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Christmas Families 
 Please sign up to give a gift(s) for a member of this year’s 
Christmas families sponsored by Lutheran Social Services. The sign 
up poster board is in the narthex; it will give you the details. The last 
day to sign up for gifts is Sunday, November 24. Please bring gifts to 
church from November 10 through December 1 and place gifts at the 
east end of the fellowship hall. Place your wrapped gift in the basket 
with your family number or near the basket. Be sure to clearly mark 
your gift with the family number and the appropriate information such 
as “boy age 10”. 
 Another way you can help is by donating money. To do this, 
mark “other” on your church envelope, write in “Christmas Family” and 
the amount or place money in the Helping Hands box by the sign up 
board. This money is used to buy one Bible per family and perishable 
food items. 

 

Thanksgiving Service 
   The WNALC is busy planning the Thanksgiving service.  The 
service will be held on Wednesday evening, November 27 at 7:15 pm.  
This service will be a Thankoffering service so we ask that you bring 
your thankoffering boxes and/or a non-perishable food item for the 
food pantry.  These items will be placed on the Altar.  This service will 
be led by the women of our church. 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
Mark your calendars for this year’s Hanging of the Greens ser-

vice, Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. Please join us! 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
   Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 3. Please 
remember to set your clocks back 1 hour before you go to sleep on 
Saturday night. 
 

 

      PASTOR’S PAGE – Rev. Ric Barnes 
 

Giving thanks to God is harder than we like to admit 

Augustine wrote that sin makes each of us naturally “curved inward”. 

We tend to take God’s goodness and grace for granted. Forgive us 

Lord. Give praise to the LORD, proclaim His name; make known 

among the nations what He has done!”  1 Chronicles 16:8 In the 

Psalms, David wanted to tell everyone what God has done!                            

Great is our God and greatly to be praised!  

David prompts our praises – this is his list – after reading thru it –take 

a few minutes to make a list of what you (each member of your fami-

ly) are thankful for – then share it with each other) Close with a prayer 

of thanks to the Lord! 

+  for God’s mighty acts and His holy name v. 9-10 

+  for God’s strength v. 12 

+  that God remembers His covenant forever v. 12 

+  for God’s protection v. 19-22 

+  that “splendor and majesty are before Him, strength and joy are in 

His dwelling place” v. 27 

The people of all nations are encouraged to give God thanks & praise, 

to bring an offering, and to worship the LORD in the splendor of His 

holiness. Being “thankful” is a witness! What can you add to David’s 

list of things to thank God for? A Thankful heart is a testimony to the 

greatness of God. The psalmist says, “Give thanks to the LORD, for 

He is good His faithful love endures forever!” Psalm 136:1 I re-

member listening to my dad read this psalm when I was young – It 

seemed to go on forever!  As I grew older I discovered that the psalm 

writer wants us to know that God’s love for us is steadfast – unwaver-

ing…forever! Read Psalm 136 aloud for family devotions. Recall the 

Lord’s great wonders in the Bible. What wonders of the Lord in your 

life:  Awed you?  Comforted you? Recall a time when the Lord led 

you?  Thru a desert time? Reflect on each verse & each example of 

God’s love. How can you, your family respond to God’s steadfast 

love? 

Heavenly Father, thank-you for your steadfast love in my life.  

Forgive me for taking your love, kindness & grace for granted. In-

crease in me a heart of gratitude, help me to recall many mercies, to 

give thanks to you Lord for what you have done; help me to live as a 

witness of your redeeming love through Jesus Christ my Lord & Sav-

ior Amen. 



Melanie Crapser – Director of High School                                      

& Young Adult Ministries 
 

I love the month of November and its focus on Thankfulness. 

A couple of years ago I participated in a Bible study where each day 

we had to record three things we were thankful for. We did this study 

in the middle of winter and I remember one morning putting fresh 

raspberries on top of my oatmeal and then thinking how thankful I was 

to have fresh raspberries in the middle of winter. To this day I am still 

benefiting from that thankfulness challenge as it taught me to appreci-

ate even the small things in life that we often take for granted.  

