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Services in July  
After much deliberation, the church council has decided to 

continue having outdoor-only services at least through July 12. They 
will revisit the decision at the next council meeting on July 14. Until 
then, grab a lawn chair and some sunscreen and meet us in the north 
church parking lot at 10:15 a.m. for worship and time for fellowship 
from a safe distance. The services will continue to be live-streamed at 
9:00 a.m. and will be available in the St. John’s app for those who 
wish to continue to worship from home. We will keep everyone updat-
ed on any changes. 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 
The Women’s Wednesday Evening Bible Study will resume on 

Wednesday, July 8, at 6:00 p.m., and will continue to meet every 
Wednesday evening. The Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study meets 
every Friday morning from 9:00-11:00 a.m. All women and visitors are 
welcome to join at any time! Please contact Bev Easterhaus or Mela-
nie Crapser for more information. 

 

Summer Movie Night 
Please join us for a summer movie night on Sunday, July 26 at 

6:30 p.m. We will be showing the movie Sgt. Stubby: An American 
Hero, a true story of a dog who became 
an honorary sergeant during World War I. 
Before the movie begins, we will have a 
special presentation from Leslie Haines 
and Lutheran Military Veterans and Fami-
lies Ministries, and a meet and greet with 
Patrick Dooley, one of LMVFM’s therapy 
dogs who has been very effective in re-
ducing the symptoms of post-traumatic 
stress and depression in veterans. 

PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Ric Barnes 

 

INDEPENDENCE…         Pastor Ric Barnes 

The Fourth of July commemorates the day in 1776 that our nation de-
clared itself to be an independent nation, and no longer a colony of 
England. On that date, representatives from the thirteen colonies 
signed their names to a document declaring their national independ-
ence. A number of our leading citizens signed what is known as the 
Declaration of Independence, from England.  It was a bold and coura-
geous step of faith that stunned the watching world. 

By signing their names, they were declaring war against the mightiest 
and most experienced army and navy in the world. 

Against all odds, at great hardship and sacrifice, the colonies united in 
a singular purpose and won our independence. With that victory 
comes the right as Abraham Lincoln put it: 

“to form a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the 
proposition that ALL people are created equal” 

How did these colonists overcome the internal divisiveness and exter-
nal challenges of being a colony of England? The driving factor was 
that they knew if they were to achieve their dream –they could not do 
it alone. They needed help.  They needed God!   

The cry for freedom to worship God (without fear of king or gov-
ernment interference, threat of imprisonment or death) was the deep 
longing in the soul to be: “One nation under God.” 

The architects of this emerging republic made certain to publicly 
acknowledge who their Source of Blessing is: GOD is mentioned in 
the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution & the Constitu-
tions of all 50 states. 

When our forefathers declared their independence, they also de-
clared their dependence upon God! 

July 4th calls us to REMEMBER (to see again; to see anew) our 
need to answer God’s call to follow Him.                                           

We know, we will fail if we trust in our strength alone. 

In Psalm 20:7 David declares: “Some trust in chariots, some in 
horses, but we trust in the LORD our God!” 

The Prophet Isaiah reminds us that those who rely on the Lord will re-
new their strength and rise up like eagles do (Isaiah 40:31). 



Whatever issues we are facing (racial injustice; women’s concerns, 
economy, unemployment, Covid 19, whatever adversaries threaten 
us, our trust is in the LORD to see us through. We can’t do it alone. 
Like Abraham, Moses, Joshua, and our founding fathers, we will face 
our issues confidently, hand in hand with God! 

Our independence did not come easily.  

Only after several difficult years of war would it finally be won.  
Our first years as a nation weren’t free from problems and controver-
sies (this is still true today). But our forefathers were determined to es-
tablish a free and democratic republic. The Declaration of Independ-
ence (together with our Constitution and the Bill of Rights) became the 
founding documents for freedom to worship God and representative 
democracy. Although July 4th is not a Christian holy day like Christ-
mas and Easter, it is a time to reflect on the freedom God has blessed 
us with as a nation.  
Molded into the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia (which rang out our in-
dependence) are these words from the Bible:  
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof” Leviticus 25:10 
While we look with grateful hearts to the past, let’s also look with con-
fident expectant faith to the future, and commit it and our lives to the 
LORD and His will. The words of the Psalmist are still true:                                                                                                    
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD!” (Ps. 33:12). 

