – OPEN 

 

 
Altar Care 
Linda Eagle 

 



REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 

In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church.  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION IN THE CROSS-
ROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031  - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
      9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
 

Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Schoelles, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Bev Easterhaus, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
Position Open, NewSong Director  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Mattes, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

                            

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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