One of the many things I am thankful for at St. John’s is our 

strong children’s and youth ministries. This fall has been a fun time of 

serving and fellowship for all of our groups as they have visited enter-

tainment centers and haunted castles, carved pumpkins and handed out 

treat and church info bags, and volunteered at a circus-themed fund-

raiser for the soup kitchen. We have a great group of youth and young 

adults and my heart overflows to see them interacting in a kind and up-

lifting manner not only with each other, but also with people they 

don’t even know. In Sunday school we have been discussing the fact 

that life with Jesus starts now and lasts forever, and it is easy to see 

that light shining in our youth and young adults.  

As we move through this month of Thanksgiving, I am thank-

ful to see our young people growing in their relationship with the 

Lord, serving each other and those in need, and developing healthy re-

lationships with our Christian family, which will prepare them to serve 

Christ in all they do. 

 

Memorial Christmas Ornaments  
 The Outreach Committee will again be offering the opportunity 

to purchase special, engraved ornaments to help you lovingly remem-
ber loved ones who have passed away. If you would like to purchase 
an ornament, ($8.75) please fill out the order forms in the narthex 
by November 18th.  Please make checks payable to Kain Engraving. If 
you have any questions, please contact Anna Van Westen or Melanie 
Crapser. 

 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline: December 15 

Chrissy VanEvery – Director of Children’s Ministry                      

& Middle School Youth 
Children, no matter their social class, often define themselves by their 

possessions and wants. Meanwhile, our materialistic culture covertly 

distracts from what kids really need: to connect, to be satisfied, and to 

matter. Ultimately, children want attention and relationships more than 

things. Through connections with Jesus and his followers, kids learn 

that they’re special because of their identity in Jesus—and that only he 

offers eternal, priceless treasure.  

In Matthew 6:33, Jesus says, “Seek the Kingdom of God above all 

else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” 

To give kids the wealth of God’s kingdom in their hearts, we must let 

them experience spiritual hunger. How do we help kids who are full of 

earthly things hunger for the things of God? Parents can set a good ex-

ample, have family devotions, pray with children, and engage in con-

versations that stimulate an appetite for Jesus. This is even more im-

portant during this month of gratitude and “feasting” on God’s bless-

ings. In 1930, missionary Frank Laubach sat on a hill overlooking a 

town in the Philippines where he felt called to share the Gospel. While 

reflecting on the task, he heard God say, “You must awaken hunger 

there, for until they hunger they cannot be fed.” That hunger, is a 

yearning for eternity and for answers to life’s biggest questions: What 

is my purpose? Is this world all there is? Our world and its stream of 

distractions is intent on reducing children’s hunger pangs for the di-

vine. And as they mature in life and in Christ, their hunger will go be-

yond what God can do for them. They’ll become hungry to know more 

about God’s Story and how they fit within it. They’ll become hungry 

for righteousness and Godly living. They’ll desire justice and purpose 

and fulfillment through their relationship with Jesus. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled.” Matthew 5:6  

 

 
 

Amber Hoopengardner 
202 S River Road 

Apt. 25 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 



Thank You’s 
 Thank you to the Kuehnert family for hosting St. Johns KIDS 
club and youth groups to their fall festival for evenings of fun and fel-
lowship. A great time was had by all. The Lord bless you and keep 
you! Christina VanEvery, Director of Children's Ministries  
 

 Thank you to everyone for all of your prayers, and get well 
cards during my hospital stay and recovery from pneumonia. Also 
thank you for all of the birthday cards and well wishes for my 91st 
birthday. Melvin Kuehnert 
 

Women of the NALC 

Bible Study — Thursday, November 7 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, November 12 — 9:00 a.m. 

 

Bible Study — Thursday, December 5 — 9:30 a.m. 
Sewing Work Day — Tuesday, December 10 — 9:00 a.m. 

 

WNALC News 
 The St. John’s Sewing group recently shipped 120 Lutheran 
World Relief Mission Quilts that had been sewn, knotted, and 
hemmed since October 2018. Many THANKS to this group, their fami-
lies, and friends who support this important mission project. 
 More sewers and knotters would always be welcomed. There 
are funds available to purchase fabrics. 
 Some of our quilts will be displayed on the pews at the 
Thanksgiving service. These will be part of the 2020 shipment. 

 

Poinsettia Plants 
As in the past we will decorate our Altar for the Christmas Eve 

and Christmas morning services with poinsettia plants.  The price this 
year is $11.00 per plant. Red, white, pink and marble poinsettias are 
available and will be beautifully wrapped in foil with a ribbon. We will 
be ordering them from Heller’s Nursery in Decatur so we need to have 
all orders no later than Sunday, December 1st.  