So this 4th of July, let’s enjoy our families, cookouts, scaled back 
fireworks and parades (if they’re not canceled). Let’s remember the 
hardships and sacrifices that were made to provide the freedoms that 
we enjoy. Let’s remember to pray for our veterans and those serving 
to protect those liberties. Let’s pray, giving thanks to the LORD our 
God, for His love for all people, for His sacrifice upon the cross to 
save all who trust their lives to Him, for His blessings, recognizing as 
long as we are in dependence upon the LORD. 

Retirement 
            It is with a happy heart that I am announcing my intent to re-
tire. I have joyfully served the Lord for 36 years.  But now I sense it is 
time for my family.  I want to have the time to take long walks, hike 
and kayak with my family and most of all my soulmate, Barb. 

It’s been a joy & privilege serving and sharing in Jesus’ mis-
sion with you.   

With a grateful heart, Pastor Ric Barnes 

 

New Message Series Begins July 5th 

Simon Peter  

  A flawed yet faithful 
follower of Jesus 

He was an ordinary man 
who heard an extraordi-
nary call. He wasn’t rich or 
educated, but familiar with 
hard work. He was short 
tempered and impulsive, 

but possessed a passion that would change the world. He left eve-
rything to follow Jesus, but struggled with doubt and fear.  Jesus 
saw in him what others did not - rock on which to build His Church! 
07.05 Pt. 1 The Call of Simon Luke 5:1-11 
07.12 Pt. 2 Bedrock or Stumbling Block? Matthew 16:13-23 
07.19 Pt. 3 Walking with Jesus in the Storm Matthew 14:22-34 
07.26 Pt. 4 I Will Not Deny You Matthew 26:31-35 
08.02 Pt. 5 From Cowardice to Courage John 21:4-18 
08.09 Pt. 6 The Rest of the Story! Acts 3:4-18  
 

Family Life – an online resource 
Whatever Bad Happens, I Choose Us (By Scott Williams) 
You can’t know everything that’s going to happen in marriage, but you 
can decide ahead of time how to handle it with the promise in your 
vows: I choose us. 
The latest unexpected turn for my wife, Ellie, and me came in 2019.  I 
was diagnosed with an aggressive type of terminal brain cancer. Ellie 
is facing the thought of being a widow before she turns 60. That 
wasn’t supposed to happen . . . at least until age 80. Or that’s what we 
thought. 
You can’t know everything that’s going to happen to you over the 
course of your marriage. But you can decide ahead of time how you’re 
going to handle it. That’s the whole purpose of your wedding vows. 
And so this diagnosis has caused both of us to take stock of where we 
are in our lives and what we have in each other. It has caused us to 
reflect not just on our wedding vows, but to the words we say to each 
other every day. Do we still say: I choose us? 
I choose us every day 
The day could be good or challenging. We could be in the middle of a 
fight or heading into a romantic evening. We might be struggling to 
speak to each other, or clinging to each other in the midst of a crush-
ing life event like we’ve just experienced. Those are the times we 
need to put everyday words to our lofty vows. 