If you would like to order a plant, please fill out one of the en-
velopes which are on the table in the Narthex, the back of the sanctu-
ary or in the fellowship hall and place it with your payment of $11.00 
per plant in the offering plate or in the box outside the office. Poinset-
tias may be taken home by those who have purchased them after 
Christmas Day services. Those plants that are not picked up by Sun. 
Dec. 29th will be given to shut-ins and our nursing home residents. 

Sunday Night L.I.T.E. 
Love. Inspire. Testify. Enlighten. 
November 3rd, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

People of all ages are invited to participate in Sunday Night 
L.I.T.E. at the church next Sunday November 3rd. Sing a song, read a 
poem, show your art, or share a special story of God working in your 
life. Whatever it is God has given you to glorify Him and bring joy to 
others; we want you to share it. If you have not yet been to one of 
these inspirational, gatherings join us and bring a friend. Refresh-
ments and fellowship from 7:30-8:00 p. If you would like to share that 
evening contact Rob Niman to let him know. 

 

Pancake Breakfast 

On Sunday, November 3, the youth will be hosting a mission 
trip fundraiser. There will a pancake bar served from 8:30-10:00 in the 
church kitchen. There will be blueberry, chocolate chip, pumpkin and 
regular pancakes to choose from, as well as sausage links, fruit and 
drinks. This will be a free-will offering and “to-go” options will be avail-
able. Please support our youth as they prepare for a week of service 
in New York.  

 

S.O.S. 
On Sunday, November 3, from noon until around 3:00PM, the 

Outreach Committee will be sponsoring the annual fall Serving Our 
Seniors (S.O.S.) day. We are looking for volunteers who are willing to 
serve and honor our senior members by doing some light yardwork 
and miscellaneous jobs. Dress for outdoor work and bring a rake if 
you have one. We are also looking for members or non-members who 
are willing to let us show you some love by helping you with some odd 
jobs and/or yard work. Please sign up in the Narthex. 

 

2020 Committee Positions 
The Elders Committee has started the process of gathering 

names and candidates for next year’s Church Council positions. If you 
receive a call please prayerfully consider the request to serve, if you 
have any questions please contact Barry Gynn, Alan Kuehnert or the 
church office. We thank you in advance for your help. 



Pastors Mike & Karen Tamorria are Officially Retired! 
They will be moving to Carlisle PA. where Karen’s 99 year old 

mother, her two sisters and their children & one of her cousins live. 
But before they head east, they want to see their friends in Christ at St 
John’s Lake Twp. Pastor Mike served as our Interim Pastor during the 
search for our next pastor.  

Pastor Mike & Karen will attending worship on All Saints 
Sunday Nov. 3rd, at the Late (10:15am) Traditional Service. 
You’re invited to join them in worship or attend NewSong and 
then visit Pastors Mike & Karen immediately following the ser-
vice. You may give them a card expressing your thanks for their min-
istry and asking the Lord’s blessing upon them as they begin this new 
chapter in their life together!  - Pastor Ric Barnes 

 

 
Attending St. Johns…..   Considering taking the Next Step? 

Wanting to know about St. John’s Roots, Vision, Beliefs & Min-
istries? Ask Questions? Make New Friends? Considering how to plug-
in & serve? This 4 Week Class begins Sun. Nov. 10th @ 9:00 am – 
10:00 am In the Conference Room. No Class Sunday December 1st 
(Thanksgiving Weekend) Sign-Up @ Table in the Narthex near en-
trance. New Members will be received Sun. Dec. 15th. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Ric: Ofc: 260.489.5031  
pastorric@stjohnslaketownship.org. 

 

Mental Health Awareness Night 
On Wednesday, November 13, from 6:30-8:00 pm, St. John’s 

will be hosting a Mental Health Awareness Night. Mental health is not 
something we talk about much at church, and it’s time for that to 
change. The reality is that many of us are struggling with anxiety, de-
pression, or other mental health issues, or know someone who is. St. 
John’s would like to begin some informative and personal mental 
health nights that will hopefully open up an opportunity for educating, 
supporting, and providing information about services available to 
those suffering from and those caring for or loving someone with men-
tal health issues. On this first Mental Health Awareness Night, we will 
be joined by Gary Younghans from Cross Connections. Please join us 
as we begin this journey together. 