Here are some ideas of what that might sound like. 
“Whatever bad happens, I choose us.” 
I promise to be true to you: “I’m praying for you today.” 
In good times and in bad: “I’m glad I married you.” “Thank you for 
being good to me, even when I don’t deserve it.” “I’m sorry. Will you 
please forgive me?” 
In sickness and in health: “I want you to eat healthy and exercise so 
you’ll stay around a few more years.” “Thank you for taking such good 
care of me when I was sick.” 
I will love and honor you: “I appreciate what you did today.” “I really 
love you.” “You’re a good man.” “I love the way you care for others.” 
All the days of my life: “I’m not going anywhere. You’re stuck with 
me.” “There’s no one I’d rather grow old with.” 
In his book With These Words: 5 Communication Tools for Marriage 
and Life, my friend, Rob Flood, focuses on how wedding vows play 
themselves out in communication between husband and wife. 
Good communication doesn’t just involve the mouth. Before there are 
words in your mouth, they first emanate in your heart and become 
formed by your mind. 
When your spouse speaks, you’re not to merely hear the words in 
your ears, but you need to take them into your mind and heart. And 
you can express the value you place on those words through things 
like eye contact and meaningful touch. 
Near the end of the book, Rob offers this communication vow. It’s an 
opportunity for recommitment to the intentions you expressed to each 
other in your wedding vows. It’s a way to say to each other: I choose 
us again today. 
But this focuses specifically on the intent of your words and your ma-
te’s words. It’s not just looking at the moments in which those words 
are spoken, but focusing on the ultimate goal you want those words to 
produce in your marriage: unconditional love, grace, honor, unity, de-
votion. 
Kathleen Lutz - Missionary 
Just a quick update. I saw the eye doctor on Tuesday and had anoth-
er scan.  It showed what I was suspecting...  the hole isn't completely 
healed, but much smalerl and flatter. The doctor and technician said 
that is to be expected as it takes time to heal...  maybe months. My 
overall vision has improved some, so I’m not complaining, just was 
more hopeful. The doctor was positive, so I will be positively hopeful.  
I can sleep in any position and do most anything. Somehow I seem 
tired, but I guess I am catching up on lost sleep.  By afternoon I have 
my energy back. Just thanking God for all His goodness to me and for 
your prayers!!! 

Tomorrow a few staff are coming to visit me.  It will be interest-
ing with our masks.  I am working with one on promoting our audio Bi-
ble project. He says the users are giving a great response and one 
support group gave me a nice wall hanging picture.  I can just imagine 
what it's like for them to hear the scriptures in their language for the 
first time. I also continue to use my mission funds to get them unga 
(flour), beans and soap.   

Hope all is well for you.  Here it's cool-cold mornings and low 
70's by afternoon.   

Be blessed.  Love, Kathleen 

Christianity Today 
I learned to cook with the most basic tools under the tutelage of my 
stepmother, the inheritor of kitchen magic from generations before 
her. Bacon was fried in a cast-iron skillet, turned with a fork. Pie crust 
was formed with a wire pastry cutter in a mixing bowl. Biscuits were 
cut using an empty can. Simple tools, employed faithfully, yielding all 
manner of goodness. 
But as my interest in cooking grew, I moved on to more complicated 
tools that promised less work or mess. My kitchen brimmed with sin-
gle-use utensils and fancy appliances, but the crispy bacon, flaky pie 
crusts, and warm biscuits of my early years did not improve. In many 
cases, they degraded, or the task of locating and employing the right 
implement dulled my interest. 
It is possible to overcomplicate simple practices that yield good things. 
Just as with cooking, so with reading our Bibles. The availability of 
online commentaries, lexicons, interlinear Bibles, and searchable da-
tabases can make us forget basic, tried-and-true tools that serve us 
well. Consider recovering these five simple “utensils” that may have 
gotten lost in the drawer amid so many ways to access and parse the 
Scriptures: 
Reading Repetitively 
We underestimate the effectiveness of repetitive reading in training us 
to follow the meaning of a text. It helps us identify ideas, names, loca-
tions, images, rhythms, or phrases, and we begin to see structures 
and patterns emerge. We never reach the end of its usefulness, for on 
each reading, new treasures are yielded from the text. One of the 
best—and most neglected—approaches to Bible study would be to  

read a book of the Bible from start to finish, without attempting to ana-
lyze or apply it. And then read it again. And again. 
Consulting a Map 
When J. R. R. Tolkien published his now-famous Lord of the 

Rings trilogy, he placed in the opening pages an ingeniously simple 

https://www.familylife.com/podcast/guest/rob-and-gina-flood/
https://www.familylife.com/podcast/guest/rob-and-gina-flood/


tool that enabled his readers to enter into the story: a map of Middle-
earth. It is likely that a fair number of modern-day Christians know 
more about the geography of Middle-earth than the geography of the 
Middle East. The appendices of our Bibles also contain maps to draw 
us into the setting and provide context. Knowing that the Ethiopian 
eunuch of Acts 8 made a pilgrimage of 1,500 miles enhances our un-
derstanding of his deep desire to know Yahweh. Mapping Paul’s mis-
sionary journeys or Abram’s travels adds to our understanding and re-
inforces our retention of these stories. 
Keeping a Bible Timeline 
When did the Divided Kingdom begin? When did Isaiah prophesy? 
When was the intertestamental period? When was the temple de-
stroyed? Keeping handy a Bible timeline can help us place what we 
are reading in the proper historical context. It can also help us develop 
a sense of what themes are commonly addressed in particular eras or 
why a particular theme does not appear in a particular portion of the 
Bible. Consider making a bookmark to keep in your Bible that helps 
you learn and apply the timeline of biblical history to your reading. 
Comparing Translations 
If a phrase or sentence is hard to understand, compare it with several 
other translations. Online access to multiple translations makes com-
parison easy and accessible. Add a layer to your repetitive reading by 
changing translations for your later passes through a book. 
Checking a Dictionary 
A Hebrew or Greek lexicon is not always a helpful tool in the hands of 
those unfamiliar with the original language, but a simple English dic-
tionary can be of good service. When Paul encounters the proconsul 
in Acts 13, a glance at the thesaurus tells us that a proconsul is a 
Roman governor. When we read in 
1 John 2:2 that Christ is our propitiation (in the ESV), a dictionary clar-
ifies that this is an atoning sacrifice. Even looking up common words 
like steadfast or righteous can help expand or challenge our under-
standing. 
When it comes to Bible reading, avoid overcomplicating the recipe. 
Rediscover basic literacy skills and read with renewed attention. Sim-
ple tools, employed faithfully, yield all manner of goodness. 
Jen Wilkin is a wife, mom, and Bible teacher. She is the author of 
In His Image and None Like Him. 

 

First Communion 
First Communion will be celebrated for Paige Studebaker and 

Elliot VanEvery during our outdoor service on Sunday July 12. A con-
gregational meal will follow sponsored by the Worship Committee. 

Melanie Crapser Youth & Young Adult Director 

“Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in 
Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.” Genesis 2:8. 
 Many of us enjoy planting and gardening. Some of us even do it 
for a living - and have had it passed down for generations. But have 
you ever thought of God planting and gardening? Picture that for a 
moment:  
 “Out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight and good for food.” Genesis 2:9  
 Spring up. Not fully grown. Not in full bloom. But Growing. This 
leads me to believe that God loves to watch things grow. If you have 
ever planted something, you can probably relate to the thought of en-
joying watching things grow – the first sprout, the first bloom, and fi-
nally – the fruit! Tending, pruning, watering, all of those chores we 
must complete in order to reach the reward – the sweet fruit! 
 The same is true of growing our faith. No one expects a tomato 
plant to grow in one day, yet sometimes we have those expectations 
in our walk with Jesus. When we meet Jesus, we are made new and 
we want instant results. But like a plant growing and maturing, spiritu-
al growth happens over time. How can we encourage this growth? 
1. Give all you’ve got to God’s Word. 
Jesus compared God’s Word to a seed. A seed does not start to grow 
until it is planted. When you asked Jesus into your heart, you planted 
the seed. Every time we open the Bible and dive into God’s Word the 
seed is fertilized. Find a time of day that works and immerse yourself 
in God’s Word. 
2. Consistency and commitment will turn into a crop worth har-
vesting. 
 It takes time for a seed to poke through the ground, but just because 
you can’t see the seed doesn’t mean it’s not growing. The Word of 
God changes and grows us without us even knowing it. So approach 
the Bible each day with patience and expectation. When you don’t 
understand something, just keep reading or ask a friend. But don’t 
give up! God is changing you one day at a time. 
3. Don’t try to change yourself.   
Does the seed try and change by itself? No, and we can’t change by 
ourselves either. Just like a seed growing, God will change us without 
us even knowing it! The good times, the hard times, the times when 
we wonder if God even sees us, all of that is being used. It is the 
growing that makes the fruit sweet. In what ways do you think God is 
growing you right now? 