Operation Christmas Child 
Please turn in donations by Wednesday, November 13. We 

will be packing the boxes on November 22 at Kids Club. We are still 
accepting donations in ALL categories including plastic shoe boxes 
with lids and bandanas. We will take up a special offering at all three 
services on November 24 to cover the shipping cost of $7 per box (x 
50 boxes = $350.00)  

 

2020 Flower Chart 
The 2020 flower chart is now in the binder in the library.  Two 

or more families can sign up per Sunday.  The cost of the flowers is 
$15.00 per family.  You can place your donation for the flowers in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  If you do so, please be sure to designate 
this in the appropriate box on your offering envelope. 

 

Youth Mission Trip 2020 

 
In July 2020, the TCC and MY FROG youth groups will be par-

ticipating in a Week of Hope mission trip in Wayne County, New York. 
This is a rural community near the historic Erie Canal, and should be 
a really good introduction to our youth who have not yet participated in 
a mission trip. Week of hope is unique in that we partner with commu-
nity on a broader scale. The youth are excited for this opportunity. 
Both groups will be holding several fundraisers leading up to the trip 
and as always we thank you for your support! If you have any ques-
tions, or if you are an adult who would like to chaperone this great 
group of youth, please see Melanie or Chrissy.  
 PARENTS OF YOUTH: please plan to attend an extremely 
important meeting on Sunday November 10 @ 11:30 to discuss the 
details of this trip.  

 

2020 Benevolence Fund 
The Outreach Committee will be deciding the Benevolence 

Fund allocations for next year on November 5. If you have a request 
you would like for them to consider please put it in writing and give it 
to Anna Van Westen, Melanie Crapser or the church office. 

mailto:pastorric@stjohnslaketownship.org


Online and Mobile Giving is Coming! 

Get ready to simplify your giving!  In September the church 
council approved enlisting Pushpay as our e-giving provider. We are 
in the process of implementing and testing the system. Soon you will 
be able to set up your donations to the church either online, through 
an app, or by text.  You can set up recurring payments (weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly) or one-time payments.  Payments can be made from 
checking or savings accounts, or by credit or debit cards.  The pro-
cess is simple and fast.  In addition, the St. John's app will keep you 
updated on current events and other church information.  More infor-
mation will be forthcoming, so look for further news on this exciting 
change! 

 

Community Events: 

Christ Child Festival 
Christmas in the Park, Saturday, November 30 & Sunday, De-

cember 1, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at the Franke Park Main Pavilion. 
Free family fun! Experience Christmas-themed entertainment, horse-
drawn wagon rides, a Bethlehem village experience, Christmas crafts 
and games, live stable animals, camels and much more! 

 

Deaf  Festival 
The local deaf organization is having a festival with a craft 

show, hog roast with pulled pork sandwiches, and Amish pie sale No-
vember 9th at the Allen County Fair Grounds. For further information, 
please contact Betty Dunten.  

 

Evening of  Hope 
Did you know that there are 153 million orphans worldwide 

and 400,00 children in foster care in the U.S.? At the same time, there 
are roughly 400,000 churches in the U.S.  While not everyone is 
called to adopt or foster, there is a way for everyone to do something! 
On November 14 at 7 pm you are invited to an Evening of Hope to 
hear how God is moving through Hands of Hope, a non-profit here in 
Indiana, on behalf of vulnerable children. This is an evening of coffee, 
dessert, & story-telling. Register at handsofhopein.org/eveningofhope  

 

 

November Youth Events 
Sunday, November 3  

 8:30-10:00 a.m. Pancake Bar Fundraiser 

 11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class / H2H 

 12:00-3:00 p.m. Serving Our Seniors - Everyone 

      Wednesday, November 6 

5:00-6:30 p.m. Melanie’s Office Hours 

6:30-8:00 p.m. GROUP TCC  

8:30-9:00 p.m. Link Video Chat 

      Friday, November 8 

5:30-9:00 p.m. MY FROG Operation Christmas Child work 
night 

      Sunday, November 10  

 11:30-1:00 TCC Youth Leadership 

 11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class / H2H 

Wednesday, November 13 

 6:30-8:00 p.m. MY FROG GROUP 

Sunday, November 17  

 11:30-1:00 Link Thanksgiving Lunch at Church 

 11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class / H2H 

Wednesday, November 20 

5:00-6:30 Melanie’s Office Hours 

6:30-8:00 p.m. GROUP TCC & MY FROG  

8:30-9:00 p.m. Link Video Chat 

      Friday, November 22 

6:00-8:30 p.m. Kids Club - Youth helpers needed 

Saturday, November 23 

MY FROG Bread Baking 9 am 

      Sunday, November 24 

11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class / H2H 

Wednesday, November 27 

5:30-9:00 Link @ Night of Lights 

       Friday, November 29 

        6:30 p.m. TCC Lock-in  

       Saturday, November 30 

10:00-12:00 TCC Salvation Army bell ringing at Hobby Lobby 

                 