 

 



Katie Pranger Children’s Ministry Director 
        During the past few months, all of us including our children have 
experienced disappointments, worries, and other tough times. These 
tough times can have “up sides". These "up sides" include opportuni-
ties to practice coping skills, build resilience, and put faith into action. 
Children who feel stressed can discover the support systems availa-
ble to them and also learn how to assist others. Families who face 
struggles can rely on God, seek outside help, and eventually be 
strengthened by their endurance. Through their loving actions, par-
ents can be an extension of Jesus, displaying patience, grace, and 
unconditional love to kids—no matter what’s happening in their world. 
        As parents we need to be proactive about recognizing signs of 
distress and helping children de-stress. Experts recommend showing 
kids how to identify their emotions, encouraging honesty about tough 
feelings, limiting media and news exposure, modeling positive coping 
skills, conducting age-appropriate devotions about God’s protection 
and sovereignty, and seeking professional help when needed. Use 
the ideas below to help your children find calm and find Jesus during 
tough times. 
 Worry Whirl Have two family members pair up and link arms back to 
back. Blindfold one. Say: “Think about your worries while you race 
across the room (or lawn) and back—while spinning in circles. The 
‘seeing’ partner must keep the other person safe. Ready? Whirl!” After 
everyone has a turn, discuss how the game is like real life. Read Jer-
emiah 29:11. Say: “When we feel like we’re spinning around with wor-
ries, God wants us to trust him. God has good plans for us!” 
 Praises & Petitions Have regular chats about day-to-day ups and 
downs. Set aside time before bed to share praises and thanks as well 
as needs and worries. Pray about them and keep a prayer journal to 
see how God responds. 
 Squirts of Courage Draw a large candle on paper. Read Matthew 
5:16. Say: “Sometimes it’s easy to shine God’s light; other times it’s 
tough. Let’s play a game that shows how to keep shining!” Give two 
people (Squirters) filled water guns. Have them stand 8 feet apart fac-
ing each other. Put everyone else (Savers) in the middle and give one 
the candle. Say: “Squirters try to put out the candle. Savers try to pro-
tect it. When the candle gets squirted three times, we’ll switch.” Dis-
cuss how to help how to help people “shine,” even on bad days. 
  

 Project 216 

 Project 216 has been postponed for Spring 2021. Stay tuned! 

 

Return Your Baby Bottles 

If you still have a Hope Center baby bottle at home you can 
now return them on Sunday morning or drop it off at the church office. 

 

July Youth Events 
Wednesday, July 1, Group – TCC & MY FROG 

 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at church 

Wednesday, July 1, Link Video Chat  

 8:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Fri., July 10, TCC & MYFROG to Auburn/Garrett Drive-In 

 8:00 p.m. weather & movie selection permitting, $5 

Sunday, July 12, LINK Lunch @ Dairy Queen 

 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 409 N. Main Street, Columbia City 

     Wednesday, July 15, Group - TCC & MYFROG 

 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at church 

     Wednesday, July 15, Link Video Chat  

 8:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday, July 25, Link @ South Haven, MI 

 8:30 am - 8:30 pm Bring a sack lunch and $10 towards dinner 

Wed-Fri, July 29-31, TCC & MYFROG Camping @ Lake Luther 

 July 29 1:00 p.m. – July 31, 2:00 p.m. 

  

TCC & MY FROG Camp Trip  
 On Wednesday, July 29 at 
1:00 p.m., TCC & MY FROG will 
be leaving the church for a three-
day camp trip at Lake Luther! 
The camp staff will be serving all 
of our meals, providing some fun 
activities, and there will be plenty 
of time for swimming, paddling, 
fishing, and having fun. Please 
bring everything you need for a 
great three days, including bed-
ding, towels, swimsuit, bug 
spray, and sunscreen. There will 

be a cost dependent on the number of campers, and we will need one 
male chaperone. Please RSVP to Melanie or Katie by July 13! 



Congratulations! 
 Congratulations to Allison and Eric Honeycutt on the birth of their 
first baby, a healthy girl named Kaiyah Isabella Honeycutt. Kaiyah 
was born Sunday, June 7, weighing in at 7 lbs, 4 ounces, and 20 
inches long. Her happy grandmother is Beverly Easterhaus 

  

Congratulations to Rev. Dr. Mulugetta 
Melaku with the Ethiopian Lutheran Church 
on his graduation from Concordia Theolog-
ical Seminary with a Doctorate of Ministry 
degree.  
 

Congratulations to Jon & Meaghan Easter-
haus they have accepted a new position 
with Athletes In action and are moving 
back to Colorado 
this month. 

 
Congratulations to Brad & Amy Spurling, their 
son Kedon Connor Spurling was baptized at the 
church in a private service on June 18, 2020. 
 
 

 
Thank You’s 

Dear St. John’s Family, 
Our family would like to Thank You All for the outpouring of love 
you’ve shown us during Michael’s illness and passing.  These difficult 
days have been more bearable because of your phone calls, texts, 
cards, delicious meals, flowers and memorial gifts, but most of all be-
cause of your prayers!  We love you and appreciate your support so 
much.  Thank you Pastor Ric, Rob, Kerry & Kay Niman, Bev Easter-
haus , Susan Firestone & Laura Deckard for the beautiful funeral ser-
vice, David Pranger for live-streaming it and Julie for setting up the 
Sanctuary.  We know that Michael is resting in peace and we will 
meet again someday. God’s Blessings to All, The Michael DeWald 
Family. 
 

Thank you to our St. John’s Church Family for the wonderful 
outpouring of cards and for taking the time to come to our dad’s fu-
neral visitation. Also to those who didn’t feel comfortable attending  

due to the COVID, we appreciate your prayers. So many la-
dies brought food for my mom and brother during this time. Thank you 
ladies and Anna VanWesten for arranging the “Take Them a Meal”. 
Thanks to Pastor Ric and St. John’s church for the wonderful funeral 
service for our Dad. It was very fitting! The meal after the service was 
delicious! We so appreciated it. Tremendous thanks to those who 
served it. It is so nice to be surrounded by our caring church family 
and to know that God is there for us during times like these. In Christ’s 
Love, the family of Carl Fick 

 

 Dear Pastor Barnes, You make this possible with your gift to 
WBCL: Prayer, support, music, kindness, love. “WBCL has helped me 
to get through the tough times and to celebrate the good. Thank you 
for all that you do.” (Rhonda, WBCL Listener) Thank you for being 
there for Rhonda and other WBCL listeners! The last few months 
have been uncertain, but because of your generosity, listeners can 
tune in and feel support, kindness, and love while listening to uplifting 
music. With gratitude, Ross McCampbell, Executive Director 

 

Pastor Ric, I hope this note finds you and your St. John’s fami-
ly well. Strange times we live in! Thank you for all you do for the kids 
here at Wernle. Blessings, Chris Parker 

 

Dear St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Thank you for your 
prayers and gift of $1,000. Your financial contribution helps advance 
the King’s work as your missionaries bring the Gospel to those least 
likely to have heard, believed, or benefitted from its saving and trans-
forming power. World Mission Prayer League, Kathleen Lutz Support 
Fund 

 

Condolences 
 St. John’s would like to extend our deepest condolenc-

es to Virginia and the family of Carl Fick. He was a cherished member 
of our church family and will be dearly missed. 

 

Memorial Service 
 The memorial service for Milan Blessing scheduled for July 11 
has been cancelled by the family. Please continue to keep Helen and 
the Blessing family in your prayers. 
 

Women of the NALC 

There will be no meetings or Bible studies in July and August. 



LOMIK Summer 2020 Activities 

Recognizing the unique situation brought about by the COVID-19 
Pandemic, LOMIK is seeking to faithfully carry out its mission and be 
a part of the healing process needing to take place. This requires new 
ways of doing things and balancing the various parts of our mission. 
The uncertainty caused by the current pandemic has made the can-
cellation of our traditional summer camps a necessity for the safety of 
all. Seeking to be good and faithful stewards of the gifts we have been 
given we offer the following ways individuals, families and congrega-
tions may engage this summer in outdoor ministries.  
The activities outlined here seek to limit the risk of exposure and 
transmission by not gathering people from many different places. 
They will also limit the size of groups below allowable limits. Dates are 
all conditioned upon the State/County recommendations. Plan-
ning/registration for each activity is listed.  