handsofhopein.org/eveningofhope


Fresh Baked Bread   

The MY FROG youth group will be selling 
freshly baked bread perfect to compliment your 
Thanksgiving meal. Bread will be $5 per loaf and 
there will be white, wheat and dinner rolls available. Please watch the 
bulletin for more information as well as order forms. Bread will come 
packaged suitable for gift giving too! Bread will be baked November 
23 and freezes well! This will be offered at Christmas time too! Pick up 
will be on Sunday November 24 or Wednesday November 27. There 
will be a very limited amount of bread baked beyond the pre-orders so 
be on the lookout for pre-order forms!  
 

Mission Field News 

Dear Members of St. John's,  Greetings from Kenya! I just 
want to say THANK YOU for all of your prayers! On many levels, your 
prayers are being answered on this side of the world in Kenya as God 
is faithful. I have had a terrible stiff neck, foot pain, coughing in the 
past months and healing has come. Above and beyond my personal 
ailments... He blesses our mission as I am able through Him to get the 
Word to the unreached.  With your support and prayers, more are be-
ing gifted with Bibles and for some it is their first time to hear the Word 
in their native language of Swahili, Samburu and Kikuyu. And, more 
languages are being recorded on audio Bible through the work of 
TheoVision. I have had opportunity to partner with pastors of TheoVi-
sion and congregations to travel to rural areas, training pastors and 
community leaders in the development of Bible listening groups. This 
is a great evangelism tool in areas where people cannot read or prefer 
listening to God's Word.  I have seen a Maasai herding his sheep and 
goats in the field listening to the audio Bible. It brings to my mind the 
wonderment of the shepherds who heard the Good News while 
watching their sheep at night. 

Another completely different part of my mission takes me into 
the Kawangware and Gataka slum areas where I am getting Bibles to 
HIV support groups, those often outcast from society. We are also 
working to help the members in the development of self-sustainable 
small businesses to have better living. We have in mind projects in-
volving marketing clean water and bead work.   

Please pray.... for safety in my travel, lives to be transformed 
by the hearing of the Word and for provisions needed to develop small 
businesses for the poor to have better living. 

You are in my prayers.   May God bless you! 
 Your partner in God's mission, Kathleen Lutz 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

October 8, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Pr. Ric Barnes, Jim Dowling,  Steve Baker,  Linda Eagle,  

Vicki Gilbert, Amy Jagger, Diane Swihart for Anna Van Westen, 

April Jonas, Sam VanEvery, Greg Salesman,  Barry Gynn and Sue 

Dowling.   
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Chair Jim Dowling. Devo-

tions were given by Amy Jagger with the message to speak with “salt 

and light” as Christ has called us to do. 
 

Minutes from the September 10, 2019 meeting were presented. A mo-

tion was made by Sam VanEvery and 2nd by Vicki Gilbert to accept 

the September minutes.  Motion Carried.  After the September meeting 

there was an online council vote regarding an offer made to us from 

PushPay for the online giving app that we have been discussing.  The 

advantage to us was significant and the vote was to “yes” go with this 

giving app right away. 
 

The September Financial Reports were presented by Vicki Gilbert. 

The Balances for the end of September: 

 General Fund -   $ 21,134.50 

 Capital Improvement Fund -   $ 38,303.30 

 Memorial Fund -   $ 98,478.66 

 Mission Fund -   $ 0.00 

 Benevolence Fund -   $ 22,500.00         

 Security Donation Fund -   $ 1,230.39 

 Tanzania Mission Fund -   $ 6,047.70 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars -   $ 43,983.51 

A motion was made by Sam VanEvery and 2nd by Amy Jagger to ac-

cept the report.  Motion carried.  
   

Staff Reports 

Pastor’s Report - Pr. Ric presented his calendar of Pastoral care for 

the month of September and forward: meetings, marriage counseling, 

funerals, weddings, baptisms, and worship schedules. The special Dis-

cipleship seminar on Sept 29 was attended by 22 adults and 12 confir-

mation students. 
 

Young Adult and Youth Ministry - Melanie reported of frequent and 



varied activities for TCC and young adults.  Still having few partici-

pants but continuing with good opportunities. 
 

Director of Children’s Ministry - Chrissy’s report includes the news-

letter that she sends to families of children and youth, including the 

calendar of future dates as well as photos and reminders of the many 

offered activities such as the Kids Club Kickoff at the Kuehnert Dairy 

Farm and the pumpkin carving for MY FROG in October.  Operation 

Christmas Child is in the process of collecting items – different items 

every two weeks – check the bulletins to see what’s needed each week.  

A motion was made by Sue Dowling and 2nd by Linda Eagle to ap-

prove the staff reports.  Motion carried.  
 

Committee Reports 

Education Committee - Amy Jagger reported nothing new this 

month.  Sunday School is going well but without the uptick in num-

bers that we had been hoping for.  
 

Elder’s Committee –   Barry Gynn reported that Opportunities for 

Service sheets had been e-mailed to members as well as hard copies 

available.  His committee is working to get Vice-Chair positions filled 

for the upcoming years’ service. 
 

Finance Committee – April Jonas reported that their committee au-

dited WNALC, Endowment, and the General Fund and found them to 

be in good order.  The first budget meeting for 2020 went well. 
 

Outreach Committee - Diane Swihart that their next big event is 

S.O.S. serving our seniors planned for Sunday November 3 from 12:00 

noon – 3:00.  All are encouraged to join in to work and to communi-

cate any needs/jobs to be done. 
 

Property Committee - Greg Salesman reported that they are waiting 

on estimates for the Overhang Repair, still no decisions on the lighting 

project, and there was further discussion on the lock changes and key 

exchange. 
 

Stewardship Committee - Sam VanEvery reported that the Steward-

ship committee’s brief temple talks in all 3 services on Stewardship 

went well. No other report. 
 

Worship Committee – Linda Eagle reported the results of their sur-

vey for Christmas Eve Services are: we will have services in the Sanc-

tuary at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. both following the same format. 

Jake is looking into the soundboard for the sanctuary and is looking to 

find the problem with the chimes.   

They are looking into getting the new Altar Table for Contemporary 

Service (little larger and on wheels for easy moving).  It was suggested 

that Dick Hess might still be willing to build it. They will look into 

this. 
 

Long Range Planning Committee – Steve Baker reported that they 

are very interested in congregational input from their survey. 
 

Endowment Committee - Jim Dowling reported that they were able 

to fund these requests: 

 Youth Trip (Melanie Crapser) $ 1,038.00 

 NALC Women (Jody Ford)   $ 900.00 

 Pushpay through Dec 2020              $ 1,500.00 

2020 Camp Fees for members     $ 3,000.00 

Project 216 Challenge Grant              $ 1,000.00 

Small Group Ministry              $ 2,000.00 

Winter Youth Event   $ 1,500.00 

            Total  $10,938.00 
 

A motion was made by Steve Baker and 2nd by Greg Salesman to ap-

prove the grants.  Motion carried. 
 

The committee also presented the slate of committee members for the 

Endowment Committee: 

 10 year Term   - Steve Gilbert 

 5 year Term   - Jim Dowling 

   2 year Term   - Jon Kurtz 

  2 year Term   - Paul O’Malley 

Lutheran Foundation Delegate  - Jason Jagger 
 

A motion was made by Vicki Gilbert and 2nd by Linda Eagle to ap-

prove the slate of committee members for the Endowment Committee.  

The motion carried. 
  

A motion was made by Greg Salesman and 2nd by Steve Baker to ac-

cept the Committee reports.  Motion carried.  

It was noted that all of our committees are in need of members for 

the upcoming year! 
 

Old Business – The outreach committee was asked to communicate 



with Mike Doseck that we need a deadline for his idea on spending the 

money raised for mission in Africa. 
 

New Business – Rebecca Groeling has made a request for some mon-

ey to assist her on a mission trip to Napal with Taylor University.  We 

have supported our young people in the past and want to support this 

but are unsure what an appropriate amount is.  We will consult with 

her parents and make a decision next month. 