Beginning June 8, 2020  
Self-Guided Day Visits Outdoor activities lead to better mental & 
physical health. Day trips are a way of giving individuals/families the 
opportunity to stay connected to the camps they love. Check-in at the 
parking lot or kiosk upon arrival. Suggested activities will be made 
available at check-in or on our website before arrival. 
Groups/individuals will then pursue activities on their own and at their 
own pace. There is no cost, donations are graciously welcomed.  
General ideas for the day’s activities: Hiking, Picnics, Creation en-
counter activities, Kayak, Fishing (free days: June6-7 & Sept. 26, (a 
valid state fishing license is required except at Lutheran Hills), Swim-
ming (no life guard on duty).  

Beginning June 14, 2020  
Service Projects In the spirit of Sabbatical or Jubilee, while our facili-
ties are not able to be used in the normal way, these projects  
give everyone a chance to actively give back and be a part of their be-
loved camp. Work with staff to pre-select projects at all skill levels. 
General directions and supplies will be provided. Pre-registration is 
required. To register at Lutherwald call 260-562-2102, Lake Luther 
call 260-667-7750 and for Lutheran Hills call 812-988-2519. No cost 
to participants.  
Types of projects: Assemble benches & picnic tables, posting of 
signs, mulching & general landscaping, trail creation & maintenance, 
cabin refreshing, general maintenance projects.  

Small Group Retreats  Youth cabins are available to house retreat 
participants (bath and shower facilities are located in a centralized lo-
cation). Lutherwald and Lutheran Hills both have more modern facili- 

ties that may be available. Groups are responsible for their own 
programming. To register at Lutherwald call 260-562-2102, Lake Lu-
ther call 260-667-7750 and for Lutheran Hills call 812-988-2519.  
Cost: Youth Cabins $20/person per night (Retreat facility $37 per 
person per night)  (Meals: $7-$9 per person per meal)  
Activity: Cong. Retreat Groups, Family Camp Retreats, General Re-
treats OUR MISSION: Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky 
(LOMIK) welcomes all and provides Christ-centered programs for 
building faith and life-long relationships in a safe, caring, and fun envi-
ronment. OUR Values: Faith-Family & Community-Service-Integrity.  

Small Group Programmed Getaways (Shorter-term, 2-3 days)  
For youth or other congregational groups, our staff will work with you 
to help provide a camp experience even in these unusual days. Camp 
staff will provide more limited programming than in the summer with 
many activities led the by groups leaders. The experience can be cen-
tered around a unified activity such as hiking, cycling, boating etc. A 
shorter confirmation experience could be organized; or perhaps a na-
ture activities retreat; or Leadership training for Sr. High. Participants 
must be 12 years or older. Enhanced health screening and limited 
group sizes for the health and safety of all. To register email: in-
fo@lomik.org.  Cost/charge: $250 (Adult leaders $125)  

Beginning July 5, 2020  
Confirmation or Sr. High Leadership Getaways (Week Long)  
Congregations partner with camp staff to offer a limited camp experi-
ence to enhance the confirmation instruction or leadership training 
(utilizing service projects around camp) with portions led by the pastor 
or youth leader.  
Intended for congregations or groups of congregations from the same 
geographical area. We will work with you to determine programing. 
Participants must be 12 years or older. No more than 6 participants 
per cabin. Enhanced health screening. To register email in-
fo@lomik.org.  Cost: $355  
Please know that there may still be alterations to the camp schedule 
for the summer. We will only offer on-site programs if it is safe to do 
so. And we will continue to communicate relevant information in a  
timely manner. If you have any questions, please contact us at in-
fo@lomik.org.  
We also encourage you to check out our website www.lomik.org, as 
well as our Facebook and Instagram, and the LOMIK YouTube chan-
nel throughout the summer. We will be praying for you and look for-
ward to finding new ways to engage. 

Newsletter Deadline: July 15 



Library Summer Reading Program 

It’s not too late to sign up for the Library’s Summer Reading 
program and all ages are eligible to participate.  If your child is too 
young to read on their own, parents may read to them.  Children who 
are read to at a young age grow up to be better readers and enjoy 
reading throughout their lives; School age children retain 75 to 80 
percent more of what they have learned (math and science included) 
during the school year if they read in the summer.  Sign-up sheets are 
available in the Library or can be emailed directly to you. More infor-
mation will be emailed soon to all members. The summer reading 
program runs through September 1.  