Vicki reported that we are signed up for Pushpay, that Casey Crapser 

is designing a logo for our app, and that we will have trainings in the 

near future. 
 

New Space Requests 

 October 16, 2019 – 11:090 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. use of Fellowship 

Hall and Kitchen by Cindy Houser for Home Ec Club. 
 

Motion made by Vicki Gilbert and 2nd by Amy Jagger to approve the 

space request.  Motion carried.  
 

Approved Requests 

 Use of kitchen 4th Tuesday of each month in 2019 for Bunco 

group by LuAna Felger 

 Use of Fellowship Hall and Kitchen Saturday, November 9, 

2019 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. by Fran Felger 

 Wedding – Friday, December 13, 2019 Abby Felger (member) 

& Ryan Farlow 
 

The next council meeting will be November 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  

Devotions will be given by April Jonas. 
 

A motion was made by Sam VanEvery and 2nd by Steve Baker to ad-

journ.  Motion carried. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Sue Dowling 
 

General Fund Financial Info 
$ Received for the General Fund thru October 2019 

 Total Received for the Year - $ 261,403.00 

 10/12 months of 2019 Budget -  $ 281,134.00 

  Amount Under Budget - $ 19,731.00 

Please remember these members: 
These members could use your prayers, visits and cards! 

 

Milan & Helen Blessing Bev (Miller) Dunfee  
9212 Arcola Road Ashton Creek Health & Rehab Ctr.  
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 4111 Park Place Dr. Room 418  
 Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
 

 Bill & Betty Smith Delmar Felger  
 413 N Wolf Road Apt 201 9802 Coldwater Road  
 Columbia City, IN 46725 Fort Wayne, IN 46825  
 

 Violet Blessing Janne Buesching 
 235 Clingerman Ave Apt 5 9134 W Cook Road 
 Churubusco, IN 46723 Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
 

 Marcella Kronmiller  
 7708 W. Washington Ctr. Rd.   
 Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
 

Pray for St. John's! 
One of the "action items" that came out of our retreat was 

praying for our church. You are invited to come to St. John's on Fri-
days at 4pm to pray for our church in the sanctuary. Please don't feel 
any obligation to be there, but if you feel led to pray for our church to-
gether, and have the time, you are welcome to come pray for our 
church with us. If you can't make it, please keep praying for St. 
John's!  -- Jeff Groeling 

 

2020 Everlasting Word Calendars 

Sheets & Childs Funeral Home has again graciously provided 
us with complimentary 2020 calendars. These calendars have the 
churches name, service times and other pertinent information on the 
bottom. Please take one for your home or workplace and take one to 
share with a friend you would like to invite to church. Use these great 
outreach tools to grow God’s family. 

 

Nursery Help Needed 
We are in need of some help in our church nursery for all ser-

vices, and beginning in September, during the Sunday school hour as 
well. We offer nursery care for children under the age of four so par-
ents can worship & attend classes. A sign-up sheet is in the nursery. 

 

Give Thanks for He is Good! 



 
 

Joining Jesus on His Mission Conference 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 3425 Crescent Ave. Fort Wayne 
Are you ready to stop living your life for Jesus and begin 

living it with him? Join us for an introduction to the "Joining Je-
sus on His Mission" study that will alter the way you see your life 
as a follower of Jesus. 

In this one-day conference, Rev. Greg Finke of Dwelling 
1:14 will show pastors, church staff and lay people how to seek, 
recognize and respond to what Jesus is already up to... and then 
disciple others to do the same! He will show you how to join Je-
sus where He is already working and changing lives all around 
you. 

“Joining Jesus on His Mission” is for pastors, professional 
church workers and congregation members. Join Pastor Paul 
Borg as our Heartland Mission District advocate. This has been 
officially affirmed by the NALC Life To Life Team. The confer-
ence is sponsored by The Lutheran Foundation and free of 
charge to attend. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/joining-
jesus-on-his-mission-conference-tickets-70166695475 

 
 

On Saturday night 

November 2 
 

REMINDER OF ITEMS WE COLLECT....... 
In the Women’s Sewing Room, in the cupboard or la-
beled boxes in the basement across from the elevator: 

 
 

 A Hope Center Box – baby items and maternity clothes. 