  

Strides of Hope 
Calling all walkers! Please join us at the annual Strides of 

Hope Walkathon to benefit the clients of A Hope Center on Saturday, 
August 22, 9-11am at Morsche’s Park in Columbia City. A Hope Cen-
ter is a faith based organization that has served our community for 
over 36 years. By providing help, hope, and healing for women and 
their families facing an unplanned pregnancy, A Hope Center is vital 
to all aspects of life. A Hope Center's ministry provides a safe place 
for individuals to process their feelings, receive accurate medical in-
formation, and spiritual encouragement. For more information, to 
walk, or to donate, go to www.ahopecenter.org or call 422-3544. All 
funds raised will support the many free services that A Hope Center 
provides.  

 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
If you are currently fiving online and no longer wish to receive 

a set of offering envelopes please let the church office know by the 
end of July. We will need to order the offering envelopes soon after 
that. 
 

Church Office Closed 
 The church office will be closed Tuesday, June 30 and 
Wednesday, July 1. 

St. John’s App Tip #3 – 

Electronic Giving 

   
 
The COVID-19 quarantine restrictions have highlighted the value and 
convenience of electronic giving.  Whether you are quarantined, ill, or 
just on vacation, you can be assured that your "first fruits" make their 
way to the church by participating in electronic recurring giving.  If you 
haven't already done so, please consider enrolling in electronic recur-
ring giving.  It is easy to do through the St. John's app. 
 
From the home page of the app, tap on the "Give” icon at the bottom.  
You will be redirected to the Pushpay site.  When making a recurring 
gift, you can choose to give either weekly, bi-weekly, twice a month, 
or monthly.  Just enter the amount, the frequency, the start date, and 
the fund that you want to give to.  The first time that you give, you will 
need to set up an account - much like purchasing something online - 
give your name, email, payment information.  After your first gift, the 
system saves that information, and you won't need to input those de-
tails when you give again or make changes to gifts.  Then follow the 
prompts to finish the gift.  Note that if you want to give to more than 
one fund, you will need to enter the gift for each fund separately (you 
cannot give to two funds in the same transaction).  When done enter-
ing your recurring gift, you will receive an email to confirm it, with a 
link to confirm your email address.   
 
If you prefer to make a one-time gift rather than recurring, you can al-
so do so from the app.  After tapping on the "Give" icon, tap on "Give 
one time".  You can choose the fund to give to, then follow the 
prompts to finish the gift.   
 
Giving electronically is secure, as Pushpay uses the same level of se-
curity as banks use.  Gifts entered electronically can be changed or 
cancelled at any time prior to being processed.  If you haven't already 
done so, why not give it a try?  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Vicki Gilbert at 260-710-4534. 
 



Thank-you for your financial support to the mission of  
Jesus thru St. John’s.  Contribute by: 
 

1. Check: “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Lake Twp” 
i. 7914 West Cook Rd. Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 

2. Online: https://stjohnslaketownship.org 
i. On right side “Page” Scroll down to “Give” 

click on it. Follow directions.  
3. St. Johns App: Download from Google Play or the Apple 

Store or by Texting 77977 and typing in SJLTAPP 

 

 

REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 
In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-O, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hy-
giene–Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free 
Offer, Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

Please remember that our church staff is here for you, however, please 

respect their time at church on Sundays praising God with their fami-

lies.  Please feel free to direct any questions, comments or suggestions 

to church staff during regular office hours so that your inquiry can be 

given the full attention it deserves and our staff can focus on their 

worship and reflection.  Thank you! 
The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church. THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFOR-
MATION IN THE CROSSROADS IS THE FIFTHTEENTH (15TH) OF 
THE MONTH. 

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.     9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031  - Church   9:30 – 3:30/Mon. – Thurs. 
(513) 225-8523  - Pastor Ric Barnes  9:30 – 1:30  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
 

Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Ric Barnes, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Bev Easterhaus, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
Position Open, NewSong Director  
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Katie Pranger, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Mattes, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator    

                            

https://stjohnslaketownship.org/
mailto:office@stjohnslaketownship.org


MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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