 Cross Borders –  
Clothing:  all kinds and sizes 

Household:  bedding, dishes, cookware, towels, curtains 

Furniture:  beds, sofas, tables, chairs, dressers, baby furniture 

Bibles, books, textbooks & learning materials 

Appliances: refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners, microwaves, etc. 

Cross Border Partners operates a pick-up service for donation of 
large items. Call 260-484-8580 to schedule a pick-up. 

 *Workday/Sewing – (Sewing room) – odds and ends of fabric, 

thread, used bed linens. 

 Lions Club of Lake Twp. – (cupboard drawer) – used eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. 

 Campbell’s Soup labels and box tops for education – (cupboard 
drawer). 

*When contributing clothing, please wash them beforehand. 
 

St. Matthew’s Food Pantry Suggested Shopping List 
 

Breakfast Cereal * Pancake or Biscuit Mix * Syrup * Canned or Dried 
Milk * Soup * Peanut Butter or Jelly * Velveeta Cheese * Canned 
Meats or Tuna–Canned or Gravy Mixes * Dehydrated Potatoes * Pas-
ta and Pasta Sauce * Canned Fruits and Vegetables * Dessert Mixes: 
Cake, Cookies, Jell-o, Puddings * Paper Products–Personal Hygiene–
Detergents * Take Advantage of the Buy One Get One Free Offer, 
Keep One Give the Other Away 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/joining-jesus-on-his-mission-conference-tickets-70166695475
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/joining-jesus-on-his-mission-conference-tickets-70166695475


Lectors  
7:45  — Connie DeWald 10:15 — Melanie Crapser 
   

Worship Assistants  
7:45  — Linda Eagle 10:15 — Melanie Crapser 

 

NewSong Hosts  
The Mattes Family 

 

Acolytes 
November 3 Cole Buesching Addyson Carpenter 
November 10 Mason Hess Danika Eagle 

November 17 Nathan Dicke Aiden Jonas 

November 24 Cole Buesching Parker Niman 
November 27 Alyssa Jonas 
  

Youth NewSong Hosts 
November 3 Alyssa Jonas   

November 10 Troy Dicke 

November 17 Braylon Niman 

November 24 Allie Kuehnert 
 

ALTAR CARE — Michelle Felger  
 

LAUNDER LINENS —  
 

WASH COMMUNION WARE — 1st Mike & Connie DeWald, 2nd Bev 
Easterhaus 
 

DEACONS — 1st Andy VanEvery, Gabe VanEvery, 2nd Jon Kurtz, 
Alan Kuehnert 

 

Flowers 
November 3 – in celebration of Elliot VanEvery’s 11th birthday from 

his family   
 

November 10 – in celebration of Nathan, Bryar, Brittany, and        

Kennedy Kuehnert’s birthdays from Al & Cindy   
 

November 17 – in honor of Matt and Susan Lawrence’s 29th wedding 

anniversary and Anna’s 26th birthday 
 

November 24 – in memory of Richard Fritz from Darwin & Judy Ott 

The Crossroads is a monthly publication of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Lake Township, a congregation of the North Ameri-
can Lutheran Church. THE DEADLINE FOR PUTTING INFOR-
MATION IN THE CROSSROADS IS THE FIFTEENTH OF THE 
MONTH.  

 

Worship Times:    Sunday School:  
7:45 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. – Sun.       9:00 a.m. (Sept. thru May) 
 

Telephone Numbers:            Church Office Hours: 
(260) 489-5031  - Church   8:00 – 2:00/Mon. – Thurs. 
(513) 225-8523  - Pastor Ric Barnes  8:00 – 12:00  / Fri. 
E-Mail – office@stjohnslaketownship.org 
Website: stjohnslaketownship.org 
Facebook: St. Johns Lutheran Church of Lake Township 
 
 

Church Staff:      Prayer Chain: 
Ric Barnes, Pastor Rose Biggs    — 615-7016  
Bev Easterhaus, Organist Virginia Fick        — 625-4384 
Jacob Landi, NewSong Director  
Melanie Crapser, Youth / Young Adult Director 
Julie Mattes, Office Manager 
Chrissy VanEvery, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Mattes, Librarian  
Diane Zolman, Wedding Coordinator 
Melanie Crapser, Stephen Ministries Coordinator 
                               

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, God’s people of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lake 

Township, proclaim and profess that our mission and purpose is to 

spread the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will do this mission by 

word, example, and service as we strive to be Christ-like in the com-

munity and throughout the world. 
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